                                  8-17-16   THE FEAR OF THE LORD
The past few weeks has been about men and women who walked in “the fear of the Lord.” 

Abraham, Joseph, Pauh, Shiphrah, David and in this lesson we will look at the life of Solomon.

Solomon in Hebrew means, peace or peaceable

The tenth son of David
The second son of Bathsheba

His name given by Nathan the prophet 

The third king of Israel

Solomon reigned 40 years
Influenced by his mother and Nathen the prophet

Ref. Scriptures: (II Sam. 5:14; 12:24, 25; I King 1:11, 12)

BACKGROUND: Solomon’s life and influence on the world

1. SOLOMON’S CONSECRATION TO THE LORD (I King 3:1-15) (9: 1-9)

     Requirements of the Lord
     Promises from the Lord

     Provision of the Lord

     Prosperity from the Lord

2. SOLOMON’S  ACCOMPLISHMENTS
    Bringing the Ark into its resting play

    The building of the temple

    Prominent place of Israel in the world

    Riches of Israel’s treasures

    Mighty army of Israel

   Unmatched knowledge (wisdom) of Solomon world-wide
3. SOLOMON’S RESOURCES  

Favor of the Lord
Stores of wealth

Support of the people of Israel

4. SOLOMON’S BEGINNING AND ENDING

FIRST: The work of Solomon was a development of his father’s ideas of a consolidated kingdom and what marvelous success crowned his efforts.

A. Solomon gave Israel a glory, prestige, and slender unsurpassed in the world‘s history.

B. Solomon seemed to rule for his own aggrandizement and not for the welfare of the people.

C. Solomon’s lavish spending brought heavy taxation and poverty on the people.

SECOND: Solomon’s beginning was commendable. (I Kings 3)

A. Solomon’s great prayer also acknowledged his full recognition of God.

B. Solomon wrote one thousand and five songs, three thousand proverbs.

THIRD: Solomon took his first step downward when he went to Egypt and married the daughter of pharaoh to be his queen.

A. Solomon had seven hundred wives, three hundred concubines.

B. Solomon became an idolater as a result of his women.                (I Kings 11:1-8; Neh. 13:26)

C.  Solomon participated in idol worship of foreign gods of his wives.

D. Solomon began to deteriorate as a result of sensuality, pride, and wealth.

5. SOLOMON’S LAST WORDS
He became dissatisfied with life itself. All rivers ran into Solomon’s sea: wisdom, knowledge, wine and women, wealth and fame, music and song.

He tried them all, but all was vanity and vexation of spirit simply because God had been left out!

 CONCLUSION:
He is described as an old man at sixty years of age. 

Nothing is known about his end, if he repented or not.

He never wrote a psalm of repentance.

“The shipwreck of Solomon is surely the most terrible tragedy in all the world. For if ever there was a shining type of Christ in the Old Testament church, it was Solomon….but everyday sensuality made him in the end a castaway.” (Alexander Whyte)  

With this great failure before us let us take to heart the fact that Solomon’s wisdom did not teach him self-control, and that the only legacy of his violated home life was a son named Rehoboam, “ample in foolishness and lacking in understanding.” (C. W. Emmet)

Jesus said that the lilies of the field had greater glory than all the gaudy pomp and pride of Solomon.
Solomon sums up life in his own words:

Eccl. 11:9-10; 12:1-14 (13-14)

“Let us hear the conclusion of the matter:

Fear God and keep His commandments,

For this is man’s all.

14. For God will bring every work into judgment,

Including every secret thing,

Whether good or evil.” 

Solomon in the end of life realized the fear of the Lord is the main thing in life!

“Oh, fear the Lord, you His saints!

There is no want to those who fear Him. (Ps 34:9) 

NOTE: 

1. Focus on the promises of God’s word

2. Do not allow this world to sway you with its pleasures

3. Walk in reverence toward God with all your heart

PRAYER:
For souls

For wisdom

For people to be healed

For the nations

For people being filled with the Spirit of God

For the “Spirit of the fear of the Lord” 

