3 18 2018             The Glory and Triumph of God

It is becoming more and more Urgent in these days before                  “the Great and Glorious day of the Lord come.”

The prophets foresaw according to God’s plan to redeem mankind and restore all that had been damaged through man’s rebellion and disobedience.
The Nation of Israel is a classic example.

BACKGROUND:

The Book of Ezekiel:

Written 597-573 B.C.

The historical setting for the book is Babylon during the exile. Ezekiel a priest who was taken into captivity by the forces of Nebuchadnezzar in 597 B.C. 
Nebuchadnezzar and his forces destroyed both the city of Jerusalem and the temple.

 Ezekiel’s prophetic ministry occurred during the darkest hour of Old Testament history. 

Ezekiel and Daniel were both contemporaries of Jeremiah. 

Daniel is referred to three times in the book. (Ezek. 14:14, 20; 28:3)  

Theme: To be a Watchman, and God’s prophetic proclamations of the Glory and Triumph of God.

1. Ezekiel’s Commission (Ezek. 1:1-7:27)
2. Captivity of Jerusalem and Judah (Ezek. 8:1-24:27)

3. The Coming Kingdom (Ezek. 33:1-48:35)
WARNING: God is marvelously good to those who show a desire to walk with Him, and terribly severe upon those who persistently rebel against Him.

BLESSING: Ezekiel’s message which regularly called for repentance by promising restoration.  

1. To deliver God’s message of judgment to apostate Judah and Jerusalem and seven foreign nations around her. (Ch. 1-24)

2. To sustain the faith of God’s remnant in exile concerning the restoration of His covenant people and the final glory of God’s kingdom. (Ch. 33-48)

Ezekiel means “God strengthens” or “May God strengthen”
Ezekiel’s literature has been a great contributing role in development.  
The books of Daniel, Zechariah, and Revelation in the New Testament find their Head-water in Ezekiel’s prophesy.

A. The good shepherd (Ezek. 34:11-24)
B. The living water (Ezek. 47:1-14; Rev. 22:1-2)
C. The new city (Rev. 3:12; 21:1-22:5)

D. Hint of the resurrection, “dry bones” (Ezek. 37:12-13)  
“They shall know that I am the LORD” is found more than 50 times in this book.

THE COMING KINGDOM: Dan. 2:31-45
1. Babylonian Empire/gold (625-539 B.C.)
2. Medo-Persian Empire/silver (539-331 B.C.)

3. Greek Empire/bronze (331-63 B.C.)

4. Roman Empire/iron and clay (63 B.C.-A. D. 476)

5. Messianic Kingdom/Stone 

Dan. 2:44-45 ESV
“And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever,

45. just as you saw that a stone was cut from a mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold. A great God has made known to the king what shall be after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.
THE NEW TESTAMENT: 
Mat. 21:42; Acts 4:11 ESV

“This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone.”

Acts 4:11 NKJV

“This is the stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.” 

ONE: The Nature of God’s Kingdom
A. The Kingdom is Ruled by God                                                                              (II Chr. 20:6; Ps. 95:3; Dan. 4:17, 32; I Tim. 1:17)

Ps. 95:3

‘‘For the LORD is the great God, and the great king above all gods”
I Tim. 1:17

“Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.”

B. God Rules through His Son                                                                                                    (Ps. 110:1; Isa. 9:6-7; Dan. 7:13-14; Mat.28:18; Lu. 1:32-33; Eph. 1:20-22; Heb.1:3-8; Rev.1:5; 19:13-16)
Luke 1:32-33

“He will be great and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David.

And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His Kingdom there will be no end.” 

TWO: The Character of God’s Kingdom
A. Righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit                                          (Mat. 6:33; John 18:36; Ro. 14:17)

Mat. 6:33

“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”
Ro. 14:17

“For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 

A.  Divine Power                                                                                                               (Lu. 11:20-22; I Cor. 2:4; 4:20; I Thess. 1:5)
I Cor. 2:4
“And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.”

I Cor. 4:20

“For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power”

I Thess. 1:5

“For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake.”

B. Truth (The truth that sets people free from sin, destruction and Satan’s dominion)                                                                                                                   (John 8:31-32; 14:6, 16-17; 15:26; 16:13; 17:17)

John 8:31-32

“Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed in Him, “If you abide in My word you are My disciples indeed.

And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

John 17:17

“Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.”

C. Holiness: (God’s character revealed in His people)                                                                                                                      (I Cor. 1:2, 30; II Cor. 6:17-7:1; Eph. 4:24; Heb. 12:10, 14; I Pet. 1:15-16) 

Heb. 12:10

“For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness.”

Heb. 12:14

Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord:”

I Pet. 1:15-16

“But as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct

Because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”

D. Light: (The revealed truth of God and His word)                                                                                                               (John 1:4-9; 3:19; Acts 26:18; Col. 1:12-13; I Tim. 6:16)                          
I John 1:5, 7

“For this is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.” 
     But if we Walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us  from all sin.”
E. Eternal Life:                                                                                                    (John 1:4; 3:16; Ro. 5:17; 6:4, 12; 8:2; I John 5:12; Rev. 1:18)

John 3:15

“That whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”

3:17

“For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”

THREE: The Manifestation in God’s Kingdom 
A. Salvation:                                                                                                             (Mark 1:15; Acts 8:12; I Cor. 5:10-11)
Mark 1:15

“And saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”

B. Baptism in the Holy Spirit:                                                                              (Mat. 3:2, 11-12; Acts 1:3-8)
Acts 1:5
“For John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
C. Miracles and casting out demons:                                                                            (Mat. 4:23-24; 10:7-8; 12:28; Luke 9:1-2, 11; 11:20-22; 13:11-16) 

Mat. 10:7-8

“And you shall go, preach, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.                                                                                                                             Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cat out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.”  
D. Gifts of the Spirit:                                                                                               

Ro. 12:6-8
“Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith;

Or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching;

He who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.”  

E. Fruit of the Spirit:                                                                                                      Gal. 5:22-23
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, self-control. Against there is no law.
And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.”

Like the New Testament, Ezekiel emphasized the personal responsibility of each person before God, rather than passing off the exile judgment as simply the result of their ancestors’ sins. (Ezek. 18:1-32; 33:10-20)   

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven!

The great and glorious day of the Lord is coming!

The Spirit of the day of the Lord is come!

The Glory and Triumph of God has been revealed!
PRAYER:
