WHAT IS THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT?
The baptism in the Holy Spirit is the supernatural immersion into the Holy Spirit by the Lord Jesus Christ, with the initial evidence of speaking in tongues.

“I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me …shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit, and with fire.” (Matthew 3:11)
“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:4)
Everyone who is born again by grace through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is “born of the Spirit.” Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive ye the Holy Spirit”. (John 20:22) Yet, before He ascended to heaven, He told those same men to wait in Jerusalem and, “ye shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit…” (Acts 1:5)
The New Testament teaches that God has a gift to give any believer who will receive it. The progression in Acts 2:38 is, “Repent, and be baptized.…for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

God uses this term “baptidzo” for this spiritual impartation as well as for the sacrament of water baptism. This baptism is more than a “filling” of the Spirit. It is a time where the believer, in his pursuit of more of God’s presence and power in his life, surrenders to the Lord as a cleansed vessel. He responds to the Spirit, who overwhelms and washes his soul in a flood of power-producing joy. This baptism is also a free gift, given to every believer who will seek and receive it.  

The Apostle Paul said to a group of “Baptists” in Ephesus, “Have you received the Holy Spirit since you believed?” (Acts 19:2)
They were believers but they had not heard about the gift that God had available for them. They received Christian water baptism and then they began to speak in unknown languages as they were baptized in the Holy Spirit.

In the accounts in the book of Acts, there always was a supernatural manifestation that accompanied the baptism; and the “one” sign mentioned in Acts is speaking in tongues. When Peter heard Cornelius speaking in tongues, he was instantly convinced that Gentiles could be saved, even though, up until that moment, he thought salvation was for Jews only.                (Acts 10:44-48) 
The Bible speaks of the tongue as our most “unruly member.” (James 3:8) If our tongue becomes yielded to the Holy Spirit, it is a good “sign” that our whole heart is surrendered to the Lord.

To receive, ask God who sent Jesus into this world for the “Gift of the Holy Spirit” and the same one who died for you will baptize you in the Holy Spirit, and that is the Lord Jesus Christ himself.       

