9-11- 2016             “Does God Live in Your Spiritual House?”
The New Testament is filled with examples of living for and working with God in His kingdom. The body of Christ is referred to as “a spiritual house”, one of many names given.

The overall design is “a spiritual house” which describes the nature of the body of Christ, that is a house in which God dwells.

The material used to build the house is figuratively presented as lively [living] stones.

Christ is also described as a “Living Stone.” (literally, “a worked stone” or “precious stone that is living”)
Disallowed by Israel but acceptable (Gr. eklekton entimon, Lit. “elect and precious”) to God.    

 We were purchased by God through Christ. (II Cor. 5:19a)
 The Holy Spirit has made us one dwelling, one house, one body, one habitation of God, in Christ. (Eph. 2:11-22) (19-22 Christ the chief cornerstone) 
THE NEW TESTAMENT BELIEVER:
I Peter 2: I-10 NKJV

Note: Exhortation to holiness and spiritual growth in view of Christ’s great sacrifice. Christ’s vicarious sufferings.

The word of God is the necessary food for the soul, which if rightly used, does not leave a man as it finds him. He is changed to Christlikeness and the things contrary to Christ as purged from within.
One: Desire the Sincere Milk of the Word (I Peter 2:2)

Note: “The sincere milk of the word” or “the milk contained in the word, that is Christ” 

“All Mighty God”, Al-Shaddai, root of Shaddai is Shad meaning breast, satisfier, and sufficient One.

Verse 3

“If indeed you have tasted that the Lord is (good) gracious.”

Note: “A taste excites the appetite”
Ref. Hebrew 6:4-5  
      A.  Desire to feed on God’s word

      B.  Cultivate the hunger and thirst for God’s word

Believers should have the same yearning for spiritual food that a healthy infant has for its mother’s milk.

      C.  Don’t let bad attitude diminish your desire for God and His life giving word

      D.  Don’t let the cares, riches, or pleasures of this life choke you from receiving       spiritual food from the word of God.

Note: The word of God is the necessary food for a man’s soul, which, if rightly used, does not leave a man as it finds him, but improves him, causing him to realize his spiritual position in the world, and the necessity of purging out those things in his life which are contrary to Christ. 

TWO: We are a Holy Priesthood (I Peter 2:5)

“You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ”

Note: “Living stones” A phrase emphasizing both Christians’ union with and resemblance to Christ, the Living Stone.   

The Old Testament priest was to offer sacrifices and intercession to God on behalf of His people and communicate with God. (Ex. 28:1; II Chr. 29:11)

The believer, through Christ has been made a priest before God.                                   (Rev. 1:4-6; 5:9-10; 20:6)

1:4-6 “John, to the seven churches which are in Asia;
Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne,

And from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved and washed us from our sins in His own blood,

And has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

5:9-10 

And they sang a new song, saying;

“You are worthy to take the scroll

And to open its seals;

For you were slain, 

and have redeemed us to God by your blood.

Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,

10. And have made us kings and priests to our God;

And we shall reign on the earth.” 

THE BELIEVER’S PRIESTHOOD: 
1. Have direct access to God through Christ (St. John 14:6; Eph. 2:18)

2. Live holy lives before God (I Pet. 1:14-17)

3. Live a separated life unto God (Ro. 12:1-2; Heb. 13:15; Eph. 5:1-2)

4. Live a life of prayer and intercession for others (Col.4:12; I Tim. 2:1)

5. Live to declare God’s word and its success (I Pet. 3:15; Acts 4:31;                     I Cor. 14:26; II Thess. 3:1)    

THREE: We are a Holy Nation (I Peter 2:9-10)

9 “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

10. who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.” 
Note: Believers are set apart for God and His kingdom, as a “holy nation.”                           (Acts 20:28; Tit. 2:14)

“Therefore, take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.”

Tit. 2:14

“who gave Himself for us, that he might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special (peculiar) people. Zealous for good works.”

CHARACTER:

1. A multitude of people with the same nature

2. Set apart for God’s use

3. Obtained mercy

4. Strangers and temporary residents 

5. Abstain from fleshly desires that war against them

6. Conduct themselves honorably among unbelievers

      J.B. Phillips:

      I beg you, as those whom I love, to live in this world as strangers and     temporary residents, to keep clear of your lower natures, for they are always at war with your soul. Your conduct among the surrounding peoples in your different countries should always be good and right, so that although they may slander you as evil-doers, yet when troubles come, they may glorify God when they see how well you conduct yourself. (I Pet. 2:11-12)

RESULTS: So that in a case where they speak against you as those who do what is evil, they will, by observing your good works, glorify God on the day of visitation.
The election and calling of God’s people is not only for salvation, but for service as well. All believers are called to be a joyful witness to the saving acts of God. 
CONCLUSION: Remember
You are God’s special possession!

Song:

“The people of God shines like light,

The sword of the Spirit is in their hands,

That You O Lord might be glorified,

May Your kingdom come!”

PRAYER: 
 I promise to rid myself of every kind of evil,

 I am thirsty for your pure word,

 I ‘ve tasted that you are good,

 You’re the precious cornerstone,

 Your people are a spiritual house,

 Being built to serve You”
 Amen! And praise the Lord!

