3 23 2016       THE BOOK OF JAMES      Sub: The Uncontrollable Tongue 
Text: James 3:1-12
Subject: Importance of correct speaking (control of the tongue)
Key word:  Tongue 
Verse 5 
“Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things. See how great a forest fire is kindled.”
Strong verses 5, 6, 10
The tongue as a fire:
James emphasizes our inclination to sin in our speaking. Sinful speaking includes,
Harsh and unkind words

Lying

Exaggeration

Teaching false doctrine

Slander

Gossiping

Boasting
Mature believers keep their tongue under control by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, “taking captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” (II Cor. 10:5)
Because the tendency to sin with the tongue, James exhorts every person to “be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath.”           (James 1:19)
BLESSING: The child of God who is not affected by the sins of the tongue but takes care to avoid them, has an undoubted sign of true grace. The wisdom and grace of God which enables one to control the tongue, will enable him also to control all other actions.
Chapter one Trial of faith

Chapter two Faith without works

Chapter three True wisdom

FIRST: False wisdom is revealed through an unbridled tongue

1. There is a danger in eagerness to teach (3;1-2)
2. Not take the position of their own choosing (Tim. 5:22)
3. God alone can place a person into ministry (Eph. 4:8-16)
4. Teachers have a great responsibility (St. John 21:15-17)
5. Those able to control the tongue are fit for ministry (I Tim. 3:7)
Teaching was a highly respected profession in Jewish culture. Many Jews who embraced Christianity wanted to become teachers (masters). James warned that although it is good to want to teach, the teachers responsibility is great because their words affect others spiritual lives.

What you say and what you do are both important. Proper speech is not only saying the right words at the right time, but controlling your desire to say what you shouldn’t.  Examples, gossiping, putting others down, bragging, manipulating, false teaching, exaggerating, complaining, flattering and lying.

Before you speak we must ask ourselves, 

Are what I want to say true?

Is it necessary?

Is it kind?

Does it build up or bring down others?
SECOND: The deadly tongue

1. The tongue has great power

A. A horse is turned about by the bit in its mouth. So the tongue turns a man’s whole course of life.

B. The pilot turns the ship with a small rudder. The tongue is like a small rudder.

C. The tongue boasts great things. It sets on fire a great mass of material.

D. There is power behind an unbridled tongue:

1. It is set on fire of hell

2. The word hell is “gehenna” (Mat. 5:22)
3. The unbridled tongue defiles the whole body and sets on fire the course of nature.

E. The tongue is important to control (James 3:7-8)
Though all kinds of creatures have been tamed, man cannot control the tongue.

F. The tongue is capable of blessing God and men and cursing them. (James 3:9-12)
G. Nature illustrates- A fountain doesn’t send forth sweet and bitter water; a fig tree cannot bear olives.

If no human being can control the tongue, why bother trying? 

It is better to fight than going around starting new fires. 
WARNING: Remember we are not fighting the tongue’s fire in our own strength.
INSTRUCTION: The Holy Spirit will give us increasing power to monitor and control what we say. 
BLESSING: As Christians we are not sinless, but we should never stop growing in the character of our Lord.
THIRD: False wisdom

The fruit is bitter envy, strife, and evil works. Its source is earthly, sensual, and devilish. This corresponds with the three sources of temptation: the world, the flesh and the devil.
FOURTH: True wisdom

Its fruit is pure, peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, without hypocrisy. It is first of all pure from the earthly, sensual and Devilish.

Have you ever known anyone who claimed to be wise, but acted foolishly?     

True wisdom can be measured by one’s character.

As you can identify a tree by the type of fruit it produces, you can evaluate your wisdom by the way you act.

Foolishness leads to disorder, but wisdom leads to peace and goodness. (Prov. 6:6-19)
CONCLUSION: 
Wisdom shows itself in speech.                                                           (one’s character)
We are responsible for the destructive results of our talk.           (one’s responsibility)
 The wisdom of God that helps control the tongue can help control all our actions.                                                                                           (one’s encouragement)
 Accepting God’s wisdom will help control the tongue and will affect your speech.                                                                                                  (one’s Godly influence)
 Your words will convey true humility and lead to peace.             (one’s Godly wisdom) 
Think before you speak and allow God to give you self-control.   (one’s Godly character)
Produces Godly influence on others!
