9-6-2017   THE FEAR OF THE LORD
The purpose of “the fear of the Lord” is to produce in the heart of the believer a reverence and awe for God and His will. 

The Scriptures reveal much about this subject and must be made clear to every believer in order to mature and experience God’s work of grace, greatness, and power.

Questions:

Why the fear of the Lord? 
What lessons to be learned?

What are the blessings to be experienced?

What part does the fear of the Lord play in our lives?

What happens when there is no fear of the Lord?

Questions answered:

How to know the fear of the Lord

How to experience the blessing of the fear of the Lord

What the Scriptures tell us about the fear of the Lord

Our relationship with God is effected by the fear of the Lord

Our relationship with people is effected by the fear of the Lord 
FIRST: The fear of the Lord is a guide to our sanctification, consecration, and dedication according to the will of God
Definition: The word FEAR from the Hebrew is yirah; (yir-aw) To be in awe of, to reverence
The word FEAR from the Greek is eulabeias from eulabes, devout. Meaning, the internal attitude of reverence toward a person, thing or event. 

The syn. eusebeia includes enlabeia as an attitude of the inner being, but also externalized that attitude in worship or other demonstrations.   

Here, a reverent awe of God’s power, majesty and holiness produced in the life of the believer. (Pro. 1:7; Acts 9:31)
1. Holy fear of transgressing God’s revealed will

2. Holy fear in gaining a heart of God’s wisdom

3. Holy fear accompanied by the Holy Spirit 

The Holy Spirit helps the believer in keeping God’s word
SECOND: True wisdom comes from the fear of the Lord (Pro. 9:10)

There are other types of fear mentioned in the Scriptures:

Demonic Fear (I John 4:18)

Fear of man (Pro. 29:25)

Fear of danger in the natural sense

Spiritual fear in the spiritual realm (Ps. 34:9; Pro. 1:29)

1. The fear of the Lord and the believer’s relationship with God
A. To fear the Lord is to know of His holiness, justice, and righteousness as a counterpart of His love and mercy. (Pro. 2:5)
Knowing God and understanding fully who He is, based on the conviction that God is a holy God whose very nature leads Him to judge sin.

B. To fear the Lord requires a knowledge of the holy God that regards Him in “holy awe” and “reverence”, and honors Him.

1. Because of His great glory

2. Because of His holiness

3. Because of His majesty

4. Because of His power

(Phil. 2:12; Ex. 20:18-19; Deut. 5:22-27; Ps. 33:8-9)
C. To fear the Lord is to put one’s faith and trust in Him alone for salvation.

Example: Israel when crossing the red sea on dry ground and saw the destruction of the Egyptians. They feared the Lord and believed.         (Ex. 14:31)

The fear of the Lord produced:

1. Confidence

2. Hope

3. Forgiveness

4. Love

5. Mercy

(Luke 1:50; Ps. 103:11; 130:4) 
D. To fear the Lord is to recognize that sin has serious consequences and that both in time and eternity God has the power to punish those who break His righteous laws. (Ps. 76:7-8)
Examples:

1.  Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:8-10)
2. Moses (Deut. 9:19)

3. Author of Heb. (Heb. 10:31)

THIRD: Why the “Fear of the Lord”?
1. Because of His creative power of all things and people                            (Ps. 33:6-9; 96:4-5; Jonah 1:9)

2. Because His power and authority are exercised over the elements of creation and over the human race.                                                          (Ex. 20:18-20; Eccl. 3:14; Mk. 4:39-41)
3. Because of His separation from and constant opposition to sin and unrighteousness.                                                                                         (Rev. 15:4)

4. Because of His coming judgment at the end of history judging all injustice and inequity                                                                                  (Deut. 17: 12-13; Isa. 59:18-19; Mal. 3:5; Heb. 10:26-31)

5. Because every person will give an account for their actions and stewardship of life to God at the judgment                                              (Eccl. 12:14; Ro. 14:10, 12; II Cor. 5:10; Rev. 20:12-13)

6. Because God has promised to bless and honor all those who fear Him.
A. Humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, and honor, and life (Pro. 22:4)

B. Protection from death                                                                                        (Pro. 14:26-27)

C. Provision for daily needs                                                                               (Ps. 34:9; 111:5)

D. Promised a long life                                                                                            (Pro. 10:27)

Those who know and fear the Lord, “it shall be well with them” regardless of what happens in the world around them                                         (Eccl. 8:12-13) 

FORTH: The “Fear of the Lord” at work in the child of God

According to Psalm 112:1 fearing the Lord is equivalent to delighting in His commands.
A. Following in His precepts                                                                                    (Ps. 119:63)

B. Finding fulfillment in life                                                                                    (Eccl. 12:13)

The fear of the Lord brings meaning to one’s life instead of the emptiness of life as revealed in Eccl. Chapters 1 and 2. (READ)

CHARACTERISTICS:

1. The fear of the Lord enables us to obey God

Abraham Ge. 22:1-12

2. The fear of the Lord moves us to say no to sin

Moses Ex. 20:20; Ps. 36:1-4

3. The fear of the Lord manifests itself in a wholesome dread of God’s holy displeasure and wrath                                                     (Mt. 10:28; Ro. 1:16-18; I Pet. 1:17)

A. Train children to fear the Lord                                                                        (Deut. 4:10; 6:1-2, 6-9)

B. Train children to live according to God’s wisdom                                           (Pro. 1:2-6)

C. This wisdom is the most critical the first steps in training children                                                                                   (Ps. 111:10; Pro. 1:7; 9:10)  

4. The fear of the Lord provides the proper perspective in reverencing and honoring God                                                                                     (Ex. 20:3)

A. Worship and glorify Him as Lord                                                                    (Ps. 22:23)

B. The congregation are those who reverence the Lord                                           (Ps. 22:25)  
C. The end-time message will be fear the Lord and give Him glory (Rev. 14:6-7)

5. The fear of the Lord has a sanctifying effect on His children 

A. His sanctifying word                                                                                            (St. John 17:17)

B. His sanctifying word helps us restrain out tongue                                (Pro. 10:19; Eccl. 5: 2, 6-7; Mt. 12:36)
6. The fear of the Lord causes us to serve God with singleness of heart permitting us to enter into God’s promises                                (II Cor. 7:1; Heb. 4:1; 11:7)

7. The fear of the Lord is accompanied by assurance and unspeakable spiritual comfort for God’s children                                  (Acts 9:31)
A. The Holy Spirit is a comforter to God’s children                                                  (II Cor. 1:1-11(4)

B. Those who do not fear the Lord have no promise of His presence, favor, and protection (Deut. 1:26)

C. Those who fear the Lord have spiritual security in their lives, grace, and power of the Holy Spirit 

D. Those who fear the Lord can be assured the Lord will deliver their souls from death (Ps. 33:18-19)  

CONCLUSION: Eccl. 12:13 

The PERSON WHO FEARS THE LORD need not fear anything else, but the PERSON WHO DOES NOT FEAR THE LORD is vulnerable to fearing everything else!

