4 30 2017                  THE ELDERS IN THE SCRIPTURES
God has placed all the gifts in the body of Christ necessary to accomplish His will. The Holy Spirit will place the gifts where they are most needed. The person gifted to be an elder is most needed, and a blessing to the body of Christ.

Acts 14: 21-23 Elders appointed in every church

Gr. presbuteros (elder)

FIRST: The Old Testament

The word elder in the O.T. meant the heads or rulers of the tribes, cities, and nations. 

Deut. 1:9-18 (13) Num. 11:16-20
“Choose wise, understanding, and knowledgeable men from among your tribes, and I will make them heads over you”  
SECOND: The New Testament, gospels and Acts it generally refers to the Sanhedrin (St. Mat. 15:2; 16:21; 21:23; 26:3; Acts 4:5, 8, 23)
St. Mat. 15:2

“Why do Your disciples transgress the traditions of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread.”

In the early church elders were the ministers and deacons, or preaching elders and business elders of the local churches (Acts 11:30; 14:23;16:4; 20:17, 28; 21:18; I Tim. 5:17; Tit. 1:5; Jas. 5:14.)

Apostles were elders (Acts 11:30; I Pet. 5:1; II Jn.1; II Jn.1; III Jn. 1)

All elders were not apostles (Acts 15:2, 4, 6, 22, 23; 16:4)

The elders in Acts 20:17 were the overseers of Acts 20:28

17. “From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church.”

28. “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.”
The elders of I Tim.5:17; Tit. 1:5-10; I Pet. 5:1-2 were preaching elders or bishops. 

The business elders were appointed deacons (Acts 6)

Bishops and deacons are mentioned (Phil. 1:1; I Tim. 3:1-13)
St. Mat. 20: 25, 26
25. But Jesus called them unto Him, and said, ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them.

26. But it shall not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister (diakconos, one who exercises the command of another)

Diakconos is used:
1. Servants of kings (St. Mt. 22:13)

2. Servants at feasts (St. Jn. 2:5, 9)

3. Ministers or officers of civil governments (Ro. 13:4)

4. Deacons of local churches or business elders and distinct from bishops or preaching elders (Phil. 1:1; I Tim. 3:10-13; Acts 6:1-7)

5. Men and women servants of churches (St. Mt. 23:11; Mk. 9:35; Ro. 16:1)

6. Jesus Christ as a minister to the Jews in the work of preaching, teaching, and healing (Ro. 15:8; Gal. 2:17; St. Mt. 4:23-24; 9:35; Acts 10:38)

7. Ministers of churches (St. Mt. 20:26; Mk. 10:43)

8. Preachers of the gospel (I Cor. 3:5; II Cor. 3:6; Eph. 3:7; Col. 1:23, 25; I Thess. 3:2)

9. Ministers of Christ and of God (St. Jn. 12:26; II Cor. 6:4-10; 11:23; Eph. 6:21; Col. 1:7; 4:7; I Tim. 4:6)

10  It is also used of ministers of Satan to counterfeit the work of the true ministers and to deceive (II Cor. 11:15)

St. Mt. 20:27

“And whoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant,” (doulos, one giving himself wholly to another’s will)

Doulos is used of:

1. Bond-slaves of men (Gal. 3:28; Eph. 6:8; Col. 3:1; Rev. 6:15)

2. Servants of kings (St. Mt. 18:23-26; 23:1-14) including hired servants (St. Lu. 15:17-19)

3. Civil officers (St. Jn. 18:18)

4. Sinners who serve sin (St. Jn. 8:34; Ro. 6:16-22; II Pet. 2:19)

5. All disciples of Christ (St. Mat. 10:24-25; Ro. 6:16-22; Rev. 19:5)

6. Christ the servant of God (Phil. 2:7; Isa. 42:1; 52:11)

7. Moses and all the prophets (Heb. 3:5; Rev. 10:7; 11:18; 15:3)

8. All ministers and deacons (St. Mt. 20:27; St. Mk. 10:44; Ro. 1:1; Gal. 1:10; Jas. 1:1; II Pet. 1:1; Jude 1)  
THIRD: The word presbuteros is also used:

1. Older men and women (St. Lu.15:25; St. Jn. 8:9; Acts 2:17; 4:22; I Tim. 5:2)

2. Heavenly ranks (Rev. 4:4, 10; 5:6, 8, 11, 14; 7:11, 13; 11:16; 14:3; 19:40)
3. It is found 68 times and translated elder except in St. Jn. 8:9; Acts 2:17; 4:22)

4. How elders are selected

Acts 14:32

“And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.” (As in St. Lu. 23:46 commended) 
Ordained elders: I Tim. 3:1-10
1. Appointed overseers or pastors

2. Done by seeking the will of the Holy Spirit

3. Prayer and fasting

4. Examining the character, spiritual gifts, reputation

5. Blamelessness of the men under consideration 

6. If found beyond reproach, they were appointed to serve
Although the apostles selected the elders who managed the churches, the final authority and supreme Head of the church was God.
The Lord is the head of the church.
The Lord is the final authority

CONCLUSION: 

In serving God we must not violate authorities, because to do so is a principle of Satan. How can we preach Christ according to Satan’s principle?

Yet it is possible in our work to stand with Christ in doctrine while at the same time stand with Satan in principle.
 How very wicked for us to assume that we are doing the work of the Lord. Please take note that Satan is not afraid of our preaching the word of Christ, yet how very much he is in fear of our being subject to the authority of Christ.

Never should we who serve God serve according to the principle of Satan. Whenever the principle according to Christ is operating, that of Satan fades away. Satan is still a usurper today; he will be cast down at the time of the end of the book of revelation.
 If we would truly serve God we must be completely purified from the principle of Satan.

Satan violated God’s authority which is rebellion. To violate God’s order of authority is to act according to the principle of Satan, which is rebellion against God. (Watchman Nee) 
PRAYER:        
