4 20 2016            What the Scriptures tell us about Hell
Sub: Words for hell in Scripture

There are at least 90 references in the Scriptures that give truth to a place of eternal, everlasting punishment for the wicked dead.

The English word “hell” is defined in our dictionaries as the following:

1. The abode of evil spirits

2. Infernal regions (Gr. inferno meaning belonging to hell)

3. A place of eternal punishment

4. Extreme torment

5. In ancient terms, the place of departed spirits 
In Scripture hell is not the grave, but a place of eternal consciousness and torment!  

Correctly translated in its various, yet exact connotations, according to the O. T. Hebrew and the N.T. Greek, the words direct us to the following conclusions:  

Translated “Hell” 54 times

1. Sheol  31 times

2. Hades 10 times

3. Gehenna 12 times

4. Tartarus 1 time

Using “pit”

O.T. from sheol 3 times

O.T. “bottomless pit” or “abandon” translated “destruction” 7 times

N.T. from “bottomless pit” as “abyss” 11 times

Using “tartarus” 5 times

From hades 1 time

From word translated “darkness” 2 times

References to the “lake of fire” and or “second death” (each used 5 times) 10 times

Total 90 times

So we see 90 instances in Scriptures of direct truths which teach there is a place of eternal, everlasting punishment for the wicked dead.

FIRST: Sheol meaning the world of the dead, and translated in the N. T. as “grave” or “hell” or “pit.” It always refers to the unseen world of the departed.
Sheol is the pace where the dead go.

Sheol is translated “hell” in Deut. 32:22; II Sam. 22:6; Job. 11:8, 26:6; Ps. 9:17; 16:10; 18:5; 55:15; 86:13 and many more.
Sheol is translated “grave” where all human activities cease. In            Ge. 37:35; 42:38; 44:29; I Sam. 2:6; I kings 2:6; 2:9; Job. 7:9 and many more

Sheol is translated “pit” in Num. 16:30; 16:33

Sheol is translated as “a place of sorrow”. In II Sam. 22:6; Ps. 18: 5; 116:3

SECOND: Hades is equivalent to the Hebrew word sheol

Before the ascension of Christ, there were two divisions in hades.
1. There was a fixed “gulf” between the two place of abode. 

Luke 16:19-31 READ

2. These two divisions were the abode of the “saved” (paradise and or Abraham’s bosom) and the “lost” (subterranean retreat, with all its accessories.)    
3. The dead who were justified by faith (who had received a good report, and had their faith counted unto them for righteousness) were with Abraham; they were conscious and comforted.                       (St. Luke 16:25)

4. The man known and even often thoughtlessly referred to as “the thief on the cross” or “the other malefactor” who died on his cross alongside Jesus was classified a “believer” by Jesus Himself (as they were both dying) when he asked Jesus to “remember me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus immediately replied, “Today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:39-43)

5. The “lost” were separated from those who were saved by the “great gulf” as seen in the Scriptures. (Luke 16: 26)

6. Jesus makes clear in these Scriptures of “representative man” of the lost, who are now in hades, as in this case “the rich man” and is in full exercise of his faculties, memory, etc. he is now in torment according to the last glimpse of him in hell; and he will remain in such condition according to the words of Jesus Christ Himself.
7. Christ arose from death, hell and the grave more than a conqueror. However, the unsaved dead are concerned there will be no change, no comfort, nor will there ever be any change until they are brought before “the Great white throne judgment” where they will face God. At the judgment hades will give them up; they will be judged according to their deeds done in their bodies, as well as what they did with Jesus, the Son of God. They will be judged, sentenced, and passed into the “lake of Fire.” (Rev. 20:13-14)       
8. Paul confirms a change has taken place where the “saved” were held.  According to divinely inspired living word of God, paradise is now in the presence of God and the saved. (II Cor. 12:1-4)

9. This change took place when Christ ascended; changing of paradise from the second division of sheol and /or hades into that of heaven. (Eph. 4:8-10)  
THIRD: Hades is translated “hell” in the following places (Mt. 11:23; 16:18; Lu. 10: 15; 16:23; Acts 2:27; 2:31; rev. 1:18; 6:8; 20:13-14

Hades is translated “grave” in only one place in the N.T. (I Cor. 15:55)

Queber in the Hebrew word for grave and always speaks of the place where the body goes at death.

A. The seen world where dead bodies are buried

B. Contrast with sheol, the unseen world of departed spirits

C. Queber is translated:

1. Grave

2. Graves

3. Burial

4. Buying place

5. Sepulchre

6. Sepulchres

FORTH: Gehenna; also appears as geenna

This place gehenna and its geographical location is taken from the following Scriptures. (Neh. 11:30; Jos. 15:8; 18:16; II Chr. 28:2; Jer. 7:32; II Kings 23:10)

Also these verses of Scripture have a reference to “the valley of [the sons of] Hinnom.” 
Because of what this represented, it was transferred from its original connotation to “that place in hades where wicked after death will suffer punishment.”

In its original historical setting it was geographically known as the “valley of lamentations”. This was the valley on the south and east of Jerusalem, yet apparently beginning on the west, deriving it through the Chaldees. It was so called from the cries of little children who were thrown into the fiery arms of Molech, the idol having the form of a bull. 
A. The Jews so hated it after these horrible sacrifices had been abolished by king Josiah that they cast into it all manner of dead bodies of animals and unburied criminals who had been executed.

B. Since fire was also needed to consume the dead bodies so that the air would not become tainted by their putrefaction, it came to pass that this place was called “geenna tou puros.”

C. Some suppose that it was not purifying fire but the fires of Molech; others regard it in its natural symbol of penalty.        (Num. 16:35; Ps. 11:6; II Thess. 1:8)
Then this name “geenna” was transferred to that place in hades where the wicked, after death, will suffer punishment.

Gehenna is translated “hell” in the following Scriptures. (Mt. 5:22; 5:29-30; 10:28; 18:9; 23:15, 33; Mk. 9:43, 45, 47; Jas 3:6; Lu. 12:15)

FIFTH: Tartarus is the Latin as well as the English form of “tartaroo” from Greek word tartar’os translated one time as “hell”. It means “to incarcerate in eternal torment; a place of punishment in the lower earth (‘cast down to hell’).

Tartarus is the deepest abyss of sheol-hades, the unseen world of the wicked. This place called tartarus is not for human beings, but for  “angels who kept not their first estate” and are “chained under darkness” awaiting judgment. (II Peter 2:4)

Mnaymion is the proper Greek word for “grave.”

It is translated six different ways in the Scriptures.

1. Grave (John 11:17; 11:31; 11:38)

2. Graves (Mt. 27:52-53; Lu. 11:44; John 5:28; Rev. 11:9)

3. Tomb (Mt. 27: 60; Mk. 6:29)

4. Tombs (Mt. 8:28; Mk. 5:2, 3, 5; Lu. 8;27)

5. Sepuchre (Mt. 27:60; 28:8; Mk. 15:46; 16:2-8; Lu. 24:22; John 19:41; 20: 1-11)

6. Sepuchres (Mt. 23:29; Lu. 11:47-48)

CONCLUSION:

It has been abundantly proved from the word of God in the study of all previously given Scriptures that hell is in no wise ever to be considered as the grave. 

The focus has been on four words translated “hell” used to explain the reality of what dying and going to the grave in tales.

Sheol, hades, gehenna, and tartarus and also the word queber, the O. T. word for grave and mnaymion the N. T. word for “grave” or “burial place”.

These facts are overwhelming truths from the word of God itself on the doctrine of eternal hell and purpose to never be bound by any of its surroundings, environments, or inmates; instead, through the knowledge of His word, anointed by the Spirit of God, may we be able to “snatch from the burning” those who otherwise would be lost to this eternal perdition; this place of everlasting, eternal punishment, consciousness and torment for the wicked dead forever and ever and ever, age upon ages.

PRAYER:      

