10 5 2016              Part 5  WORSHIP
The church is to worship the Lord, and the Lord alone. The world worships its god’s of this world, and the church must not get caught up in doing likewise.

The people of God worship in spirit and in truth. God is Spirit and must be worshipped in spirit.

When people assemble to worship there is no guarantee that true worship is taking place, and that God, is accepting their praise and listening to their prayers. God manifests Himself when worship is not hindered. 
Things that can hinder worship:

1. IF the people of God assemble, and only lip service is given and their heart is far from Him, worship is not accepted!                                  (Mt. 15:7-9; 23:23-28; Mk. 7:5-7)

Example: The church at Ephesus, which continued to worship the Lord, but no longer really loved Him supremely. (Rev. 2:1-5)
The church at Corinth, received warning when participating in the “Lord’s Supper” without departing from sin, and without properly recognizing the body of Christians, which brings judgment on themselves. (I Cor. 11:28-30)

To eat and drink in an unworthily manner is to partake of the “Lord’s Supper” in an indifferent, self-centered, careless and irreverent spirit, without any intention or desire of departing from known sins and of accepting the covenant of grace with all its promises and obligations.

To do this is to sin against the Lord, and brings the individual under the judgment of God, being guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord, which means being held responsible for His death.                          (I Cor. 11:29-32)   

When our hearts are turned toward God in humility, righteousness, and a desire to fellowship with Him, and have a right relationship, He will come and draw near to each one worshipping Him.                                 (Jas. 4:8; Ps. 24: 3-4) 
2. Another hindrance to worshipping God is “Lifestyle of compromise.” This includes, sin and immorality, or anything God refuses to accept.

Example: The first king of Israel, Saul, who sacrificed unto the Lord but was not accepted because he had disobeyed the Lord’s commands.                   (I Sam. 15:1-23)

Isaiah, castigates God’s people as a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, and at the same time, they were offering sacrifices and celebrating their holy days. (Isa. 1:4)
 The Lord responds, (Isa. 1: 10-15)
 Repent and turn (Isa. 1:18-20)

Likewise, the New Testament church, Jesus urged the worshippers in Sardis to wake up, because “I have not found your works perfect before God” (Rev. 3:2)

James indicates, God will not hear the selfish prayers of those who have not separated themselves from the world. (James. 4:1-5)

God’s people can expect God to draw near to them and accept their worship only when their hearts are pure, and they have kept their hand clean. 
PRAYER: 

    “I will stop doing evil and learn to do good. 
I’ll seek justice and defend the helpless.

Though my sins are bright red You will wash them white as snow.

Lord, You, ache at my wayward heart.

Lord, You, long to see justice and righteousness once again.

Lord, You, purify me and restore me! 

Amen.  
