3 30 2016                         THE BOOK OF JAMES
Chapter 4: 1-17 

The rebuke of worldliness and of exhortation to humility before God.

Worldly and fleshly lusts are the elements will not allow contentment or satisfaction in the mind, and rise up to the exclusion of prayer and the working of our affections toward God.

Chapter 4 is one of the Bible’s best Scriptures for dealing with the subject of “lust.” James 1:14-15, and here in this part of his epistle he expounds on the subject most thoroughly.

WARS AND FIGHTING

1. These things have their source within a man, not from outside of him. 

2. When one has “heavenly wisdom,” he has peace and makes peace.

3. The lust within a man is the cause of fighting. From within the cravings of his flesh.

4. The conflict passes between man and man, nation and nation.

THE OBJECT OF LUST

1. Lust is completely selfish desire that’s end is to spend what it desires for itself.

2. The Greek word for lust is, “desire for something that does not insure the possession of it.”
3. “You murder” in verse 2 is not to be taken literally, but rather, in the sense of envy or hate which in the sight of God is murder.

4. These sins keep one from receiving from God the promises that come to us through prayer not through fighting and envy.

5. We must not only pray for good things, but we must pray in the right spirit.    

LUST REVEALS AN UNSANCTIFIED HEART

1. An unsanctified heart goes after the world.

Gal. 6:14

“God forbid that I should boast except in the cross in the Lord Jesus Christ by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” 

2. An unsanctified heart makes us adulterers and adulteresses in a spiritual sense.

Gen. 12 Abraham was separated from the world.

3. The Holy Spirit who dwells in us does not lust after evil things.

4. To go after the world is to be walking in the flesh.

5. The Holy Spirit jealously “desires us for His own.”

THE REMEDY FOR LUSTING

1. Pride is the root of envy

God gives grace to the humble. Humbling ourselves, before God is the remedy for lusting.

2. One who lifts himself above his brother, lefts himself above God, and God resists him.
A RIGHT ATTITUDE TOWARD GOD
James 4:7-8

I Pet. 5:5-11(6)

“Therefore humble yourself under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time.”
Deut. 30:20

Draw near to God, cleave to Him 

A RIGHT ATTITUDE TOWARD SELF

James 4: 9-10

1. Cleanse and purify yourself.

2. Cleanse your hands from spiritual adultery and envy and pride will be taken away.

3. A double minded man is divided between God and the world.

Psalm 24:3-4 (NKJV)
A RIGHT ATTITUDE TOWARD OTHERS

James 4:11-12; 4:13-17 (lust delays)
1. Do not speak evil of others.

2. Be subject to one another

I Pet.5:1-5; Ps. 66:12

3. Do not judge (Mat. 7:1)

4. Obey the law of God rather than becoming a judge of the law.

5. The law commands us to love our neighbor as ourselves.

6. Lust: the delay in doing the will of God 

James calls attention to the frailty of life and the presumption of lust that declares what it will do to obtain what it wants. It rejoices in its boastings of plans that may never be realized.
Luke 12:18 tells us there is a veil over the future; we do not know what shall take place tomorrow.

James 4:15 (NKJV) tells us

Our attitude should be “if the Lord wills”
If we know to do good, and do not do it, it is sin. Knowledge without practice is presumptuous sin. Light that is not obeyed leads to darkness.

Compare these scriptures: Pro. 16:18-19; I Pet. 5:5-6

Let the believer be free from the friendship of the world, and 
BE SUBMISSIVE TO GOD, THUS SHUTTING AND BOLTING THE DOOR AGAINST THE DEVIL!
Prayer:

