2 25 2018                          BEING THE CHURCH
The church is about to experience a difference from all other generations. The difference being; a visitation from God, power to move as God moves, and knowledge to equip the saints.

LOOK AT HISTORY:
GENESIS, focuses on the beginning and spread of sin in the world and culminates in the devastating flood in the days of Noah.

EXODUS, is the record of Israel’s birth as a nation. Within the protective “womb” of Egypt, the Jewish family of seventy rapidly multiplied. At the right time, accompanied with severe “birth pains,” an infant nation, numbering between two and three million people, is brought into the world where it is divinely protected, fed, and nurtured.

LEVITICUS, is God’s guidebook for His newly redeemed people, showing them how to worship, serve, and obey a holy God. Fellowship with God through sacrifice and obedience show the awesome holiness of the God of Israel. Indeed, “you shall be holy, for the Lord your God am holy.”

NUMBERS, is the book of wanderings. It takes its name from the two numberings of the Israelites; the first at Mt. Sinai, and the second, at the plains of Moab. Most of the book, however, describes Israel’s experience as they wonder in the wilderness. The lesson of Numbers is clear. While it may be necessary to pass through wilderness experiences, one does not have to live there. For Israel, an eleven-day journey became a forty-year agony.
DEUTERONOMY, Moses, “Upper Desert Discourse,” consists of a series of farewell messages by Israel’s one hundred and twenty years old leader. It is addressed to the new generation destined to possess the land of promise who had survived the forty years of wilderness wandering.  

The parting words of Moses to the new generation are given in oral and written form so that they will endure to all generations. “Book of Remembrance” 
JOSHUA, the first of the twelve historical books (Joshua-Esther), forges a link between the Pentateuch and the remainder of Israel’s history. Joshua teaches Israel a great lesson. 

“Victory comes through faith in God and obedience to His word, rather than through military might or numerical superiority.”

Joshua’s name is symbolic of the fact that although he is the leader of the Israelites nation during the conquest, the Lord is the Conqueror. 

Known as the “Joshua Generation”

God’s word: Joshua 1:3, 5, 8

3. “Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.”
5. “No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not leave you nor forsake you.”

8. “This book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.”

Church of Joshua:  

1. Born in the middle of murmurers, complainers, and faultfinders.
2. Trained by the wilderness’s testing to depend on God.

3. They knew what is was to have fresh bread every morning. (Fathers hand)

4. They had water from the Rock.

5. They didn’t bow to idols.

6. They were clothed and fed by God.

7. They depended on God for all their needs.

8. They conquered the giants of the promised land.

This is the generation who heard and moved according to Joshua and entered the promised land.
These were a type of today’s believers who are going to have a relationship with God who will possess the promises of God.

This is the generation who will receive their inheritance and have a part in God’s eternal plans.
This generation is alive today!
Eph. 4:15-16

15. “But speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head-Christ-

16. “from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supply, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.” 
1. The Reformation
2. The Azusa St. Outpouring

3. The Latter Rain Outpouring

4. The Charismatic Movement

These works of God were progressive in nature. All were used for God’s purpose and built on the principles of each to bring us to where we are today.  

5.This move of God will be accompanied with a “Visitation”

A. A great visitation of God (The Holy Spirit)

B. The church will grow up into Him (Christ)
C. The church will be walking where He is walking (In the Spirit)
D. The church will be hearing what He is hearing (Hear the Spirit)
E. The church will be moving where He is moving (God Almighty)
The Old Testament church was a type of that which is to be fulfilled in the New Testament church.
The Old Testament church did not completely receive its inheritance for they did not defeat all the “ites” in the promised land. 

The New Testament church will completely overcome all the “ites” in the land God has promised and receive their inheritance which is “part in God’s eternal family, His body, the church.”
 The New Testament church will be:
1. Resourceful in COURAGE
2. Strong in FAITH

3. Committed to GOD 

4. Obeying His WORD

Matt. 16:18; Acts 2:47; Eph. 5:27, 29 Col. 1:24; Heb. 12:23
CONCLUSION: READ Psalm 27 (GWT)
