3-9-2016                       THE BOOK OF JAMES
Sub: Faith without works is dead

Remember, faith without works cannot be called faith. Faith must work, it must produce, and it must be visible.

Faith is useless without works:

“If a man says he has faith”

What a man says does not document his faith. Making a profession of faith alone doesn’t mean he has faith. Simon the magician said he believed and was baptized and yet had no part with Christ. Faith must have works. True faith produces action or works.

James illustrates this truth with the story of saying to the naked and hungry one, “Be warmed and fed.” Saying it does not make it a reality. A man shows his faith by his works.
 He is justified.

1. Judicially by God (Ro. 8:33)

2. Meritoriously by Christ (Isa. 53:11)
3. Mediately by faith (Ro. 5:1) 

4. Evidently by works (Jas 2:17)  
Faith can be seen, and Jesus saw it, as recorded in Mark 2:1-12(5)

“When Jesus saw their faith”   

Text: St. James 2:14-26 NKJV
Even the devils have intellectual faith. They know there is a God and they fear because of Him. But that does not save them.                                  (Matt. 8:28; Lu. 4:34; II Pet. 2:4; Jude 8; Rev. 20:10) 

Note: True faith evidenced by works

True faith in Jesus Christ is evidenced in Him by sincere devotion to Him and His word.

Saving faith is always a living faith that not only confesses Jesus as Savior but also obeys Him as Lord.  

Loving obedience is an essential aspect of true faith.
BLESSING: There is no contradiction between James and Paul with regard to the matter of saving faith. 

1. Paul emphasizes faith as the means by which we accept Christ as Savior, but also obeys Him as Lord. (Ro. 3:21-26)

2. James calls attention to the fact that true faith must be an active and enduring faith that shapes our very existence.

Faith if it has not works is dead. 
Saving faith is so vital that it cannot help but express itself in godly action and devotion to Jesus Christ.

Works without faith are dead works.

True faith always manifests itself in obedience to God’s word and compassion for the needy people.

Paul supports this in Romans 1:5

“By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name:”

Note: Paul, at the beginning of the letter to the Romans and at the end of the letter, defines faith in terms of “obedience”.

For Paul, the nature of saving faith must be determined by its initial intention, 

A. Joining one’s life to God through Jesus Christ in love.

B. Devoted and grateful to God, and a desire to be obedient.
The faith of Abraham: (Jas. 2:21-24
Question: James 2:21

Note: The question raised does not concern the grounds of Abraham’s faith but the demonstration of his faith. 

Abraham’s faith was put to the test and demonstrated, not to satisfy God, but for man’s sake.

Abraham was justified many years before. All this proves that Abraham demonstrated his faith in his offering of Isaac, believing that God would raise him from the dead. (Gen. 15:2)

The faith of Rahab: (Jas. 2:25)

Rahab demonstrated her faith by helping the spies. Faith is a spiritual quality; works are material. Faith corresponds to the spirit, works to the body.
Key Word: Works

Key Verse: Jas. 2:26

“For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.”

PRAYER:            
