Sunday Oct. 18, 2017    THE REFORMATION and MARTIN LUTHER 
Hebrews 4:11-16 (12)

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing apart of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”   

The reformation of the church has reached its 500th birthday. People all over the world are celebrating. Martin Luther considered the man used along with many others to bring the church of his day to awareness for change such as not seen before or now. 
Martin Luther will be acknowledged as the first to start by nailing his 95 theses to the door of the Castle church in Wittenberg, Germany, October 31, 1517.

Some notes about Martin Luther:

CONVICTION Ro. 1:16-17
Note:I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Ghost, 
enlightened me by the Gospel,
enlightened me with His gifts, 
sanctified and kept me in the true faith;
 even as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and calls, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith; in which Christian church He daily forgives all sins to me and all believers, and will at the last day raise up me and all the dead, and give unto me and all believers in Christ eternal life. This is most certainly true.
GRACE St. John 1:17; Ro. 5:17-21; Eph. 2:8-9
Grace, means a change in a person’s situation toward God, so that grace really reaches the person from without, from God’s point of view.
GIFT Ro. 12:6; Phil. 2:13; I Pet. 4:10
Gift, means the change in a person as accomplished by grace, in inward event in faith and in the attendant overcoming of sin which faith brings about.
HYMNS               Ps. 40:3; 77:6; Eph. 5:18-19; Col.3:16 
Hymns written by Martin Luther:

1. Not meant to create a mood

2. Were meant to convey a message

3. Were to declare a confession of faith

Songs that were connected to the Reformation:

1. “A Mighty Fortress is our God” 

Note:     Based on Psalm 46
Considered, “the battle hymn of the Reformation”
Written in 1529 
2. “O Lord, look down from Heaven, Behold”

Note:    Based on Psalm 12
Written 1524

3. “Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word”

Note:     Based on St. John 8:31
Written 1534

Verse One: “Lord, keep us steadfast in Your word:

Curb those who by deceit or sword would wrest the kingdom from Your Son, and bring to naught all He has done.”

Note:  Prayer to the Father to keep us steadfast and true in His word, and that we would bring to nothing all the plans of the enemies of His word.
Verse Two: “Lord Jesus Christ, Your power makes known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone;

Defend Your Holy Church that we  

May sing Your praise triumphantly.”

Note:       Prayer to Jesus Christ, the Lord of lords

To defend the church from all her enemies. (Mat. 16:18)
Defend thy Christendom that we, may evermore sing praise to Thee. 

Verse Three: “O Comforter of priceless worth,

Send peace and unity on earth;

Support us in our final strife,
And lead us out of death to life.”

Note:     Prayer to the Holy Spirit, the Comforter of priceless worth.                    (St. John 14:25-31; 16:5-15)
A prayer of peace and unity                                                                          (Ro. 5:1; St. John 17;17, 21)       
                                                                                                                             Words of Martin Luther:
The three enemies of the church (the devil, the world, and the sinful flesh) are always hounding us, chasing us toward unbelief, despair, and other great shame and vice.

And yet the Lord has given us a weapon to fight them with:

His Holy Word!                                                                                                         (Eph. 6:17 a living word)

We may stand, “against the wiles of the devil.”                                                    (Eph. 6:11 stand therefore)

Christ’s embattled church on earth is always praying that the Lord would defend and keep her in this true faith and word!

Martin Luther on Pentecost:

Acts 2:1-4 (4)
Note:       Pentecost, the 50th day after the Sabbath Passover week. (Lev.23:15-16) 
             Thus, the first day of the week. Pentecost is also called the “Feast of Weeks” (Dt. 16:10),
“The Feast of Harvest” (Ex. 23:16) 
 “The day of the First Fruits.” (Num. 28:26) 

Verse 4 KJV
“And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”

 note: “they were all”, could refer either to the apostles or to the 120. Those holding that the 120 are meant, point to the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy (V 17-18) as involving more than the twelve apostles. The nearest reference, however, is to the apostles (see verse 1) and the narrative continues with Peter and the eleven standing to address the crowd (v 14),  
“Filled with the Holy Ghost”. A fulfillment of Acts 1:5, 8; see also Jesus’ promise in Lu. 24:49. Their spirits were completely under the control of the Holy Ghost; their words were His words.
“with other tongues.” The Spirit enabled them to speak in languages they had not previously learned.

Two other examples of speaking in tongues are found in                    (Acts 10:46; 19:6). One extended N.T. passage deals with this spiritual gift (I Cor.12-14). The gift had particular relevance here, where people of different nationalities and languages were gathered. 
In Acts 2:4, 11 “tongues” is modified by “other” and “our own” respectively; in Acts 2:4 the word “language” (Gr. Dialect) is used as equivalent in meaning. Hence the miracle at Pentecost involved known foreign languages.
 The contexts of Acts 10:46; 19:6 and I Cor. 12-14 imply different phenomenon, as does the fact that in these passages “tongues” appears without such modifiers as “other” and “our own”, a special spiritual gift that needs an interpreter.    

 Closing: The reformation brought an awakening that has lasted for 500 years. Many truths were to follow, and history allows us to look back and see how God the Holy Spirit has kept the true church on track with God’s word as predicted before the world began. The Holy Spirit is at work bringing the “church age” to a proper closing.  
Prayer: For a fresh visitation from God the Holy Spirit bringing us a spiritual reformation.   
A. Salvation through the Blood of Christ

B. Divine healing for the body soul and spirit

C. Fresh baptism with the Holy Spirit

D. A cry for the soon return of Christ

AMEN!

