7 9 2017                    WHAT TO EXPECT FROM GOD
The early church experienced many blessings. Along with the blessings came persecution, separation, rejection, and martyrdom.

While the church had these problems, they rejoiced and were refreshed in the Holy Spirit. (Acts 5:40-42)
TEXT: Acts 3:11-26    SERMON OF PETER
BACKGROUND: 
The lame man healed at the temple gate.

The hand of compassion, extended by Spirit-filled men. 
In the name of Jesus this man is raised up heavenward.
The cure of Christ is visible to all present.

SERMON OF PETER: 
FIRST: The Holy Spirit Has Provided the Power for God’s Mighty Works
Acts 3:12 GWT
“When Peter saw this, he said to the people, “Men of Israel, why are you amazed about this man?” Why are you starring at us as though we have made him walk by our own power or godly life?”
Acts 3:6 GWT

“However, Peter said to Him, “I don’t have any money, but I’ll give you what I do have. Through the name of Jesus Christ from Nazareth, walk!”

Note: The man healed was the Holy Spirit working through them.  

SECOND: The Faith We Have is to Believe in Jesus’ Name
Acts 3:16

“And His name through faith in His name has made this man strong, whom you see and know; yes, the faith which is by him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.”
THIRD: Anticipate God Answering Your Prayers in Faith 

Acts 3:19, 20 NKJV

19. “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,

20. that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before.” 

Note: Throughout this present age and until Christ’s return, God will send “times of refreshing” or “out pouring of the Holy Spirit,” to all who repent and are converted.
 Although perilous times will come toward the end of this age and a great falling away from the faith will occur, God still promises to send revival and “times of refreshing” upon the faithful.                                                  (II Thess. 2:3; II Tim. 3:1)

“Times of refreshing” will come upon those who are faithful and will believe Him.

When we are together in His presence, we are to expect Him to accomplish something!

FORTH: You Can Expect God to do Great Things

Mark 16:15-18 NKJV

Note: Believers are to exercise their faith in God Almighty to accomplish what He has promised.

Believers must come with faith and expectation

Believers must respond to the Holy Spirit in prayer

Believers must know in the providence of God, “times of refreshing” have been preserved for the church today.         
The “times of refreshing” produces:  

1. Times of revival

2. Times of refreshing

3. Times of outpourings of the Holy Spirit on His remnant

A. Overcome the spirit of the world

B. The sinful nature of man

C. The dominion of Satan
4. Times of miracles and wonders
5. Times of repentance

6. Times of restitution

7. Times of judgment on the earth

This outpouring will result in, a great spiritual harvest.
 Is. 35:1-10; 52:10
1. “The wilderness and the wasteland shall be glad for them, and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose;

2. It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice. Even with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, The excellence of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the excellency of our God.

3. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 

4. Say to those who are fearful-hearted, be strong, do not fear! Behold your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God; He will come and save you.

5. Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.

6. Then the lame shall leap like a deer; and the tongue of the dumb sing. For the waters shall burst forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert. 

7. The parched ground shall become a pool. And the thirsty land springs of water; in the habitation where jackals, where each lay, there shall be grass with reeds and rushes.

8.  A highway shall be there, and a road. And it shall be called the highway of holiness. The unclean shall not pass over it, but it shall be others. Whoever walks the road, although a fool, shall not go astray.

9. No lion shall go there, nor shall any ravenous beast go up on it; it shall not be found there.

10  And the ransomed of the Lord shall return with singing, with everlasting joy on their heads. They shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”
      52:10

        “The Lord has made bare His holly arm in the eyes of all the  nations; and all of the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.” (Ezek. 47:1-12; Hos. 6:11; Zeph. 3:20; Rev. 7:9, 13-14; 14:14-16)

CONCLUSION:

Ultimately, all things prophesied in the O. T. will be restored for Israel, the church, and the nations. 

PRAYER: 
