9-14-2016          EXPRESSIONS OF WORSHIP
The Scriptures are filled with expressions of worship. The Old Testament as well as the new Testament are to be seen as normal expressions of people worshipping All Mighty God.

The sacrificial system was a formal expression of worship.

 Sacrifices an Act of Worship unto God

1. Burnt Offering- atonement for unintended sin in general; expression of devotion, commitment and surrender to God (Lev. 6:8-13)

2. Grain Offering- recognition of God’s goodness and provisions; devotion to God. (Lev. 6:14-23)
3. Peace Offering- thanksgiving and fellowship (Lev. 7:11-34)

4. Sin Offering- Mandatory atonement for specific unintentional sin; confession of sin; forgiveness of sin; cleansing from defilement                          (Lev. 4:1-5:13)  

5. Guilt Offering- mandatory atonement for unintentional sin requiring restitution; pay 20% fine. (Lev. 7:1-6)

When more than one kind of offering was presented, the procedure was as follows:

1. Sin offering or guilt offering.

2. Burnt offering

3. Peace offering and grain offering (along with a drink offering)

This sequence furnishes part of the spiritual significance of the sacrificial system.

First: Sin had to be dealt with (sin offering or guilt offering)

Second: The worshipper committed himself completely to God (burnt offering and grain offering) 

Third: Fellowship or communion between the Lord, the priest, and the worshipper (peace offering) was established.

Lev. 7:11-21(20) Peace offering

Amp: But the one who eats of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace offerings that belong to the Lord when he is [ceremonially] unclean, that person shall be cut off from his people [deprived of the privileges of association with them].

We are not left to our liberty in the acts of worship, but are under obligation to perform them in the manner God directs in His word.    

Note: Persons who were ceremonially unclean and yet participated in the sacrifices and offerings were subject to the severe judgment of God.

This rule was designed to teach the people how great an abomination it was for a person to claim to be in a covenantal relationship with God, yet deliberately and knowingly to cling to sin.

THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS HAD TWO MAIN PURPOSES:

1. To INSTRUCT the priest as mediators and their access to God by means of atoning blood.

2. To MAKE CLEAR God’s standard of holy living for His chosen people.

Human beings have had worship from the beginning of time.                                       

Adam and Eve had fellowship with God in the Garden of Eden. (Gen. 3:8)                              

 NEW TESTAMENT A REALITY: 

I Cor. 11: 27-30 NKJV

27. “Therefore, whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.

28. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.

29. For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.

30. For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep.”              (are dead)

Note: To eat the bread and drink the cup means to proclaim and accept the benefits of Christ’s sacrificial death on the cross. 

Both the Old Testament and New Testament have a sacrificial system that offer up praises to God.  

The death of Christ on the cross fulfilled all the Old Testament sacrificial system.

Through the “Lord’s Supper” we remember what He did in once-for-all sacrifice. No more shedding of blood. (I Cor. 11:23-26)

The sacrifice of praise is now in place!

The New is the sacrifice of praise through the Holy Spirit (Heb. 13:15-16)

15. “Therefore by Him, let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.    

16. But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.”

We are to offer our bodies as a sacrifice of praise to God (Ro. 12:1)
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.”
Note: Sacrifice of praise

Life of holy worship

Devotion to God and His word

Lifestyle of worship and service

The key element to Old Testament worship was praise to God                                            (Psalm 100:4; 106:1; 111:1; 113:1; 117) 

The key in the New Testament worship is praise to God                                         (Acts 2:46-47; 16:26; Ro. 15:10-11; Heb. 2:12)   
The church praises the Lord for what He has done, doing, and going to do!

The church worships the Lord for who he is!                
