5-28-2017       THE NORMAL NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH
The Normal New Testament Church, will be filled with the Holy Spirit, and Manifest the Character of God. 

God is love!

God’s very essence is love!

God does not contain love, God is love!

There will be “Observable Love and Fellowship in the Spirit” among all Believers. 
Love is to be subjective; the love of God becoming a living active part of our life, as we submit to His sovereign will.
Scriptural Text: I John 4:7-12
7. “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God, for God is love.”
8. “He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.”
9. “In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.”
10. “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”
11. “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”
Three Reasons to love:
1. Love is the very nature of God (V 7-9)

God showed His love by giving His Son for us (V 9-10)

We share His nature because we are born of Him (V 7)

2. Because God loved us, we who have experienced His love, forgiveness, and help are to help others, even at a cost.

3. If we love one another, God continues to dwell in us and His love is perfected.

12. “No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God         abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us.”
Note: “If we love (the present tense in Greek, signifies continuous or habitual action) one another”

To experience God’s love, is to know God!
KNOW, in Greek (ginosko) is to know through experience; to perceive through senses; subjective knowledge; the knowing comes from an active relation between the one who knows and the person or thing known. Effectively coming to know, or the entering into knowing through firsthand or personal interaction; knowledge usually gained through personal acquaintance or some relationship of intimacy or connection. 
· To be “in Christ” is to be connected to God and His love!

LOVE, Greek is (agapao) (noun, agape) refer to an unselfish, outgoing affection or tenderness for another without necessarily expecting anything in return. It seeks a person’s highest good on the basis of a decision of will and an inclination of heart.
BELOVED, Greek is (agapao); perhaps from (agan)meaning (much) or   (to love is a social or moral sense). To esteem, love, indicating a direction of the will and finding one’s joy in something or someone. 
“O, how He loves you and me!”   

The Normal New Testament church expressed this love.

 Acts 2: 42, 46
42. “And they continued steadfast in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the braking of bread, and in prayers.

46. “So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart.”

St. John 13:34 Remembering the words of our Lord
“A new commandment I give unto you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”

Note: The Christian as he practices love toward others and especially toward all true believers, must never compromise the holiness of God, and His will revealed in His word. Our love for God is essential to direct our love for others.

CONCLUSION:

To know God’s love is subjective

To love God and others is objective

God requires us to love because we have experienced His love

We desire to love because we have God’s love

We desire others to experience God’s love, because God is love, and to  know God, is to experience His love for others. (St. John 3:16) 

PRAYER:  
