11 6 2016                              IN GOD WE TRUST
The church is to play a major role in the electing of the leaders who assist in the basic freedoms put forth by the founding fathers.
Psalm 33: 1-22(12)
Brief outline: Praise to God Almighty
1. The righteous are exhorted to praise God Almighty (Vs 1-3)
2. Praise Him because of His excellency of character (Vs 4-5)
3. Praise Him for His majesty in creation (Vs 6-7)
4. Praise Him for His purposes are fulfilled in providence (Vs 8-11)
5. Praise Him for proclaiming His people blessed (V 12)
6. Praise Him for His attributes and care of His people (Vs 13-19)
7. Praise Him for the fervent confidence in Him (Vs 20-21)
8. Praise Him with earnest prayer (Vs22) 
“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord”
Another way to say this:
“Blessed are the people whose God is the Lord”
“The people He has chosen for His own inheritance”
God chose us,
We chose Him,
We became the chosen!
A man may have his name written down in the chronicles, yet be lost,
Written in durable marble, yet perish,
Set upon a monument, yet be ignominious,
Inscribed on the hospital gates, yet go to hell,
Written in front of his own house, yet another came to possess it,
All these are but writings in the dust, or upon waters, where the characters perish so soon as they are made.
But the true comfort is this, when a man by assurance can conclude with his own soul that his name is written in those eternal pages of heaven, in God’s book of the elect, which shall never be wrapped up in darkness, but remain legible to all eternity. (T. Adams in part)
THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Dec. 15, 1791
Added to the constitution of the USA, along with nine other amendments, which together compose “The bill of rights”
The First Amendment reads:
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedoms of speech, or of the press; or of the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” 
NOTE: This nation of people has been given freedom such as few nations have ever experienced.
The people of God are blessed, and this nation of Christian believers based on Scriptural principles are of no exception.
The church in America has the authority to set a precedence for this nation and other nation around the world.
Benjamin Franklin wrote:
“Whoever shall introduce into public affairs the principles of primitive Christianity will change the face of the world”
“A Bible and a newspaper in every house, a good school in every district-all studied and appreciated as they merit- are the principal support of virtue, morality, and civil liberty.”
“Only a virtuous people are capable of freedom. As nations become corrupt and vicious, they have more need of masters.”
One of the greatest American preachers in the early 19th century, was an educator, author and the president of Oberlin College in Ohio. 
He believed that every human life was valuable and strongly supported giving freedom to the slaves.
His college was a busy station on the Underground Railroad, which secretly brought slaves to freedom.
Under His direction as president, Oberlin College was the first university in America to award college degrees to women and to blacks.
His college graduated Mary Jane Patterson, the first black woman ever to receive a bachelor’s degree in the United States.
His famous “lectures on revivals,” 1835, had a powerful impact in England, profoundly affecting,
 George Williams, who went on to found the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) 1844
William and Catherine Booth, who founded the Salvation Army, 1865
He also helped form:
The Benevolent Empire
The American board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 1810
The American Bible Association, 1816
The American Sunday School Union, 1826
The American Temperance Society, 1826
By the year 1834, the budget of these organizations was almost as large as the federal budget of that of that time. 
He also declared to the church:
“The church must take right ground in politics….the time has come for Christians to vote for honest men, and take consistent ground in politics or the Lord will curse them….
God cannot sustain this free and blessed country, which we love and pray for, unless the church will take right ground. Politics are a part of religion in such a country as a part of their duty to God….
God will bless or curse this nation according to the course Christians take in politics. (Notes of Charles Grandison Finney 1792-1875)
PRAYER:
You frustrate evildoer’s goals
 but Your own plans always succeed. 
Your chosen people live in Your blessing.
“Blessed in the nation whose God is the Lord.                                                                Blessed are the people who He has chosen for His own.”
