7 16 2017                 TAKE ENOUGH TO MAKE IT IN!

TEXT: St. Matt. 25:1-13 

BACKGROUND: 

Jesus weeps over Jerusalem Matt. 23:37-39

Destruction of the Temple foretold Matt. 24:14

The Abomination of Desolation Matt. 24:15-20

The Great Tribulation Matt. 24:21-26

The Coming of the Son of Man Matt. 24:27-31

The parable of the Fig Tree Matt. 24:32-36

Destruction of the Wicked Matt. 24:37-44

Parable of the Servants Matt. 24:45-51

Four Cardinal Doctrines:

1. Salvation through the blood of Christ (Ro. 3:21-26; Eph. 1:7)
2. Divine Healing in the Atonement (Isa. 53:5; I Pet. 2:24)
3. Baptism in the Holy Spirit (Joel. 2:28-29; Acts 1: 4-5; Mat. 3:11)
4. The Imminent Second Coming of Christ (Acts 1:9-11; I Th. 1:10) 
The Parable of the Ten Virgins Matt. 25:1-13 NKJV
THE WEDDING: On the evening of the wedding the bride and bridesmaids would wait at the bride’s parents home; the groom would then come with his entourage to escort the bride and her entourage, with music and dancing, to the site of the wedding. 

Because the exact timing was unpredictable given the many preparations (the bride’s relatives haggling over the value of the gifts given them), the bridesmaids needed to stay ready. This particular groom was delayed more than usual (v5), but a groom would normally come after dark to escort the bride to the wedding. 
Women could be married in their early to mid-teens; the bridesmaids were normally virgins who would want to perform their duties well, as they hoped to find husbands themselves soon.
LAMPS: The small lamps of this period could be held in a hand, contained only a limited amount of oil, and emitted only a limited amount of light. Lamps here may indicate night weddings throughout the ancient Mediterranean world. 

In poorer villages, the lights might be simple oil-soaked rags wrapped around sticks; some suggest that these sticks would need to be rewrapped every fifteen minutes or so. 

If the wise were to share their oil, they might all end up with too little, and the wedding procession would be ruined.
CEREMONY: The wedding party went in to the groom’s home; the couple was expected to consummate the marriage that night, but the wedding banquet would last for several days. 

The new couple would normally stay at the home of the groom’s parents; sometimes in a room of the groom’s parents, sometimes in a room on top of the roof, until the groom could secure a home of his own.

THE DOOR: The door could be bolted shut, but with visitors coming and going, it would not be bolted for the entirety of the wedding celebration, which might last seven days. Rather, it is bolted against them, the unwise bridesmaid’s negligence has insulted the couple and the other participants in the wedding.

I DO NOT KNOW YOU:  A form of repudiation, the purpose of this statement is to treat the hearers as strangers. Most of the community would be welcome at the feast; the five foolish virgins, however, were now alienated from their own community. As with the graphic punishment in (Mat. 24:51), the severe punishment here is meant to seize the hearer’s attention. (Mat. 25:13)  

EXPOSITION: 

Verse 1. Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins 
(Ten is the number for the perfection of divine order) 

EXAMPLES:

Ten commandments

Ten clauses in the lord’s prayer

Ten plagues

Abraham’s faith: 

1. His departure from Haran
2. His flight to Egypt from the famine
3. In the seizure of Sarah

4. In the war to rescue Lot

5. In the taking Hagar

6. In his circumcision

7. In the second seizure of Sarah at Gerar

8. In the expulsion of Ishmael

9. In the expulsion of Hagar

   10. In the offering of Isaac

Virgins (represents those who belong to the Lord) 
who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. (represents the light of Christ in all believers), 
Verse 2. Now five of them were wise, and five of them were foolish (indicative of modern Christianity)
Verse 3. Those who were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them (living outside the domain of the Holy Spirit.)

Verse 4. But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. (a constant flow of the Spirit within their hearts and lives, which can only come about and be maintained by one’s faith in Christ and the finished work of Calvary). (Ro. 8:1-2, 11) 

Verse 5. But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. (does not say they were sinning or doing something wrong).

Verse 6. And at midnight a cry was heard: Behold the bridegroom is coming, go out to meet him. (the coming of the Lord!)

Verse 7. Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. (but without the oil, the trimming was useless; it is religious activity without the Holy Spirit).

Verse 8. And the foolish said to the wise, “give us some of your oil, for our lamps are gone out.” (It is too late to get oil for them)

Verse 9. But the wise answered, saying, “No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.” (Spiritual energy cannot derive from others, each one must receive on their own from the Lord). 

Verse 10. And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. (There will come a time when it will be too late; today is the day of salvation Heb. 3:15!)
Verse 11. Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, “Lord, Lord, open to us! (they thought they were religious and ready to meet the Lord, but like others still unregenerate!)

Verse 12. But he answered and said, “Assuredly, I say unto you, I do not know you!” (It is one thing to be in the church and another to be in Christ)

Verse 13.  Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming. (One must live every day as though Jesus is coming today!)

NOTES: This parable emphasizes that all believers must constantly look to their own spiritual condition in view of Christ’s coming at an unknown and unexpected time. 

They must persevere in faith so that when the day and hour arrive, they will be received by the returning Lord.
Failure to be in a personal relationship with the Lord at His return means being excluded from His presence and kingdom.

BEING IN CHRIST, WILL BE ENOUGH, TO MAKE IT IN!

1. What differentiates the foolish from the wise is the failure to recognize that the returning lord will come at an unexpected time, a time not preceded with unmistakable and specific observable signs (St. John 14:3; Mat. 25:13; 24:36, 44)

2. Christ here and elsewhere that a large portion of the church will be unprepared at the time of His return, thus Christ makes it clear He will not wait until all churches are prepared for His coming. (Matt. 25:8-13)

3. It should be noted that all the virgins (both faithful and unfaithful) were taken by surprise at the bridegrooms coming. This suggests that the parable of the ten virgins applies to believers living before the tribulation. (Matt. 25:5-7) 
4. The oil in the parable represents true faith, righteousness, and the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit (Matt. 25:4)
5. Five other parables that teach the lesson of perseverance: 
A. The sower (Lu. 8:4-15) 
B. The owner of the house (Lu. 12:35-40) 
C. The manager (Lu. 12:42-48)

D. The tower builder (Lu. 14:28-30) 

E. The tasteless salt (Lu. 14:34-35)
Jesus in these illustrations stresses the requirements of faithfulness and watchfulness until His return. 

The parable of the 10 virgins stresses the necessity of perseverance in the faith and spiritual preparedness because of the danger of Christ’s coming at an unforeseeable date. (Matt. 25:4; Lu. 21:19)
This parable, teaches us a great spiritual lesson. 
Jesus insists that once he has returned it will be too late to repent.
One must not wait to choose how to respond to him.
 And the salvation of one person cannot be transferred, like oil, to another. 
No bridegroom would ever claim not to know who some of the bridesmaids were, but at the spiritual level of the story Christ declares, “I don’t know you”, perhaps suggesting there was never a relationship with him. Greek word is (oida), “to know” (intuitively) without effort, “to understand.”   

INSTRUCTION:

Keep the faith
Be filled with the Holy Spirit 

Be aware of His coming

Be filled up with God’s word

CONCLUSION:
Titus 2:11-15

11. For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,

12. teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age,   
      13. looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our Great God and Savior Jesus Christ,

      14. who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purity for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.

      15. Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you.  

IN CHRIST, IS ENOUGH TO MAKE IT IN, STAY IN HIM!

PRAYER:
