12-4- 2016   Revival Brings Out Greatness
GREATNESS: The state or quality of being great, largeness of bulk, dimensions, number, or quantity. Breath of mind; nobility, worth. 
Under the law of the Nazarite, the person committed to consecration before the Lord were to offer a sacrifice after completing their vow of separation. (Num. 6:1-21)
The Nazarite was to offer the same kind of sacrifice as the high priest offered on the day of his ordination. (Lev. 8-9)

The men and women who were completely dedicated to the Lord were as important in the sight of God as the highest minister in the congregation.

PRINCIPLE:

GREATNESS, in God’s kingdom is not based on position and power, but on consecration and commitment.

The principle for greatness is revealed in these Scriptures.

THE NEW TESTAMENT REVEALS THIS GREATNESS
ST. LUKE 22:24-30 NKJV (read) 
Note: Another way of explaining the principle

An argument broke out among the disciples over which one of them should be regarded as the greatest.
But Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles rule over their subjects, and those in authority over them are called friends of the people.

But that’s not the way it will be with you. Instead, the greatest among you must become like a person of lower status and the leader like a servant. So which one is greater, the one who is seated at the table or the one who serves at the table? 
Isn’t it the one who is seated at the table?

But I am among you as one who serves.

You are the ones who have continued with me in my trials.

And I confer royal power on you just as my Father granted royal power to me. Thus you will eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones overseeing the twelve tribes of Israel.
Revival Brings Out Greatness:
ONE: GREATNESS, is not based on position, office, leadership, power, influence, academics, decrees, fame, ability, great accomplishments, or success. 

It is not so much what we do for God, as what we are in spirit before Him. (Lu. 22:25-27; Mt. 18:2-4) 

Lu. 22:25-27

And He said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those who exercise authority over them are called benefactors.

But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves.”

Mt. 18:2-4

Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them,

And said, “Assuredly, I say to you; unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.

Therefore, who ever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
TWO: GREATNESS, requires that we become great in the right areas.

A. Great in faith

B. Great in Godly character

C. Great in Godly wisdom

D. Great in self-control

E. Great in patience

F. Great in love 
G. Great in the likeness of Christ
     Galatians 5:22-23; Heb. 1:9
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

Gentleness, self-control, against such there is no law.”

Heb. 1:9

“You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness;

Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your companions” 

 THREE: GREATNESS, is a matter of heartfelt love, commitment, and dedication to God.

What is important is to be consecrated and faithful where God chooses to place us.

In God’s kingdom, the greatest are those who are great in love, loyalty, and commitment to Him, and to His revealed word.

Luke 21:3-4; Ro. 12:1-2

“So He said, “Truly I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all;

For all of these out of their abundance have put in offerings for God, but she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that she had.”    

Ro. 12:1-2
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”
FOUR: GREATNESS, will be seen in doing God’s work, but only in the area in which God has placed you and in the context of the gifts that He has given you. (Ro. 12:3-8; I Cor. 12)

Ro. 12:3-8 

3. “For I say, through the grace given me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he aught to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.

4. For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function,

5. So we being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.

6. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us them; if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 

7. Or ministry, let us it for our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching;

8. He who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.” 

Serving with GREATNESS in the church:

The Lord Jesus, and the apostle Paul, make clear, those who serve in leadership must lead as servants, helping those under them to fulfill God’s will for their lives.

They must never misuse or betray their position by seeking fame, power, wealth, or special privilege.  

GREATNESS is serving others as Jesus Christ served. (St John 13)  

PRAYER:
