1-24-2018           THE BOOK OF JAMES

Points of interest: 

1. Key word           The key word in James is WORKS. 
2. The book of James is the “Epistle of holy living.”
3. Key verse           “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without WORKS is dead also.” (2:26)
The epistle is a pattern for “External Living.”  

A. Life is a scene of temptation, demanding struggle and heroic endurance. 

B. Business plans are to be but the practical carrying out of God’s will.

C. We are to exhibit an unworldly type of character, avoiding contamination with the world.

D. On the other hand, we are to cultivate Christian fellowship and to restrain the tongue.

E. Every true inward grace bears outward fruit.

Paul and James have much in common. Paul writes we are justified freely by grace through faith alone, independent of the Mosaic Law.

James on the other hand writes to show the importance of works as the necessary evidence of saving faith, revealing the test of character.

Their writings do not stand face to face, beating each other, but back to back, beating off common foes. 

4. Key thoughts

A. Christian morality in and out of the church

B. Religion justified before men and works

C. The words “brother” and “brethren” occur 16 times
D. Patience is used in the sense of steadfast endurance in piety

E. The word “perfect” occurs 5 times

The epistle of James relates to other Scriptures

A. Much of James is a commentary on the “sermon on the Mount.” In that regard, it is interesting to compare it with the writings of Paul in Romans and Galatians.  

B. James parallels the book of Ecclesiastics, 

Jas 1:5, 8-13, 1:19; 23, 25 and 3:5-6 compare with Eccl. 20:15; 1:28; 15:11; 5:11; 20:7; 12:11; 14:23; 28:10; 10:19.
The book of James relating to the wisdom of Solomon, compare James 1:10-11, 17, 20; 2:21; 4:14; 5:1-6; with Eccl. 2:8; 7:17-20; 12:16; 10:5; 5:9-14; 2:1-24

Other similarities, compare James 1:5-6; 12, 19, 21; 3:5; 4: 6; 5:20 with Proverbs 3:5-6; 33:34; 3:11; 30:12; 16:27: 3:34; 10:12
The book of James helps people in Peculiar Situations

A. Helps the inconsistent, deceived, people who profess religion and for loose-living church members generally.

B. It is the epistle for modern times. 
C. Pretensions and false professions of people who put on robes of sanctity, sing hymns of praise, and utter words which the Holy Spirit breathes into the ears of a loving heavenly Father, and at the same time, allow cursing to come out of their mouths are corrected by this epistle.  

CONCLUSION:

The trinity of graces are faith, hope, and love.

Paul is the apostle of faith.

Peter is the apostle of hope.

John is the apostle of love.

Without James, the apostle of work, however, 

Faith is simply ecstasy

Hope is simply hollow mockery

Love is simply sentimental repining. 

The book of James includes all believers and all graces for work, holy living and maturing.
