6 20 2018      CHRIST THE SPIRITUAL LEADER AND BELIEVERS
When Jesus came into our lives He became our spiritual leader. He leads us through the person of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit knows the mind and will of the Father. 

Jesus said, “I will pray to the Father and He will send to you another Helper.” 

Jesus began both to do and teach and we are an extension of Him. 

The book of Acts is the acts of the Holy Spirit at work in, for, and through the believer.

1. Jesus Christ the king called disciples

          The Holy Spirit is now calling them to Jesus Christ
2. Jesus Christ empowered the disciples to do the works of ministry

          The Holy Spirit is now empowering disciples to do the works of     Jesus Christ.

3. Jesus Christ the king sent the disciples out to a place of ministry

The Holy Spirit is now sending disciples out to a place of ministry

4. Jesus Christ gave them the “Great Commission”
The Holy Spirit was poured out on them to fulfill the “Great Commission.”

5. Jesus Christ the king baptized the disciple with the Holy Spirit 
The Holy Spirit is fulfilling the “Great Commission” through the disciples of Christ.

TEXT: St. Matt. 28:18-20 NKJV

Statement made by Jesus Christ:

“Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men.”

“I am the way the truth and the life”

“When He is come He will lead you and guide you into all truth”

“But you shall receive power after the Holy Spirit has come upon you”

“You shall be witnesses unto Me”

“I will never leave you nor forsake you”

“I am with you always”

Acts 1: 1-26 NKJV

THEMES OF THE BOOK OF ACTS: 

Acts tells of the witness of the early church to the truth of the Gospel beginning in Acts 1:8

“But You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

1 The witness is worldwide- Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, ends of the earth. Acts 1:8
2. The witness includes all kinds of people.                                         Acts 2-5; 10:1-11:18; 14:8-18; 16:11-15, 25-34; 17:22-31

3. God guides the churches witness.                                                      Acts 4:5-22; 23:12-22; 24:1-23; 27:21-26

4. Faithful witnesses must be prepared to suffer and even die because of their testimony to Christ.                                                     Acts 5:41-42; 7:54-60
5. The Holy Spirit empowers the witness.                                             Acts 1:8; 2:1-13; 8:17; 13:2-12; 19:6

6. Effective witness demands unity in the church.                              Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37; 5:12-14

7. Jesus’ resurrection is a key part of the witness.                             Acts 1:22; 2:22-36; 17: 30-31

8. Acceptance of the message depends both on human response and on God’s sovereign will. Acts 2:47; 11:18; 13:48

9. The witness to the gospel calls for a response. Acts 26:27-29

It requires repenting of sin in the name of Jesus Christ. This brings forgiveness of sins and new birth. Acts 2:38.

10. Witnesses must always maintain integrity before the world.     Acts 18:12-15; 23:29; 25:18; 26:31-32

11. Christian witnesses continue the ministry that Jesus Christ began. Acts 1:1

12. Faithful witnessing can bring great results.                                    Acts 4:4; 13:48-49; 17:4; 28:30-31

WITNESSING THROUGHOUT ACTS

1. Preparation for witness Acts 1:1-2:13
2. The witness in Jerusalem Acts 2:14-5:42
3. The witness beyond Jerusalem Acts 6:1-12:25
4. The witness in Cyprus and Southern Galatia Acts 13:1-14:28

5. The Jerusalem council Acts 15:1-35

6. The witness in Greece Acts 15:36-18:22

     7.The witness in Ephesus Acts 18:23-21:16

8. The arrest in Jerusalem Acts 21:17-23:35

9.The witness in Caesarea Acts 24:1-26:32
    10. The witness in Rome Acts 27:1-28:31

All the witnessing and activity of the early church was under the leadership of Jesus Christ and administrated by the Holy Spirit.

What was a pattern set by the early church, was to continue until the return of Jesus Christ, who will put the Amen on the book of Acts, the completion of the ministry of the church and fulfillment of God’s plan for His bride for His Son, and fill up His family.
APOSTLES: Witness and ministry

Andrew (manliness) preached in Jerusalem 
Bartholomew (not a name but a patronymic) also identified as Nathanael (gift of God) 
James (supplanter) son of Zebedee served 17 years

James (supplanter) son of Alphaeus had been a tax-gatherer

John (Jehovah has been gracious) the apostle of love
Judas (praise of the Lord) surnamed Iscariot (traitor) replaced by Matthias (gift of God) martyred in Ethiopia   
Lebbaeus, or Lebbeus, and Jude (man of heart) surnamed Thaddaeus (man who praised)

Matthew (gift of Jehovah) also called Levi (joined) wrote gospel of the “king and His kingdom.”

Philip (warrior or lover of horses) slow to apprehend truth

Simon (hearing) called Peter (rock or stone) leadership of the church

Simon (hearing) the Canaanite “zealous of spiritual gifts”

Thomas (twin) called Didymus (the twin) how stirring was his confession of faith once convinced of the Resurrection.

