4 30 2017                       SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY
Sub. The Importance of Authority

Romans 13:1-7 (1) 

“Let every soul be in subjection to the higher power: for there is no power but of God; and the powers that be are ordained of God.”

Expressions of authority:

Heb. 1:3

“Upholding all things by the word of His power”

Isa. 14:12-14

“How art thou fallen from heaven”

Matt. 6:13

“And bring us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one”

Mat. 26:62-64

And the High Priest stood up, and said unto Him, “Answer thou nothing?” 
God’s throne established on Authority:
ONE: All things are created through God’s authority and all physical laws of the universe are maintained by His authority.

For God’s authority represents God Himself, whereas His power stands only for His act.

TWO: It is therefore imperative for us who desire to serve God to know the authority of God.

The archangel turned into Satan when he overreached God’s authority, competed with God, and thus became an adversary of God. Rebellion was the cause of Satan’s fall. Isa.14:12-15; Ezek. 28:13-17

Satan’s rebellion:

Satan violated God’s authority (Isa. 14:12-25)

Satan trespassed against God’s holiness (Ezek. 28:13-17)
THIRD: To offend God’s authority is a rebellion far more serious than that of offending God’s holiness. 
Since it is a matter of conduct, sinning is more easily forgiven than rebellion, the latter being a matter of principle.
The act of sinning was not the cause of Satan’s fall; sin was but the product of his rebellion against authority. It was rebellion which God condemned.

FORTH: In serving God we must not violate authorities, because to do so is a principle of Satan. 

WARNING:

How can we preach Christ according to Satan’s principle? Stand with Satan in principle.

Yet it is possible in our work to stand with Christ in doctrine while at the same time with Satan in principle.

Satan is not afraid of our preaching the word of Christ, yet how very much he is in fear of our being subject to the authority of Christ.
Whenever the principle according to Christ is operating, that of Satan fades away.

Satan is still the usurper today; he will be cast down at the time of the end of the book of Revelation.

FIFTH: If we are to serve God we must be completely purified from the principle of Satan.
St. Matt. 6:9-13 

In the prayer which our Lord teaches:
“And lead us not into temptation” points to Satan’s work whereas, the word, 

“But deliver us from evil the evil one” refers directly to Satan himself. 

Immediately after these words the Lord makes a most significant declaration: 
“For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever, amen.” (Mat. 6:13)
All kingdom, authority, and the glory belong to God and to God alone.

What sets us free from Satan is the seeing of this precious truth- that the kingdom is God’s.

SIXTH: Since the whole universe is under the dominion of God, we must   submit ourselves to His authority. Let no one steal God’s glory.

The controversy of the universe is centered on who shall have the authority, and our conflict with Satan is the direct result of our attributing authority to God. 

Acts 7: 55-8:3; 9:1-2; Gal. 1:13
Before Paul came under the authority of God he tried to destroy the church. After his encounter with Christ on the road to Damascus he came to an understanding, that it was hard for the feet, (human authority or power) to kick against the goads, (God’s authority.)
 He immediately fell to the ground and acknowledged Jesus as Lord. After that, he could submit to the direction given to him by Ananias in the city of Damascus, for Paul had met God’s authority. At that  moment he was “born again” or “saved,” he knew God’s authority as well as God’s salvation.
How could Paul, being a clever and capable person, listen to or have listened to the words of Ananias: an unknown little brother mentioned only once in Scriptures: if he had not met the authority of God? 
Had he not encountered authority on the road to Damascus he could have never been subject to that obscure little brother in the city. 

This shows us that whoever has met authority deals purely with authority and not with man.

Let us not see the man but only the authority vested in him. We do not obey man but God’s authority in that man. Otherwise, how can we ever learn what authority is?

We are on the wrong road if we meet man first before we obey authority. If we obey authority first, we will not mind who the man is.
SEVEN: God has purposed to manifest His authority to the world through the church. God’s authority can be seen in the coordination of the various members of the body of Christ.

God uses His utmost power to maintain His authority; therefore, His authority is the hardest thing to come up against.
 We who are so self-righteous and yet so blind need once in our life to encounter God’s authority so that we may be broken unto submission and so begin to learn obedience to the authority of God.
EIGHT: Before a man can subject himself to God’s delegated authority he must first meet God’s inherent authority. 
Obedience to God’s will is the greatest demand of the Scriptures.

The greatest of God’s demands on man is not for him to bear the cross, to serve, make offerings, or deny himself. The greatest demand is for him to obey.

God ordered Saul to attack the Amalekites and destroy them utterly.             (I Sam. 15)

After his victory, Saul spared Agag, king of the Amalekites, along with many animals, sheep, oxen and the fatted beasts, lambs, and all that was good.

Saul argued they were to be used to sacrifice unto God, but Samuel said to him, “obedience is better than sacrifice.”

The sacrifices mentioned here were for “sweet-savor” offerings- having nothing to do with sin, for the sin-offering was never called an offering of sweet-savor. They were offered for God’s acceptance and satisfaction.
 Why did Samuel say that “obedience is better than sacrifice”?   

Because even in sacrifice there can be the element of self-will.

Obedience alone is absolutely honoring to God, for it alone takes God’s will as its center.

NINE: For authority to be expressed there must be subjection.
 If there is to be subjection, self needs to be excluded; but according to one’s self-life, subjection is not possible.
 This is only possible when one lives in the Spirit. It is the highest expression of God’s will.  
Jesus responded to the authority of the Father. In Gethsemane, our Lord obeyed God’s authority first, more than sacrificing Himself.

He prayed earnestly that he may know the will of God, He does not say, “I want to be crucified, I must drink the cup.” He merely insists on obeying. He says in effect, “If it is possible for me not to go to the cross,” but even here He has not His own will. Immediately He continues with, “but Your will be done.”
The will of God is the absolute thing; the cup (that is, the crucifixion) is not absolute. The cross and God’s will merge when God’s will is   known. 
To know God’s will and to obey is to be subject to authority.

God’s will is greater than the cross, because it is God’s authority that is to be obeyed. 
The Lord’s death is the highest expression of obedience to authority.

CONCLUSION: 

The authority of God is higher than anything in the universe.
