4 23 2017        THE NORMAL NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH

First church officers:
After the persecution and deliverance of the church, the church kept growing. The peace and contentment was at risk. The numbers were increasing and that meant an increase in human responsibility and problems. When these times arise, we must remain loving and filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 6:1-7 NKJV

Verse 3

“Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business;”

The Greek word for deacon (diakonos) is not found in these passages of Scripture. (E. M. Bullinger, synonymous words for “servant,” “serve,” etc. 

1. Here Was Murmuring And Discontentment 
At some point in time later there was a quarrel between the Greeks-speaking Jews and the native Jews.

Acts 6:1

“Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution.”

A. Certain widows were neglected

B. The multiplication of believers had increased responsibilities

C. It threatened spiritual unity   
2. Organization Was Needed: 
The apostles did not feel it was right for them to neglect preaching in order to handle these problems.

Acts 6:2

“Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables.”

A. The apostles were sensitive to the Holy Spirit
B. They called the people to consider the problem
C. They could not leave their ministry to serve tables
3. A Word Of Wisdom:
     Acts 6:3-4

3.“Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business (need)

4. but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”

4. Appointment Of Deacons: 
         Acts 6:5-6

5. “And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 

6. Whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them.”
Names with meaning:

STEPHEN, Def. “wreath or crown.” One of the seven primitive disciples chosen to serve tables. Stephen was the most prominent of these men. Although called to supervise benevolences, he overleaped the limitations of his task and became a powerful preacher. He was also the first martyr of the Christian church, being stoned to death by the Jews. (Acts 6:5-9; 7:59; 22:20)  

PHILIP, Def. “warrior, or a lover of horses.” One of the seven appointed to benevolence, had four daughters, loved to preach the word of God, revival work, not one to act on his own authority, but Spirit led, preached in Samaria with great success, led the Ethiopian to Christ, preached from city to city, and his four daughters were also preachers, had a godly home where Paul often stayed for they were like-minded. (Acts 6:5; 8; 21:8)   
PROCHORUS, Def. “leading in a chorus, dance or leader.” One of the seven chosen to care for widows and the poor. (Acts 6:5) 
NICANOR, Def. “conqueror, victorious or I conquer.” One of the seven disciples chosen by the church at Jerusalem to look after Greek-speaking widows and the poor in general. (Acts 6:5)
TIMON, Def. “honorable or deemed worthy.” One of the seven chosen to relieve the apostles of semi-secular work in the early church.        (Acts 6:5)
PARMENAS, Def. “faithful or I abide.” One of the seven elected to care for Greek-speaking Jews widows, the poor, and the financial affairs of the early church. (Acts 6:5)    
NICOLAS, NICOLAUS, Def. “conqueror of the people.” A proselyte of Antioch, one of the seven disciples selected by the apostles to care for widows and the poor. (Acts 6:5)
It is also believed Nicolaus was founder of the heresy of the Nicolaitan, and leaving sound doctrine. Anti-Nicene Fathers: vol. 3 page 650; vol.5 page 115. (Rev. 2:6 Nicolaitans were considered a sect of the Gnostics who practiced and taught impure and immoral doctrines, such as community of wives.) 
Not all were faithful to the Lord and truth.

The apostles gave their full time to prayer and preaching. The whole group was pleased with the apostles’ proposal; therefore, they chose seven men full of faith and the Holy Spirit to serve as deacons.  
 5. Blessing Increased:
Better organization helped the church to spread the Gospel.

Acts 6:7

“And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.”

A. The word increased

B. The number of disciples multiplied

C. A great company of priests were obedient to the faith

6 God Set Leaders In The Church: 
Jesus Himself ordered the pattern of unity in the church.

Eph. 4:11-13

11 “And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers

12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ
13 till we all come into the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:”

Unity of the faith (13) and unity of the Spirit (3) are maintained and perfected by,

1. Accepting only the faith and message of the New Testament apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers.           (Verses 11-12)

2. Growing in grace, advancing toward spiritual maturity, and growing up in all aspects into Christ, and being filled with the fullness of Christ and God (V13-15; 3:19)

3. Being no longer children who accept every wind of doctrine but who instead have a knowledge of the truth by which to reject false teachers (V 14-15)
4. Holding and speaking the revealed truth of Scriptures in love (V15)

5. Walking in righteousness and true holiness (V 24; 17-32)

          Maintain the unity of faith and Spirit is based on an active love      which seeks to resolve problems and reconcile differences by mutual    loyalty and obedience to Christ and His word.

7. The Highest Church Governor Was God
Although the apostles selected the elders who managed the churches, the final authority and supreme Head of the church was God.

Acts 14:23

“And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.”

A spiritual need arose in the church. A condition developed which was carnal and was creating disunity and division. God was interested in this, for it threatened His church and the Body of His Son. God’s “watchmen” the apostles, took immediate note of the situation and guided the people by setting forth the qualifications of the men to be chosen. They reserved to themselves the actual official dedication to their work. 
   PRAYER:  
