10 16 2016                       II Chr. 7:14 If MY PEOPLE
God’s judgment of His people during times of moral decline, spiritual apathy, and worldly compromise is,

Drought

Barrenness

Pestilence

Affliction

Verse 13

“If I shut up heaven that there is no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among the people;”

ANSWER:
Verse 14
“If My people, which are called by My name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”

1. Humble themselves: God’s people must,

A. Recognize their failures

B. Manifest sorrow for their sin

C. Renew their commitment to do God’s will

Humbling oneself before God and His word means recognizing one’s spiritual poverty. 
(II Chr. 11:16; 15:12-13; 34:15-19; Ps. 51:17; Mt. 5:3)

2. Pray: God’s people must call out to God in,

A. Desperation for mercy

B. Completely depend upon Him

C. Trust Him to intervene

Prayer must be earnest and sustained until God answers from heaven              (Luke 11: 1-13; 18:1-8; Jas 5:17-17)

3. Seek My face: God’s people must diligently turn to God with the whole heart and long for His presence- and not just try to escape from adversity (11:16; 19:3; I Chr. 16:11; 22:19; Isa. 55:6-7)

4. Turn from their wicked ways: God’s people must truly repent by,

A. Turning from specific sins

B. All forms of idolatry

C. Renounce conformity to the world

D. Draw near to God for mercy, forgiveness and cleansing                                 (II Chr. 29:6-11; II Kings 17;13; Jer. 25:5; Zech. 1:4; Heb. 4:16)
God says: Then will I hear…forgive…heal!

When these conditions for revival and restoration are met then God’s threefold promise of revival will be fulfilled.

1. God will turn away His anger from His people

2. God will hear their desperate cry and be attentive to their prayers

3. God will show compassion for His people                                                 (Ps.85:4-7; 102:1-2, 13; Jer. 33:3; Joel 2:12-13, 18-19)
4. God will forgive His people, cleanse them from their sins,

A. Restore His favor

B. Restore His presence

C. Restore peace

D. Restore truth

E. Restore righteousness

F. Restore His power 

“Among His people”

(Ps. 85:9-13; Jer. 33:7-8; Hos. 10;12; Joel 2:25; II Cor. 6:14-18)

5. God will heal His people and their land by again, 

A. Pouring out rain (physical favor and blessing)
B. Pouring out the Holy Spirit (spiritual awakening among His covenant people and among the spiritually lost)                                                                          (Ps. 51:12-13; Hos. 5:14-6:3, 11; Joel 2:28-32)

As God’s people we have a responsibility to obey God’s word, and do as He says, for the covenant people’s sake, and the unregenerate people of this world.  

