3 4 2018                             CITY OF THE KING
The Scriptures are clear when it comes to revealing the city of God. The Scriptures are revealing of a city that is of most importance to the Jewish people, the church and the world. 
History will show why this city is of most importance.

There is a heavenly city (New Jerusalem) 
There is an earthly city (City of Jerusalem)
There is a spiritual city (The spiritual Jerusalem)
Much can be said about all the above.

BACKGROUND:

Jerusalem means “the habitation of peace”

Jerusalem has been in the hands:

A. Of Kings

B. Of Jews

C. Of Christians

D. Of Muslims

E. Of governments

Above all these Jerusalem has been in the hands of God
TEXT: Psalm 48 (NKJV) 

THEME: Praise to God for the beauty and strength of Mount Zion, the city of God. 

KEY WORD: Ps. 48:1 (NKJV)
“Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in His holy mountain.”

(GWT)
“The LORD is great, He should be highly praised. His holy mountain is in the city of our God.”

FIRST: “Great is the LORD”
1. Great in the deliverance of His people.

2. Great in the praise to Him who He delivers.

3. Great in the hearts of those enemies whom He scatters by their own fears.
SECOND: “Greatly to be praised”
1. It cannot be too constant (remaining the same; specifically, in purpose, resolute, steady in affection, loyalty, faithful, etc.)
2. It cannot be too laudatory (containing or expressing praise; tending to praise; eulogistic.) 
3. It cannot be too earnest (serious and intense; not joking or playful; zealous and sincere; deeply convinced; as, earnest in prayer; an earnest appeal.)
4. It cannot be too reverential (proceeding from reverence or expressing it; reverent; reverential fear.)
5. It cannot be too sublime (uplifted, high, lofty, exalted)
THIRD: “In the city of our God”
1. He is great there and should be praised there

2. His chosen people should continue to adore Him

3. His power and glory has been so manifestly revealed

4. His praises should be like no other praises

Jerusalem was the seat of the theocratic government, and the center of prescribed worship, and in His church the place of divine manifestation. 
In the city of God is where the Temple of God is found!

Place of PRAYER
Place of PRAISE
Place of POWER 

For the Nations! (Mk. 11:15-19)
FORTH: “In the mountain of holiness” 

Where the holy temple, holy priest, and sacrifices might continually be seen.

Zion was a mount, and as it was the most renowned part of the city, it is mentioned as a synonym for the city itself.

The church of God is a mount for elevation and for conspicuousness, and it should be adorned with holiness, her sons being partakers of the holiness of God.
A. A place of Prayer

B. A place of Praise

C. A place of power

Only by holy men can the LORD be exalted in praise, and incessantly occupied with worship.

PROMISE: Ps. 48:14
“For this is God, Our God forever and ever;

He will be our guide even to death”

Even, “forever”

CONCLUSION:

There is one city which is the world’s star (Jerusalem) the most precious pearl of all lands, because it is God’s city on which His eye is ever resting. (Although it has long been in the dust, it will be restored again as the capital of the whole earth.) 
Isa. 62:6-7 (Ref. Mic. 4:6-13)
6.“I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem;

They shall never hold their peace day or night.

You who make mention of the LORD, do not keep silent.

7. And give Him no rest till He establishes

And till He make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.”

There is a SPIRITUAL CITY, ZION equally glorious and which shall never be overthrown, THE CHURCH, against which the gates of hell shall not prevail. THE CHURCH is putting on her garments to welcome the King when He comes to reestablish the literal City of God, Zion and to rule over the whole earth forever. (Mat. 16:13-20 (18)
“And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build My church, and the gates of hades shall not prevail (or be victorious) against it.”
The Spiritual city, Zion the Church:

A place of prayer, A place of praise, A place of power

For the Nations!

AMEN AND PRAISE THE LORD!
