5 23 2018     SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP IN GOD’S KINGDOM

Saul Verse David

I Sam. 9-15 Saul’s life as a leader

CHAPTER NINE
Saul is chosen and appointed King

God allowed this to take place and Saul to become the king over Israel His people. The experience of a king would soon prove to be an offence to God’s will.

I Sam. 9:2

“And he had a son whose name was Saul, a choice and handsome young man.  There was not a more handsome person than he among the children of Israel.  From his shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people.”   

CONTENT TO CONSIDER 

I Sam. 9: 21, 25, 27

“And Saul answered and said, “Am I not a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel, and my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? Why then do you speak like this to me?”
“When they had come down from the high place into the city, Samuel spoke with Saul on the top of the house.”

“Now as they were going down to the outskirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the servant to go on ahead of us.” And he went on. “But you stand here awhile, that I may announce to you the word of the Lord.”

Saul is submitted to Samuel and the word of the Lord. He is not big in himself, but humble in deed.
 CHAPTER TEN
Saul is anointed king

Whom God calls He qualifies. When God works in us by His Spirit, it serves to confirm faith and proof of a divine commission.

Anointed

I Sam. 10:1

“Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head, and kissed him and said: “Is it not because the LORD has anointed you commander over His inheritance?”  

I Sam. 10:9

“So it was, when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, that God gave him another heart; and all those signs came to pass that day.’
CONTENT TO CONSIDER 

I Sam. 10: 6, 7, 24

“Then the Spirit of the LORD will come upon you, and you will prophesy with them and be turned into another man” 

“And let it be, when these signs come to you, that you do as the occasion demands; for God is with you”

“And Samuel said to all the people, “do you see him whom the LORD has chosen, that there is no one like him among all the people?” So all the people shouted and said, “long live the king”

Christ as king seen here in I Sam. 10:19

“But today you have rejected your God, who Himself saved you out of all your adversities and your tribulations: and you have said to Him, “No, but set a king over us!” Now therefore, present yourselves before the LORD by your tribes and by your clans” (St. John 19:5-16 (15)
CHAPTER ELEVEN
Saul’s victory at Jabesh Gilead. Kingdom renewed at Gilead. Unless the covenant with God is forsaken, there is no occasion for his courting a covenant with the world by compromise. Through the king we may have the victory.

Compromise (covenant) rejected

 I Sam. 11:1, 13

“Then Nahash the Ammonite came up and encamped against Jabesh Gilead; and all the men of Jabesh said to Nahash, “Make a covenant with us, and we will serve you”

“But Saul said, “Not a man shall be put to death this day, for today the LORD has accomplished salvation in Israel” 
CONTENT TO CONSIDER 

I Sam. 11:6
“Then the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard this news, and his anger was greatly aroused” 
The right eye is the eye of faith. The left eye was covered with a shield. By compromise they would be unfitted to flight. Thus, Satan seeks to cripple the follower of Christ in service. A compromising Christian is always blind in one eye. Look unto Jesus with both eyes. (Heb. 12:1)

CHAPTER TWELVE

Samuel’s proclamation of a kingdom 
Deliverance of God rehearsed

The sign of thunder and rain

Relationship with the Lord has reason on its side which demonstrates that obedience to God is the happiness of men and disobedience to God is the ruin of men. 

I Sam. 12:7

“Now therefore, stand still, that I may reason with you before the LORD who raised up Moses and Aaron, and who brought your fathers up from the land of Egypt”
CONTENT TO CONSIDER
I Sam. 12: 14, 15, 23-25

“If you fear the LORD and serve Him and obey His voice, and do not rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then both you and the king who reigns over you will continue following the Lord your God”

“However, if you do not obey the voice of the LORD, but rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then the hand of the LORD will against you, as it was against your fathers”

“For the LORD will not forsake His people, for His great name’s sake, because it has pleased the LORD to make you His people.
Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray for you; but I will teach you the good and the right way

Only fear the LORD, and serve Him in truth with all your heart; for consider what great things He has done for you. 

But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and your king.”

Promise: 

 I Sam. 12:22
“For the LORD will not forsake His people, for His great name’s sake, because it has pleased the LORD to make you His people”

Had God chosen us on our good merits, we might fear He would cast us off for our bad merits but choosing us in Christ before the foundation of the world, for His name’s sake, He cannot lose us.

CHAPTER 13

The self-will of Saul

He intrudes into the priests’ office

His divine rejection announced

Some lay great stress upon the external performances of religion, thinking thereby to excuse their ignorance of God Himself. Though enemies press, we are powerless to engage them without God Himself. We will make progress if we wait upon Him and become assured of divine power.

Disobedience:

I Sam. 13:13

“And Samuel said the Saul, “You have done foolishly. You have not kept the commandment of the LORD your God, which he commanded you. For now the LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel forever”
CONTENT TO CONSIDER
I Sam. 13:14

“But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you”

Scoffers of the latter days think the promise of Christ’s return is broken because He does not come in their time, though it is certain that He will come “In such an hour as we think not.” Our king is coming!

CHAPTER FOURTEEN
Jonathon’s great victory over the Philistines

Let this strengthen the weak and encourage the timid, that no matter how few and feeble those are who seek to Him for direction and acknowledge Him in all their ways, God will give the victory. God can only save us, but save by us, therefore let faith venture.

Deliverance 

I Sam. 14:12

“Then the men of the garrison called to Jonathon and his armorbearer, and said, “Come up to us, and we will show you something.” So Jonathon said to his armorbearer, “Come up after me, for the LORD has delivered them into the hand of Israel.”
CONTENT TO CONSIDER
I Sam. 14:6, 45

“Then Jonathon said to the young man who bore his armor, “Come, let us go over to the garrison of these uncircumcised; it may be that the LORD will work for us. For nothing restrains the LORD from saving by many or by few.”
“But the people said to Saul, “Shall Jonathon die, who has accomplished this great salvation in Israel? Certainly not! As the LORD lives, not one hair of his head shall fall to the ground, for he has worked with God this day.” So the people recued Jonathon, and he did not die.”

To fail to feed upon the honey is not time gained but strength lost, unfitting one for the conflict.

I Sam. 14:25-30 

CHAPTER FIFTEEN 
Saul’s incomplete obedience and his rejection as king

Some judge many things in their lives, but spare one Agag which the Lord has condemned. Partial obedience spells disobedience and in the absence of perfect obedience, our sacrifices are worthless.

I Sam. 15:22

“Then Samuel said:
“Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.”

Disobedience

I Sam. 15:23, 24, 25

“For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also has rejected you from being king.”
“Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of the LORD and your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice.”

“Now therefore, please pardon my sin, and return with me, that I may worship the LORD.”

We see how hard it is to convict the children of disobedience of their sin and strip them of their fig leaves, for they ever seek to justify themselves on the ground of their good intentions. Ceremonial observances cannot take the place of humble, sincere obedience to the will of God which requires full yielding to Jesus Christ. 

I Sam. 15:20

“And Saul said to Samuel, “But I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and gone on the mission on which the LORD sent me, and brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.”  

Saul did not consider himself great, but he still did not honor the LORD. The LORD delights in obedience more than burnt sacrifices. To obey is better than sacrifice.
