10 7 2016              Keep God’s People Safe
TEXT: I Peter 5: 1-11(8)

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking who he may devour.”

Satan’s activity in this world:

1. He became ruler through usurpation (Jn. 12: 31; 14:30; 16:11)
2. He dominates the whole world (I Jn. 5:19)

3. He patrols the world with a host of evil spirits

4. He enslaves the unbeliever who are without Christ (Eph. 2:2)

5. He remains a threat to the believer in Christ (I Pet. 5:8)

6. He seeks to destroy the believer in Christ (St. John 10:10)
7. He will destroy anyone who abandons the protection of Christ’s blood (Rev. 12:11)

God’s Remedy in this world:
1. Spiritual warfare of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 6:11-18)

2. Praying to God (Mat. 6:13)

3. Putting on Christ fully (Eph. 6:11)

4. Resisting the schemes of Satan (I Pet. 5:9)

5. Standing firm in the faith (I Pet. 5:9)
“Greater is He who is in you, then he who is in the world” (I Jn 4:4)

ILLUSRATION:

How Satan works:

“Divide and conquer”

The church often worships the form instead of the Christ.

    Satan divides: 
1. Through lack of content; endurance for the hard time based on the uncompromising word of God.

“Thus says the Lord”

2. From healthy worship through people separation; inexperienced, new converts, young people, and older discouraged.

  BEWARE: Anything that divides the body (I Cor. 12:12-27)
  BEWARE DOUBLE: Anything that divides the young and the old.

  Music has become a major dividing force.

  Word preached become a major dividing force.

  Segregation is a major dividing force.

BLESSING: The young need the old and the old need the young.
“Experience verses inexperience”

The body needs all the members working together!

ILLUSRATED:

A lion pursuing a deer in the wild:
1. The deer can run faster that the loin

2. The lion is smarter than the deer

3. The lion follows along behind the herd keeping then on the move.
4. The lion knows there are many who become prey.

The old

The young

The infirm

Lion’s strategy is to separate the three from the herd.

Lion is relentless in “doing what he knows works”

The herd’s strategy is to keep the old, young, and infirmed in the middle and the lion cannot get to them.  

The body of Christ must do likewise!

“BEWARE OF COOL”

Pastors are called to keep the body of Christ one!

Not to allow the body to be divided!

Not to give place for cultural forms verses true worshipping together!

Not let the body of Christ be separated by the enemy!
PRAYER: 

