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LEADERSHIP:
God has placed all the necessary gifts in the body of Christ to accomplish His will. The Holy Spirit will place the gifts where they are needed the most. The persons gifted to be a leader is needed, and a blessing to the church.

FIRST: The Lord Jesus Christ is Head of the Church

St. Matt. 28: 16-20 (18)

And Jesus came and spoke to them, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” Authority Gr. (exousia)

NOTE: Go, (as you go) make disciples, teaching them, I have commanded you, I am with you always, Amen.  

Eph. 1:15-23 (22) Prayer of Paul to the church

“And hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church.”

NOTE: In these verses are the sevenfold things of Christ to the church. 
Headship of the Lord,

1. All principalities

2. Power

3. Might

4. Dominion

5. Every name

6. All things

7. The church

Before the apostles could “go” they had to “obey” all the commands of Jesus, tarry, “Wait for the promise of the Father” Lu. 24: 49
“Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.”

NOTE: Obey meant coming under the authority of Jesus Christ.

The apostles “obeyed” Christ, and able to “go”, in His “authority.”

SECOND: The Apostles did the Work of the Holy Spirit
1. The baptism in the Holy Spirit was the apostles key to works                   (Acts 2:1-4)
2. The name of Jesus was the authority of the church

A. Cast out devils

B. Raised the dead

C. Healed the sick

The word of God was the basis for all things

The book of Acts fulfills 21 O.T. prophecies

The book of Acts describes 50 different operations of the gifts of the Holy Spirit

The book of Acts reveals,

Peter’s leadership

The first 8 chapters, Jerusalem, Jews, and their headquarters

The last 20 chapters, outline the Gentile’s ordination, spread of the church from Jerusalem to Rome, the city of Antioch was the hub of activity.
 One-third of the last chapters are related to the accusations against Paul, his arrest, and imprisonment in Rome.

THIRD: Officers Appointed by the Apostles

After the persecution and deliverance of the church, the church kept growing. The peace and contentment was at risk. The numbers were increasing and that meant an increase in human responsibilities and problems. When these times arise, we must remain loving and filled with the Holy Spirit.     
Appoint deacons: Spiritual men to serve the church

Acts 6:1-7 (3-4) NKJV

“Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, who we may appoint over this business.” (over this need, supervise benevolence, care for those in need)

“But we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” (Apostles spiritual leadership)

The word for deacon is Gr. (diakonos) and is not found in these passages of Scriptures. Men here is Gr. (aner) meaning, an adult male person, Lat.(vir) meaning, an honorable title as distinct from a mere man.    

A. Certain widows were neglected
B. The multiplying of believers had increased responsibilities

C. It threatened spiritual unity

FORTH: Better Organization Helped the Church to Spread the Gospel
Acts 6:7

“And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.”

They saw the church spiritually organize and they were convicted of the truth and came to Christ.
Blessing Increased:  

A. The word increased

B. The number of disciples increased

C. The priests were obedient to the faith
FIFTH: God set Leaders in the Church
Eph. 4:11-13 NKJV

11. “And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastor and teachers
12. for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ

13. till we all come into the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.”

NOTE: There were other apostles appointed by the Lord after His ascension (I Cor. 9; 12:28; II Cor. 12; Acts 14:4, 14; Ro. 16:7;                     I Thess. 1:1; 2:6) Paul, Barnabas, Andronicus, Junias, Silvanus, Timothy
Unity of the faith(v13) and unity of the Spirit (v3) 

Maintained and perfected by following the word of God based on the apostolic ministry given by the Lord Himself. Truth, Grace, Growing, love, Walking, in righteousness and the revealed truth of Scriptures in love seeking to resolve differences by mutual loyalty and obedience to His word.
 Act 14:23

“And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.”

NOTE: A spiritual need arose in the church. A condition developed which was carnal and was creating disunity and division. God was interested in this, for it threatened His church and the Body of His Son. God’s “watchmen” the apostles, took immediate note of the situation and guided the people by setting forth the qualifications of the men to be chosen. They themselves the actual official dedication to their work.
All authority is delegated by the Lord Himself

Ro. 13:1-7 (1)

“Let every soul be subject to the higher power for there is no power but of God; and the power that be are ordained of God”

CONCLUSION: 

In serving God we must not violate authorities, because to do so is a principle of Satan. How can we propagate the gospel to Satan’s principle?

Yet it is possible to stand with Christ in doctrine while at the same time stand with Satan in principle.

How very wicked for us to assume that we are doing the work of the Lord. Please take note that Satan is not afraid of our preaching the word of Christ, yet how very much he is in fear of our being subject to the authority of Christ. 

Never should we who serve God serve according to the principle of Satan. WHENEVER THE PRINCIPLE ACCORDING TO CHRIST IS IN OPERATION, THAT OF SATAN FADES AWAY!

Satan is still a usurper today; he will be cast down at the time of the end of the book of Revelation.

If we would truly serve God we must be completely purified from the principle of Satan.

Satan violated God’s authority which is rebellion. To violate God’s order of authority is to act according to the principle of Satan, which is rebellion against God. (Watchman Nee)
There is an order to authority, for building up the church of God, and making the church victorious!

“The gates of hell shall not prevail”

