THIRD: Why the “Fear of the Lord”?
1. Because of His creative power of all things and people                            (Ps. 33:6-9; 96:4-5; Jonah 1:9)

2. Because His power and authority are exercised over the elements of creation and over the human race.                                                          (Ex. 20:18-20; Eccl. 3:14; Mk. 4:39-41)
3. Because of His separation from and constant opposition to sin and unrighteousness.                                                                                         (Rev. 15:4)

4. Because of His coming judgment at the end of history judging all injustice and inequity                                                                                  (Deut. 17: 12-13; Isa. 59:18-19; Mal. 3:5; Heb. 10:26-31)

5. Because every person will give an account for their actions and stewardship of life to God at the judgment                                              (Eccl. 12:14; Ro. 14:10, 12; II Cor. 5:10; Rev. 20:12-13)

6. Because God has promised to bless and honor all those who fear Him.
A. Humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, and honor, and life (Pro. 22:4)

B. Protection from death                                                                                        (Pro. 14:26-27)

C. Provision for daily needs                                                                               (Ps. 34:9; 111:5)

D. Promised a long life                                                                                            (Pro. 10:27)

Those who know and fear the Lord, “it shall be well with them” regardless of what happens in the world around them                                         (Eccl. 8:12-13) 

FORTH: The “Fear of the Lord” at work in the child of God

According to Psalm 112:1 fearing the Lord is equivalent to delighting in His commands.
A. Following in His precepts                                                                                    (Ps. 119:63)

B. Finding fulfillment in life                                                                                    (Eccl. 12:13)

The fear of the Lord brings meaning to one’s life instead of the emptiness of life as revealed in Eccl. Chapters 1 and 2. (READ)

CHARACTERISTICS:

1. The fear of the Lord enables us to obey God

Abraham Ge. 22:1-12

2. The fear of the Lord moves us to say no to sin

Moses Ex. 20:20; Ps. 36:1-4

3. The fear of the Lord manifests itself in a wholesome dread of God’s holy displeasure and wrath                                                     (Mt. 10:28; Ro. 1:16-18; I Pet. 1:17)

A. Train children to fear the Lord                                                                        (Deut. 4:10; 6:1-2, 6-9)

B. Train children to live according to God’s wisdom                                           (Pro. 1:2-6)

C. This wisdom is the most critical the first steps in training children                                                                                   (Ps. 111:10; Pro. 1:7; 9:10)  

4. The fear of the Lord provides the proper perspective in reverencing and honoring God                                                                                     (Ex. 20:3)

A. Worship and glorify Him as Lord                                                                    (Ps. 22:23)

B. The congregation are those who reverence the Lord                                           (Ps. 22:25)  
C. The end-time message will be fear the Lord and give Him glory (Rev. 14:6-7)

5. The fear of the Lord has a sanctifying effect on His children 

A. His sanctifying word                                                                                            (St. John 17:17)

B. His sanctifying word helps us restrain out tongue                                (Pro. 10:19; Eccl. 5: 2, 6-7; Mt. 12:36)
6. The fear of the Lord causes us to serve God with singleness of heart permitting us to enter into God’s promises                                (II Cor. 7:1; Heb. 4:1; 11:7)

7. The fear of the Lord is accompanied by assurance and unspeakable spiritual comfort for God’s children                                  (Acts 9:31)
A. The Holy Spirit is a comforter to God’s children                                                  (II Cor. 1:1-11(4)

B. Those who do not fear the Lord have no promise of His presence, favor, and protection (Deut. 1:26)

C. Those who fear the Lord have spiritual security in their lives, grace, and power of the Holy Spirit 

D. Those who fear the Lord can be assured the Lord will deliver their souls from death (Ps. 33:18-19)  

CONCLUSION: Eccl. 12:13 

The PERSON WHO FEARS THE LORD need not fear anything else, but the PERSON WHO DOES NOT FEAR THE LORD is vulnerable to fearing everything else!
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