11 23 2016      THANKSGIVING TO GOD AS A NATION
The first Thanksgiving Celebration (Plymouth, Dec. 11, 1621)  
Our corn did prove well; and God be praised, we had a good increase of Indian corn. Our harvest being gotten in, our Governor sent four men on fowling, that so we might, after a special manner rejoice together after we had gathered the fruit of our labors. Many of the Indians came amongst us, and amongst the rest their greatest king, Massasiot, with some ninety men whom for three days we entertained or feasted. (Edward Winslow)

THANKGIVING PROCLAIMED:

It is ordered ye 11th day of June throughout this jurisdiction shall be set apart for a day of thanksgiving to Almighty God for His great and victorious miracles. (In part)

THANKSGIVING FOR THE ABUNDANT HARVEST

Thou visitest the earth and waterest it,

Thou greatly enrichest it with the river of God, which is full of water;
Thou preparest them corn, when thou hast so provided for it.
Thou crownest the year with thy goodness,

And the little hills rejoice on every side.

The pastures are clothed with flocks;

The valleys also are covered over with corn;

They shout for joy, they also sing.

PRAISE TO GOD AND THANKS WE BRING

I. Praise to God, and thanks we bring, hearts, bow down, and voices, sing!
Praises to the glorious One, all His year of wonder done!

Praise Him for His budding green, April’s resurrection scene;

Praise Him for shinning hours, starring hours, all the land with flowers!

II.

Praise Him for His summer rain, feeding day and night the grain;

Praise him for His tiny seed, holding all His world shall need;

Praise Him for His garden root, meadow grass and orchard fruit;

Praise for hills and valleys broad, each the table of the Lord!

III.

Praise Him now for snowy rest, falling soft on nature’s breast;
Praise for happy dreams of birth, brooding in the quiet earth;

For His year of wonder done, praise to the all glorious One!

Hearts, bow down, and voices, sing, praise, and love, and thanksgiving!

THANKSGIVING FOR SPIRITAL BLESSING

“It is written: Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God”

“Bless the Lord, O my soul;

And all that is within me, bless His holy name.”

PRAYER OF THANKS TO GOD FOR HIS UNSPEAKABLE GIFT
“Father of mankind, who giveth to thy creatures all things richly to enjoy! 

What can we render thee for all the abounding blessings that crown our lives!

What canst thou do but give, what can we do but receive, since all that we can offer is already thy own!

Thou hast given the earth to the children of men. We give thanks and praise for the coming and going of day and night, for the march of the seasons, for the ever repeated miracle of growth by which all creatures are fed. 

We give thanks for the countless common benefits and comforts of every day and night: for the flowers of human kindness that spring along the path; for the law of commandments which teach that we are thy servants; for the gospel of love which assures us that we are thy children. Amen.

CONCLUSION:

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not his benefits;

Who redeems thy life from destruction; who crowns thee with loving-kindness and tender mercies.”  
To God we are thankful!  

