Jan. 15, 2017    PREACHING THE WORD OF GOD

The antidote for all the ills of the world, the flesh, and the devil is the word of God.

The apostle Paul writing to Timothy, a young pastor, he instructs him to “preach the word.”

The word is like a,

     Sword (Eph. 4:17; Heb.4:12) 
     Hammer (Jer. 23:29)
     Lamp (Ps 119:105)

     Seed (Mt. 13:3-23)

Isaiah 55:10-11 (HCSB)
10.“For just as rain and snow fall from heaven and do not return there without saturating the earth and making it germinate and spout, and providing seed to sow and food to eat, 

11. So My word that comes from My mouth will not return to Me empty, but it will accomplish what I please and will prosper in what I send it to do.”

BLESSING: The word of God is powerful and can accomplish great things.

TEXT: II Tim. 4:1-4:5 (3:14-15)
FIRST: Paul instructs Timothy

II Tim. 3:14-15 NASV

“You, however continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them;

And that from childhood you have known the wisdom that writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through    faith which is in Christ Jesus.”

 Verse 14 Emphasis is on YOU

 Verse 15 Emphasis is on SACRED WRITINGS

 Verse 16 All SACRED WRITINGS are inspired by God

A. Profitable for Teaching

B. Profitable for Reproof

C. Profitable for Correction

D. Profitable for Training in righteousness 

   Verse 17 So that the man of God may be complete, equipped for      every good work.” 

   The word of God equips man of God for every work he is to do. 

   SECOND: Paul’s Charge to Timothy

   II Tim. 4:1-5

1. Preach the Word
     Scriptures: Ro. 1:16; I Cor. 1:17-24; II Cor. 2: 1-5; Heb. 4:12-13
2. Be Instant in Season, and Out of Season

A. When convenient or not convenient

B. Welcome or unwelcome

3. Reproof
A. Teach people where their lives are failing

B. Convince people through the power of God’s word

4. Rebuke

A. Bring correction through the power of God’s word

5. Exhort with all Long-suffering and Doctrine

A. Encouragement in God’s word 

B. Inexhaustible in patience and teaching

C. Word to become a realization 

6. Watch in All Things

A. Keep your head in all situations (NIV)
B. Do the work you are called to

C. Carry out the duties of your ministry 
THIRD: Question 

Why did Paul tell this to Timothy?

Answer
“For the time will come when they will not tolerate sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, will multiply teachers for themselves because they have an itch to hear something new.

They will turn away from hearing the truth and turn aside to myths.”  (II Tim. 4:3-4 HCSB)
Heb. 4:12

“For the word of God is living and effective and shaper than any double-edged sword, penetrating as far as the separation of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It is able to judge the ideas and thoughts of the heart.” 
CONCLUSION:

Phil. 2:12-16 AMP

“Therefore, my dear ones, as you have always obeyed (my suggestions), so now, not only (with the enthusiasm you would show) in my presence but much more because I am absent, work out (cultivate, carry out to the goal, and fully complete) your own salvation with reverence and awe and trembling (self-distrust, with serious caution, tenderness of conscience, watchfulness against temptation, timidly shrinking from whatever might offend God and discredit the name of Christ). 
(not in your own strength) For it is God who is all the while effectually at work in you (energizing and creating in you the power and desire) both to will and to work for His good pleasure and satisfaction and delight.

Do all things without grumbling and faultfinding and complaining (against God) and questioning and doubting (among yourselves). 

That you may show yourselves to be blameless and guiltless, innocent and uncontaminated, children of God without blemish (faultless, unrebukable) in the midst of a crooked and wicked generation (spiritually perverted and preserve) among whom you are seen as bright lights (stars or beacons shinning out clearly) in the (dark) world. 

Holding out (to it) and offering (to all men) the Word of life, so that in that in the day of Christ I may have something of which exultantly to rejoice and glory in that I did not run my race in vain or spend my labor to no purpose.”

The Word of God, 
Brings:

       Reproof

       Rebuke

       Correction

       Exhortation

PRAYER:

Lord, as a Nation, rid us of all darkness to become light to all! 

