1-1-2017                      NEW YEARS AND GOD’S HELP
The old year 2016 has come and gone, and the year 2017 is upon us. 

In God’s eternal time-table, His perspective is from eternity past to eternity future. 
The new year brings more time for the church to accomplish what God has ordained for this season. 

The words of John Westley:

“Come let us anew

Our journey pursue,

Roll around with the year,

And never stand still until the Master appears.

His adorable will

Let us gladly fulfil,

And our talents improve,

By the patience of hope, and the labor of love.

O that each in the day

Of His coming may say,

“I have fought my way through,

I have finished the work You did give me to do.”
Note: When the Lord give us an assignment, He helps with the ability, the financing, and the other means necessary to finish.

TEXT:      Isaiah 41:1-29 (8-14 HCSB) God’s help for Israel
8. “But you, Israel, My servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, 

           Descendant of Abraham, My friend,

     9. I brought you from the ends of the earth and called you

         From the ends of the earth and called you from its farthest corners. I said to you: You are My servant; I have chosen you                     and not rejected you.

10. Do not fear, I am with you; do not be afraid, for I am your God. I will strengthen you; I will help you; I will hold on to you with My righteous right hand.

11. Be sure that all who are enraged against you will be ashamed and disgraced; those who contend with you will become as nothing and will perish.
12. You will look for those who contend with you, but you will not find them. Those who war against you will become absolutely nothing.  

13. For I, Yahweh your God, hold your right hand and say to you: Do not fear, I will help you.

14. Do not fear, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel: I will help you, Your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.”
Isaiah 41: Context

Greatness of God and weakness of man. Admonition to shun idols and encouragement to trust in God.

God is infinite, eternal and unchangeable. He has governed the world from the beginning and will to the end of time. 

Let the believer therefore depend upon Him as the God sufficient for him in the worst of times.

A. God’s grace can silence fears, even when there is the greatest cause for them. 

B. Christ is the Redeemer and the Holy One of Israel engaged by promise of God’s people. 

C. In Christ Jesus, our Lord, is help found, therefore let Him be worshipped in the beauty of holiness.   

Note: The principles revealed here in Isaiah 41 are to be applied to the church as well.  
Jesus said: 

“And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age”        (Mt. 28: 20b)
Jesus said:

“I will never leave you or forsake you” (Heb. 13:5b) 

The Lord is my helper

I will not be afraid.

What can man do to me? (Heb. 13:6)

The new year will bring new circumstances and tests:

 God is with us! Because we are His chosen servants                       (Eph. 1:3-12; I Pet. 2:9)

God’s promises to us are to be claimed:

1. God graces us to face all of life’s circumstances.
2. God’s grace helps us through all times of crisis as our source of peace.

3. God’s grace sustains us and is our Advocate.  
The journal of John Wesley records conspicuous New Year resolves and prayers. 

It was New Year’s Day, 1736, that found Wesley on board a ship bound for Georgia to engage in missionary work and under this date we have the entry,

“Oh, may the New Year bring a new heart and a new life to all those who seek the Lord God of their fathers.”
It was New Year’s Day, 1790, after 50 years of joyful service, Wesley wrote,

“I am an old man, decayed from head to foot. My eyes are dim; my right hand shakes much; my mouth is hot and dry every morning. I have a lingering fever almost every day; my motion is weak and slow. However, blessed be God. I can preach and write still.”
Eighteen months later the old warrior laid down his sword crying,

“The best of all is God is with us.”

CONCLUSION: 1-1 2017

What a motto to have for us in the year of our Lord 2017, 

“If God is with and for us, who or what then can be against us?”

Another way of saying it:

“If God is on our side it does not matter who our enemy is!”

PRAYER:  
