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                      The Holy Spirit and Ministry
 Acts chapter 13
Paul and Barnabas called. 

Satanic opposition by a sorcerer. 

Paul’s sermon in the synagogue at Antioch.

Opposition from Jews.

Paul and Barnabas turn to the Gentiles. 
Text:  Acts 13:1-4a NKJV
1. “Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon, who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.

2. As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”

3. Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away.

4. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus.

Normal New Testament Leaders:
1. They were sensitive to the communication with the Holy Spirit during fasting and prayer.

2. The communication from the Holy Spirit came through a prophetic utterance. (V1) (Acts 11:28; 21: 10,11)
3. Paul and Barnabas were called into service as apostles to preach the gospel. (V2)

How were they called:

1. Barnabas, meaning, son of prophecy or consolation, Saul’s companion in several of his journeys (Acts 4:36; 9:27; 12:25; 13:2) 

2. Simeon called Niger, Simeon (Jewish name) meaning, hearing, hears, and obeys or hearing with acceptance. Niger (Gentile name) meaning, black, due to his hair or dark completion, one of the five at Antioch.
3. Lucius, meaning, of the light or luminous, one of the five at Antioch.

4. Manaen, meaning, consoler comforter, as an early associate or foster-brother of Herod Antipas the tetrarch, for both were nursed by his mother. 

It is believers Manaen, while as a child, he predicted the kingship of Herod. When Herod became king he sent for him, and held him in high esteem at his court.
5. Paul, meaning, little, original name was Saul, a man who founded churches as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God.  

Note: These five individuals served the Lord in public services and performed the work of ministry unto others in the Lord’s stead.

Paul and Barnabas called:

“For the work…I have called them

Work described, Acts 9:15; 13:5; 22;14-15, 21; 26:16-18

9:15 “But he Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine, to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel.”

13:5 And when they had arrived in Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews. They also had John as their assistant.

22:14-15, 21

Then he said, “The God of our fathers has chosen you that you should know His will, and see the Just One, and hear the voice of His mouth.

For you will be His witness to all men of what you have seen and heard.

Then He said to me, “Depart, for I will send you far from here to the Gentiles.”

26:16-18

“But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both of the things which you have seen and of the things which I will yet reveal to you.

I will deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom I now send you.

To open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.”     
1. Paul and Barnabas were not sent out into the world with a social or political work, but to propagate the gospel.

2. They were not to use all sorts of organized social or political activities for the benefit of the people of the roman empire but their goal was,

A. Bring people to Christ

B. Deliver them from the power of Satan

C. Pray the Holy Spirit come upon them
D. Establish them in churches

The Holy Spirit came to live and manifest Himself through love. He gave spiritual gifts, transformed them from within, and made them to bring glory to their Living Savior.  
   CONCLUSION:
The activities of the Holy Spirit are initiated through spiritual leaders, 1. who are deeply devoted to the Lord and His kingdom, seeking Him with prayer and fasting. (Acts 13:2)

2. The church must be sensitive to the prophetic ministry and activity of the Holy Spirit and His guidance. Acts 13:2

3. Ministry and service must be under the specific call and will of the Holy Spirit and His guidance. (Acts 13:3-4)

4. The church confirms that God has called certain individuals to ministry work. The churches goal is to send them whom the Holy Spirit desires. (Acts 13;3-4)
5. Laying hands on them by the elders indicates, 

A. Commending them to the Lord

B. Sending them in love

C. Praying for them

D. Financial support

The church becomes a “fellow helper to the truth.”  
The spiritual leaders in the church must be led by the Holy Spirit to assure the will of God be done in earth as it is in heaven. 

