3-5-2017         THE NORMAL NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH      

SUBJECT:  The Gifts of the Holy Spirit will be in Operation
Gifts given to strengthen the believer 

First:  Serve God with Spiritual Gifts   Ro. 12:3-8 HCSB
A. A measure of faith

B. Gifts given to function
C. Gifts given by grace
FIRST: Gifts Given to strengthen the Believer Ro. 12:3-8 HCSB

3. “For by the grace given to me, I tell everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he should think. Instead, think sensibly, as God has distributed a measure of faith to each one.

4. Now as we have many parts in one body, and all the parts do not have the same function,

5. in the same way we who are many are one body in Christ and individually members of one another.

6. According to the grace given to us, we have different gifts:
If prophecy, use it according to the standard of one’s faith;

7. if service, in service; if teaching, in teaching;

8. if exhorting, in exhortation; giving, with generosity; leading, with diligence; showing mercy, with cheerfulness.

RESULTS: Verses 9-21 Christian ethics practiced (function)

Note: The Spirit of God will help you function properly when dealing with both Christians and non-Christians.

SECOND: Gifts Given to Strengthen the Church Body I Cor. 12:4-11HCSB
4. “Now there are different gifts, but the same Spirit.

5. There are different ministries, but the same Lord.

6. and there are different activities, but the same God activates each gift in each person.

7. A demonstration of the Spirit is given to each person to produce what is beneficial:

8. to one is given a message of wisdom through the Spirit, to another, a message of knowledge by the same Spirit,
9. to another, faith by the same Spirit, to another, gifts of healing by the one Spirit,

10. to another, the performing of miracles,

To another, prophecy, to another, distinguishing between spirits, to another, different kinds of languages, to another, the interpretation of languages.

11. But one and the same Spirit is active in all these, distributing to each person as He wills.”
Note: These gifts are to strengthen the church

These gifts are given for the Spirit’s sovereign use

These gifts are never used to correct the church

These gifts are to function by love 
I Cor. 13:1

“If I speak human or angelic languages but do not have love, I am a clanging cymbal.”

14:1a

“Pursue love and desire spiritual gifts”
THIRD: Gifts Given for Spiritual Leadership Eph. 4:1-16 (11-12)

11. “And He personally gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers.

12. for the training of the saints in the work of the ministry, to build up the body of Christ”   

A. Ministry to the church is serving

B. The church is to be taught and trained as the Lord purposed

C. The authority of the church rests herein 
D. The church is Theocratic (St. Matt. 28:18-20)
Acts 5:12
“Many signs and wonders were being done among the people through the hands of the apostles.”

FORTH: Gifts Given to Care for the Body Acts 6:1-10 HCSB

“In those days, as the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint by the Hellenistic Jews against the Hebraic Jews that their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution.

2. Then the Twelve summoned the whole company of the disciples and said, “it would not be right for us to give up preaching about God to handle financial matters.

3. Therefore, brothers, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and wisdom, whom we can appoint to this duty.

4. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the preaching ministry.

5. The proposal pleased the whole company. So they chose Stephen, a man full of faith, and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte from Antioch. 
6. They had them stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.

7. So the preaching about God flourished, the number of the disciples in Jerusalem multiplied greatly, and a large group of priests became obedient to the faith.

Note: “Laid hands on them”

The laying of hands was used in five ways:

1. In the ministry of miracles of healing (Acts 28:8; Mk. 5:23; 6:5)

2. In blessing others (St. Matt. 19:13, 15)
3. In ministering the baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:17, 19; 19:6)

4. In commissioning for a special work (Acts 6:6; 13:3)

5. In ministering spiritual gifts by the elders (I Tim. 4:14)

Note: Spiritual gifts are given by the holy Spirit, not for honoring a person or considering one believer over another. Rather each person is placed in the body of Christ according to God’s will, and all the members are important for the spiritual well-being and proper functioning of the body.

Spiritual gifts must be used, not in pride or for personal exaltation, but with the sincere desire to help others with a heart with genuine care for one another. 
I Cor. 12:25 NKJV

“That there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another.”

“Should be no division”

The Holy Spirit works the gifts to being together, not divide. 

The gifts are to be in operation in the normal New Testament church. 
“But everything must be done decently and in order”

PRAYER:  

