11 9 2016                         DO NOT LOVE THE WORLD
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)
This verse of Scripture reveals the heart and purpose of God.
Jesus made clear that a person must be “born again”

Jesus made clear, one cannot see or enter the kingdom unless they are “born again.”

To be “born again” is to be re-created and transformed by the Holy Spirit. (St. John 3:6; Ro. 12:2; Eph. 4:23; Tit. 3:5)

Jesus made clear one who is “born again” has eternal life.                                       (St. John 3:16; II Pet. 1:4; I John 4:11)

Being “born again” involves a transition from an old life of sin to a new life of obedience to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. (St. John 1:12)

Note: To be “born again” is an act of receiving Jesus Christ by faith.

It is not only an act of faith, but an ongoing attitude of perseverance in believing in Christ to complete the process in our salvation.                (Mt. 10:22; 24:12-13; Col. 1:21-23; Heb. 3:6, 12-15)

Being “born again” is to be set free from sins bondage.                         (St. John 8:36; Ro. 6:14-23)

Being “born again” means:

1. Living a life of righteousness (I John 2:29)

2. Love other believers (I John 4:7)
3. Avoid a life of sin (I John 3:9; 5:18)

4. Do not love the world (I John 2:15-17)

TRUE “born again” believers:

1. True believers cannot make sin a habitual practice in one’s life.              (I John 3:9) 
As a child of God, one must express a sincere desire and will to please God, and to avoid evil. (I John 1:5-7)

This is accomplished only through the grace given to the believer by Christ. (I John 2:3-11, 15-17, 24-29; 3:6-24)

The child of God can sustain from sin through a relationship with Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit. (St. John 15:4; Ro. 8:2-14)

2. Those who claim to be “born again”
Those who do live in immorality and follow the world’s ways, whatever they profess, demonstrate they are still not “born again,” children of Satan. (I John 3:6-10)

Scriptures affirm:

1. “If you live after the flesh, you shall die” (Ro. 8:13)
2. Sin and refusal to follow the Holy Spirit, can extinguish the life of God in the soul causing spiritual death.                                          (Mt. 12;31-32; I Cor. 6:9-10; Gal. 5;19-21; Heb. 6:4-6; I John 5:16)
3. The “born again” experience cannot be equated with physical birth, for the relationship of God with the believer is a matter of spirit rather than flesh. (St. John 3:6)  
4. The Father and the Son can never be annulled, the father and son relationship which God desires with us is voluntary and not indissoluble, during our probationary time on earth. (Ro. 8:13)

Note: The failing to put to death the sinful deeds of the body results in spiritual death. (Ro. 6:13)

 Those who consistently put to death the sinful deeds of the body, are being led by the Holy Spirit, and are the sons of God. (Ro. 8:13-14)
To be “born again” is to focus on God as our Father and His will for life and eternity.

St. Mt. 6:33

“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”

The verb “seek” implies being continually absorbed in a search for something, or making a strenuous and diligent effort to obtain something.

Christ refers to two objects in our seeking:

1. The kingdom of God

2. His righteousness    

