7 23 2017       MESSAGE TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES
INTRODUCTION:

Christ’s message to the seven first century local churches in western Asia minor.

Rev. 1:4

“John to the seven churches which are in Asia:”

Revelation is addressed to seven churches in the Roman province of Asia, now part of western Turkey. 

Each church was comprised of various congregations. These churches are selected because they were representative of the totality of churches of that day.

The word seven stands for “complete whole.” What was said of them is applicable to the whole church.

In other words, the seven churches represent all churches throughout the age.

The seven spirits may represent the perfection of the Holy Spirit to the church. (Rev. 4:5; 5:6; Isa. 11:2-3)

REVELATION IS GIVEN FOR THIS PURPOSE: 
1. To exhort the churches

2. To give warning to the churches

3. To edify the believers and churches

POINTS OF INTERESTS:

A revelation of what Jesus Christ Himself loves and values in His churches, as well as what He hates and condemns.

A. The consequence of disobedience and spiritual neglect

B. The rewards for spiritual vigilance and faithfulness to Christ

C. The standard by which any church or individual may judge their true spiritual state before God

D. An example of Satan’s methods for attacking the church or an individual Christian

QUESTIONS:

1. WHAT DOES CHRIST PRAISE? 
A. Christ praises a church for not tolerating wicked persons         (Rev. 2:2)
B. Testing the life, doctrine, and claims of Christian leaders (Rev. 2:2)

C. Persevering in faith, love, witness, service, and suffering for Christ (Rev. 2:3, 10, 13, 19, 26)

D. Hating what God hates (Rev. 2:6)

E. Overcoming sin, Satan, and the ungodly world                             (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26, 3:5, 12, 21)

F. Keeping God’s word (Rev. 3:8, 10)

2. HOW DOES CHRIST REWARD CHURCHES THAT PERSEVERE AND REMAIN FAITHFUL TO HIS WORD? 
A. Deliver them from the time of trial coming upon the whole world (Rev. 3:10)

B. Giving them His love, presence and intimate fellowship (Rev. 3:20)
3. WHAT DOES CHRIST CONDEMN?

A. Condemns a church for diminishing an intimate personal devotion to Himself and God the Father (Rev. 2:4)

B.  Departing from Biblical faith; tolerating immorality among church leaders and members of influence (Rev. 2:14-15, 20)

C. Becoming spiritually dead, or lukewarm (Rev.3:1, 15-16)

D. Substituting outward success and affluence for real spirituality; purity, righteousness, and spiritual wisdom (Rev. 3:17-18)

4. HOW DOES CHRIST CHASTEN CHURCHES THAT DECLINE SPIRITUALLY AND TOLERATE IMMORALITY?
A. Removing them from their place in God’s kingdom (Rev. 2:5; 3:16)
B. Withdrawing His presence, the power of the Holy Spirit, and true Biblical message of salvation and the protection of their members from Satan’s destruction (Rev. 2:5, 16, 22-23; 3:4, 16; Matt. 13)

C. Placing their leaders under God’s judgment (Rev.2:20-23)

5. WHAT DOES CHRIST’S MESSAGE REVEAL ABOUT THE NATURAL TREND OF CHURCHES TOWARD SPIRITUAL STAGNATION, DECLINE, AND APOSTACY? 
A. The seven letters suggest that it is the inherent tendency of churches to err, to accept false teaching, and to adapt to the evil, anti-God elements of the world (Gal. 5:17)

B. The churches are often effected by false, wicked, and unfaithful people (Rev. 2:2, 14-15, 20)
C. Churches present spiritual state can never be taken as a valid test of God’s will or as an ultimate justification for determining truth and sound doctrine.

D.   The original message of Christ and the apostles, is the ultimate authority by which to measure truth and falsehood.

6. HOW CAN CHURCHES AVOID SPIRITUAL DECLINE AND THE ACCOMPANYING JUDGMENT BY CHRIST?

A. First, and foremost, all churches must be willing to “hear what the Spirit says unto the churches (Rev. 2:5-7, 16-17, 21)

B. Second, the word of Jesus Christ must always be the churches guide (Rev. 1:1-5)
C. Third, Christ’s word, the apostolic epistles, must be the churches guide to examine their beliefs and activities and renew their spiritual lives (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 29)

D. Forth, churches must continually examine their spiritual condition before God and if necessary correct their degree of toleration of worldliness, and immorality among their members (Rev. 2:4, 14-15, 20; 3:1-2, 14, 17)
E. Fifth, spiritual decline can be halted in any church or group only if there is sincere repentance and a diligent return to the original love, truth, purity and power of Jesus Christ’s Biblical revelation (Rev. 2:5-7, 16-17; 3:1-3, 15-22)  

The message to Ephesus

The message to Smyrna

The message to Pergamos

The message to Thyatira

The message to Sardis

The message to Philadelphia

The message to Laodicea

The message to American churches

The message to the whole church-world

PRAYER:

Lord, help me to see sin the way you see it, so I have no stomach for it in my life. I know that as long as I view sin only as a mistake or a weakness, I will be tempted to tolerate it. Therefore, I ask You to teach me to see sin the way You do so my desire for change will grow. Holy Spirit, help me see the truth and know the proper steps I need to take that I might make those needed changes. Father I know you have heard me, for I ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen   
INVITATION TO THE UNSAVED! 

