10 15 2017            DON’T DIE! LIVE!
The enemy of your soul will have you believe you are not worthy of salvation. You have done to many wrongs that cannot be righted.

He will lead you to believe you cannot be forgiven.

He will attempt to make you believe life is over for you.

He will try to get you to forget it and move on.

He will bring up your past and try to make it your now. 

He will rehearse all your failures with you. (Do you remember)

He will tell you, God does not love you!

He will try to convince you, God is not going to use you!

He will try to tell you, people don’t appreciate you!

He will try to make you believe, you are better off dead than alive!

BUT GOD!

II Cor. 5:12-21 READ NKJV

BACKGROUND:

Paul is writing why death has no terror for the Lord’s servant, the motive and object of ministry for Christ.

1. Assurance of the resurrection, verses 1-8

2. The judgment seat of Christ verses 9-11

3. Reconciliation to God verses 12-21

The servant of the Lord’s hope and motive with all the promises of God.

Verse 12

“For we do not commend ourselves again to you, but give you opportunity to boast on our behalf, that you may have an answer for those who boast in appearance and not in heart.” 
NOTE: Paul desiring no false praise from anyone, but wanting only true recognition.

Verse 13

“For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God: or if we are of sound mind, it is for you.”
NOTE: This refers to the remarks about Paul, being of sound mind and sober or insane as some of his distractors told.

Verse 14

“For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died:”
NOTE: Christ died for the whole world, and for all time for we were all dead in trespasses and sins.
Verse 15

“And He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.”
NOTE: Those who accept Christ now belong to Him, and He rose that we might have the power to do His will.

Verse 16

“Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer.” 
NOTE: We no longer know man by the things that pertain to humanity and this present world, and we are to know Christ exclusively as Savior, which He accomplished at the cross.

Verse 17

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold all things have become new.” 

NOTE: Saved by the blood, he is a new species, and all we had before salvation is passed away and is no longer useable, and everything useable is given by Christ and is new.    

Verse 18
“Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.”

NOTE: All the new things God has done for us because of Christ’s sacrifice in saving us, is wrapped up in “preaching Christ to others” and what He has done, and can do, for them as well.

Verse 19

“That is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.”

NOTE: Because God so loved the world, the Triune Godhead was                            totally involved in the atonement of our sins, laying them on Christ                     instead.

Verse 20

“Now then, we are Ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us; we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.”

NOTE: Power to deliver a message through the Holy Spirit, as if coming from God Himself, and only accomplished to the hearer by making Jesus Christ Lord and Savior.   

Verse 21

“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”

NOTE: God the Father has made Him, Christ, the sin offering, who was not guilty, who was Holy and Pure, to be sin for us, that we might through what He did, become righteous in Christ. 

Isa. 53:6, 10; I Pet. 2:24

NOTE: The servant of God who has an earnest of the Spirit to give everlasting grace and comfort, with a promise of a glorious resurrection body and fellowship of the Lord Jesus Himself, cannot but despise the brief sufferings and persecutions of this life, and be constrained by the love of Christ, manifested in testifying as ambassadors of heaven, to lost souls.  
CONCLUSION:
Christ was “made sin” not a “sinner” but sin, a “sin offering” or “sacrifice.”

As He who knew no sin was made sin for us, so we who have no righteousness of our own are made the righteousness of God “in Him.” 

The accuser of the brethren has been defeated!
You are now in the ministry!

Go in peace, you have a message to deliver!
