9 5 2016                             WORSHIP GOD ONLY!
What is worship? 

To Christians it means, to adore or pay divine honors to as a deity; to reverence with supreme respect, and veneration (deep feeling reverence and respect); as, to worship God. 

The place of worship is irrelevant, because true worship must be in keeping with God’s nature, which is spirit.

In the way of introduction, here are some Scriptures to consider when studying Worship.  

St. John points out the association of truth and Christ. 
St. John 14:6
Jesus said to him “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

Note: Very likely the verse means,

I am the way (to the Father) in that I am the truth and the life.                                                                      

St. John 1:14

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”

“The Word became flesh”

Note: Became indicates transition; The Word existed before he became a man of flesh.

Word for “flesh”, stresses the reality of his manhood.

“He dwelled among us,” the word dwell is connected to the word for tent/tabernacle; this verse renders the reader to the “tabernacle of meeting,” which was filled by the glory of God. (Ex. 40:34-35)
“We beheld his glory”

Christ revealed his glory to his disciples by the miracles he performed and by his death, burial, and resurrection. 

These facts have a great deal to do with the proper understanding of Christian worship. 

True Christian worship takes place in spirit and truth 
St. John 4:23 READ

“But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.”

“Worship… in spirit and in truth”
Note: 

“In spirit” points to the level in which worship occurs.

The person must come to God in true sincerity and with a spirit directed by the life and activity of the Holy Spirit.

“In truth” (Gr. aletheia) is characteristic of God. 

Ps. 31:5

“Into your hands I commit my spirit;

You have redeemed me, 

O Lord of truth.”

Ro. 1:25; 3:7; 15:8

“Who exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever, Amen.”

“For if the truth of God has increased through my lie to His glory, why am I also still judged as a sinner?”

“Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers.” 

Truth is incarnate in Christ:
St. John 14:6

II Cor. 11:5-15 (10) READ
Eph. 4:21

“If indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus.”

Truth is intrinsic to the Holy Spirit

St. John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13
“The Spirit of truth whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him, nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you, and will be in you.”

“But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, he will testify of me.”

“However, when he the spirit of truth, has come, he will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears he will speak; and He will tell you things to come.”    

Truth is at the heart of the gospel

St. John 8:32; Gal. 2:5; Eph. 1:13

“And you shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.”

“To whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.”

“In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; whom also having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.”
Note: To claim to live a life of fellowship with Christ and to possess salvation, yet not to live and speak according to the truth, is to be deceived.

Those who have no truth in them show the real condition of their hearts. 
(St. Jn 8:44)
“You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.” 

Without the truth we remain in darkness and thus outside the kingdom of God.

“A liar is of “the synagogue of Satan” (Rev. 3:9)

Note: Their worship would be a lie, not in the light of the truth of God’s word. 

TWO THINGS IMPORTANT: 

1. Worship must take place according to God’s revelation of Himself in the Son (St. John 14:6)

Worship involves the human spirit and not just the mind, as well as the manifestation of the Holy Spirit. (I Cor. 12:7-12) READ
2. Christian worship must correspond to the New Testament pattern for the church. (Acts 7:44; Heb. 8:5)

Note: Believers today ought to desire, seek, and expect as the norm for the church all elements found in the worship experience of the New Testament.
Apostolic teaching
Fellowship

Breaking of bread

Prayer

Miraculous signs and wonders

Sharing and aiding in people’s needs

Making disciples

Worship is “being the church,” not “doing church” 

 TO BE CONTINUED!
