                                     THE FEAR OF THE LORD 8-10-16   
The “fear of the Lord” is overlooked in many circles of the church world. This subject would, if taught correctly, curtail a lot of error. Also the “fear of the Lord” would result in the many blessings that follow those who understand and walk in the “fear of the Lord.”

 The subject at this time is taken from Exodus the first chapter.

Text: Exodus 1:1-2:10 (15-22)

1. The children of Israel or Jacob listed in verses 1:2-6

2. The children of Israel increased abundantly 1:7  

A. According to God’s promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
B. Their number over 600, 000 before the exodus.

C. God had told of their coming oppression.
3. Another king was raised up who knew not Joseph

A. God’s concern for His people continues after Joseph has died.

B. The pharaoh named Thutmose I.

C. The pharaoh who was in power at the exodus was Amenhotep II

D. 430 years is the time Israel spent in the land of Goshen, Egypt.

4. The pharaoh’s set over them task masters
A. The taskmasters oppressed the children of Israel.

B. God used the oppression to separate His people from idolatry.

C. Prepare Israel for a mighty exodus

God would bring the children of Israel out from unfair and slave labor from the hands of their enemy.

Here are some of the labor tasks Israel performed under the taskmasters of Egypt.

1. Digging the clay for making bricks

2. Kneading clay to proper consistency

3. Taking the clay to brick molds

4. Forming the bricks 

5. Drying bricks in the son

6. Carrying them to the building site

7. Building cities from the brick for Pharaoh

Their labor was not easy but became more demanding with Pharaoh and his expectations. 

The Lord had a plan to deliver the children out from such bondage.    

Our Text: 14-22 READ
Verse 15 Two women “feared the Lord”

Puah, her name meaning “child bearing” or “joy of parents”
Shiphrah, “prolife” or “procreate”
These two Egyptian women were to carry out the orders of the Pharaoh in controlling the population of the Hebrew people. Save the female babies and destroy the male babies. 

These two midwives risked their lives in saving the male babies born to Israelite mothers. These two women were to instruct the hundreds of midwives delivering Hebrew babies. Between 500 and 1000 women were engaged serving the Pharaoh with this task. Shiphrah with Puah were the forerunners of a multitude of noble women to help bring children into the world and bestow such loving care upon them in the first days of infancy.
Receiving the royal command to commit murder, these two loyal, vigorous, middle aged women were caught between two fires.
 Whom should they obey? 
The God of the Hebrews whom they had come to believe, or the tyrannical king of Egypt? 
True to their conscience and honored calling they knew it would conflict with the divine command to kill, and so “saved the men children alive.”
 They chose to obey God rather than man, and in doing brought upon their heads the rage of Pharaoh.
These two witnesses against abortion, which has become legal in many nations married Hebrew men and became mothers in Israel.                  (II Sam. 7: 11, 27) 

The saving of Hebrew male children resulted in Moses being saved. (Exodus 2:1-10) READ

Moses was ordained by God to be the one chosen to deliver the children of Israel out of Egypt’s bondage as God has foretold to Abraham. 

God’s hand on Moses birth

God’s hand on Moses being hid

God’s hand on Moses being drawn out

God’s hand on Moses being adopted

God’s hand on Moses being educated

God’s hand on Moses being raised up

God’s hand on Moses leading sheep

God’s hand on Moses leading children of Israel out of Egypt

CONCLUSION: All this happened because two women “feared the lord.”

1. Man’s heart must be changed (Psalm 36:1)
“an oracle within my heart concerning the transgression of the wicked: 

“There is no fear of God before his eyes.

2. For he flatters himself in his own eyes,

When he finds out his iniquity and when he hates.

3. The words of his mouth are wickedness and deceit;

He has ceased to be wise and to do good.

4. He devises wickedness on his bed; 

He sets himself in a way that is not good;

He does not abhor evil.”

Gen. 9:6

“Whoever sheds man’s blood,

By man his blood shall be shed;

For in the image of God He made man.”

Note: Evil and wicked people do evil and wicked things to others including abortion.

Psalm 55:19

“God will hear, and afflict them,

Even He who abides from of old. Selah.

Because they do not change,

Therefore they do not fear God.”

The answer to murder and abortion is not demonstrating against it, but “the fear of the Lord” to change the heart of man.

TO THE BELIEVER: 

Ps. 40:8

“I delight to do Your will, O my God,

And Your law is within my heart.”

To fear the Lord is to delight in His word and obey! 

PRAYER:   

