5 27 2018                       OUTLINE OF PENTECOST

The seven Sundays leading up to the descending of the comforting Holy Spirit.
The purpose for celebrating these Sundays were to encourage the believers to meditate on who Jesus Christ is, what He has done for us, and His aid in helping us, on our journey until we reach that heavenly Jerusalem (dwelling of peace) where we will see Him face to face for all eternity.

FIRST SUNDAY Christ our Faith (St. John 20:28-29) GWT
“Thomas responded to Jesus, My Lord and my God.”

“Jesus said to Thomas, you believe because you’ve seen Me. Blessed are those who haven’t seen Me but believe.”  

Note: The new life that exists in Christ’s resurrection becomes ours only by and through faith. (I Cor. 15:14)

J. B. Phillips 

Heb. 12:1

“Let us run the race that we have to run with patience, our eyes fixed on Jesus the Source and the Goal of our faith.”
“Think constantly on Him, and you will not lose your purpose or your courage.”

Believers Response:

I’ll study your word and grow in faith. You’re the Messiah, the Son of God. And I have life by believing in You!

SECOND SUNDAY Christ the bread of life (St. John 6:35) GWT
“Jesus told them, I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to Me will never become hungry, and whoever believes in me will never become thirsty.”  

Note: In our new resurrected life in Jesus, the need for spiritual food is catered for through the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.         (St. John 6:48-68; 1:1, 14) To feed on Him is to feed on His word which give spiritual life!  

Believers Response:

You are the only bread that can ever fill me up. I believe in you. Bring me back to life on the last day! 

THIRD SUNDAY Christ the water of life (St. John 4:13-14) GWT
“Jesus answered her, everyone who drinks this water will become thirsty again.”
“But those who drink the water that I will give them will never become thirsty again. In fact, the water I will give them will become in them a spring that gushes up to eternal life.”

Note: This is the thirsty quenching water, living water that is given to us through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Believers Response:

Your eternal life will surge within me like a spring. Give me your water to drink! Quench my thirst forever!

FORTH SUNDAY Christ the light of the world (St. John 12:46) GWT
“I am the Light that has come into the world so that everyone who believes in Me will not live in the darkness.”

Note: You are the salt of the earth and light of the world signifying the importance of an early realization of who we are and what our role is here on earth. (St. John 12:38-40; Ro. 12:8)

Believers response:

Rulers who believed in you wouldn’t own up to it in public. Shake me when I care about what people think instead of what You think. I choose not the darkness, but You, the light of the world.

FIFTH SUNDAY Christ the way of life (St. John 14:6) GWT
“Jesus answered him, I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one goes to the Father except through Me.” 

Note: In Christ, we become children of God the Father, and in Him we can inherit the kingdom.
Believers response:

You are the way to the Father, and because I’ve seen You I know exactly what the Father is like.

SIXTH SUNDAY Christ the conqueror of the world (St. John 16:33) GWT
I’ve told you this so that my peace will be with you. In the world you’ll have trouble. But cheer up! I have overcome the world.”
Note: If the Lord overcame the world for our sake, in Him we too can overcome all tribulations and complications and become victorious.

Believers Response:

I’m starting to understand You. You have given me the answer I need to have peace. I’ll face trouble in the world, but I’ll cheer up because You have overcome the world I live in! 
SEVENTH SUNDAY Christ announcing the Comforter (St. Jn 15:26) GWT
“The Helper whom I will send to you from the Father will come. This Helper, the Spirit of Truth who comes from the Father, will declare the truth about Me.” 
Note: Celebration of the long-awaited-for, the coming of the Comforter, Helper, Teacher, Interpreter, Intercessor, Knowledgeable Holy Spirit that our Lord has promised to send, and on whom coming depended the understanding and revelation of the secrets of the kingdom of God.

Work of the Holy Spirit:

“Bring to your remembrance all things that I have said to you”                            (St. John 14:26) 

Believers Response:

Thank You for putting my life together. Thank You for sending the promise of the Father. The promised Holy Spirit who was sent to come along side and teach me about You and Your Word. 

PRAYER:

May the period between the resurrection and the descent of the Holy Spirit, be a period of contemplation upon the person of Jesus Christ, who He is and what He has done for us; as well as an appreciation of the work of the Holy Spirit in us to bring us closer to the Father, help us witness to the Son, and keep Him the Holy Spirit, always alive and kindled in us! Amen.

Acts 2:1-41 read GWT 

FIRST: The conception and manifestation of the Christian Church a miracle.

A. Trace the oneness of purpose (Acts 1:4)                                               Unity for service.

B. Trace how oneness fused them together. Unity, Worship, Singing, Community.

C. Trace the set day, place, company, purpose, spirit of their togetherness.

SECOND: The symbols of the Spirit were miraculous in operation.

Wind, fire, tongues. Irresistible energy, “rushing of a mighty wind.”

A. Divine gifts “As the Spirit gave utterance”

B. Symbols of themselves produce nothing.

“As of” suggests they were signs of the presence of the Holy Spirit.

“Sound” filled the house.

“Tongues” represent a personal gift

“Wind” blows where it wills represented World Wide Ministry

C. Symbols indicated divine power for service.

Power was manifest in produced effects.

“The sound” so mysterious, drew the crowd.

“The Tongues” amazed them.
“The Preaching” transformed them.
3000 souls were saved!
THIRD: The Spirit in the church makes her a miraculous channel of blessing.

While there was unity at Pentecost, there was not uniformity.

Gifts were varied.

A Spirit filled church is diverse in gifts and potent in her effect upon the world.

John Westley’s conversion was far more epoch-making than Napoleon’s conquests.

Pentecost reversed the babble of Babel, and, captured the language of the world of Christ.

God came down to the tower of Babel (Babylon), but did not stay and scattered the people to all the world. 
God came down to the temple of Jerusalem (dwelling of peace) but did stay and drew the people from all over that world to finish what He began in Christ before the foundation of world began.

Let there be another fresh Pentecost!
