6 23 2018      FROM RELIGION TO RELATIONSHIP, WORSHIP HIM!

The worship of our Lord and Savior is the greater part of our relationship with our Eternal Creator, who planned for us, and our eternal relationship and fellowship in His presence.

TEXT: St. John 3:22-4:26 (19-24) NKJV 

Note: 4:4 “But He needed to go through Samaria”   

Three questions were asked of a Christian by the Lord. 
ONE: What would you do if you had just heard the gates of heaven click behind your heels, and you knew you were through with the devil forever?

RESPONSE:

You know I hate him! I had spent months in a hospital as a patient, and I had followed behind casket after casket of family members who were being buried. I continued,

“I would shout GLORY!”

He said, “Shout it!

And I did!

I told Him that I would cry, “Hallelujah!

He said, “Do it!” 

And I did!   
TWO: What would you do if you looked up and saw Jesus for the first time?
RESPONSE:

I said that I would bow at His feet, kiss His nail scarred hands and wash His feet with my tears.

He said, “Do it!”

I meditated on the efficacious, vicarious, substitutionary and mediatorial work of Calvary, and suddenly I experienced a fresh glimpse of the Lamb of God. I began to bow before the Lamb who was slain, but He asked me to, “look into His face.” 

THREE: When you see Me face to face, He asked, what will you tell me?
RESPONSE:

When I heard those words, it was like a dam within my soul broke, allowing torrents of praise to flood my lips.

I told Him how wonderful he was.

I recited the attributes of God I had learned in Bible college.

I thanked Him for His omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence. 
I declared Him to be immutable, immaculate, emancipated, incarnate and divine.
When I finished, he asked me if these were the only adjectives I had for Him?
With a sense of awe, I responded simply, “You are wonderful!”

A picture came to my mind, and I saw the face of Jesus before me as if it were framed. Then the frame faded. As I looked into His face, I told Him how much I loved Him. I had never done this in my life. I 
told Him how precious He was to me. I went on and on, trying to express my love for Him with my limited vocabulary.

When I was answering His three questions, it seemed as if just a few moments had passed. But it had actually been an hour and a half since I first knelt there.
For the first time in my life I had been in the presence of God in such a way that I had lost all consciousness of time.

I had begun to experience true worship- my heart responding to the love of God and expressing adoration and love to Him.

All my years of Bible training, study and ministry had not evoked the response of worship from my heart that a few moments of divine revelation in His presence had.

If this is worship what have I been doing all these years? 

Response: You’ve been having religious services 

WHY? 

The Holy Spirit

The word of God

Revelation to worship

WORSHIP IS A MATTER OF THE HEART

 Worship Defined:
Webster says: showing honor or reverence to a divine being or supernatural power; to regard with great, even extravagant respect, honor or devotion; to take part in an act of worship.

The Old English spelling of the word worship is “worthship,” which amply conveys the idea that the one to whom we show honor has worth.

Worship is not an arrogant demand of God toward His creatures; it is rather the natural response from grateful hearts that comprehend the infinite “worship of God.” 

In a culture today where such disrespect for government, leaders, clergy, laws, parental authority, and even for life itself, that we may find it difficult to understand the significance of the terms “honor” and “devotion,” even on a human level.

Word Concerning the Last Days:

II Tim. 3:2-5 NKJV
2. “For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

3. unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good.

4. traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.

5. having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away.”
Note: Worship of God is not part of the wickedness in the heart of these people Paul describes.

Reverence for God begins to displace worldly attitudes and to deter us from ungodly pursuits. Our proud hearts are humbled, and we experience true gratitude for God’s goodness to us, which is so underserved. Then we respond to His goodness in worship.
Biblical Pattern for Worship:
The biblical pattern of worship is based on the surrender of the heart to the lordship of Christ. Without the heart reality of obedience and submission to the Word of God, we will never experience true worship in spirit and truth.

Participation in the sacraments as well as in charismatic expressions of worship must reflect a heart that is bowed in gratitude and love for God, that we might become true expressions of worship.

St. John 4:24-25 GWT

“God is a spirit. Those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.

The woman said to him, I know that the Messiah is coming. When He comes, He will tell us everything.” (Messiah is the one called Christ.)
BLESSING: Yielding to the Spirit of God by continually surrendering areas of our life to the lordship of Christ helps us to experience worship in spirit and truth.

PREREQUISITE OR REQUIREMENT:

1. A Surrendered Heart
Prov. 3:6

“In all your ways acknowledge Him and he shall direct (make smooth or straight) your paths.”

Gen. 22:5

“And Abraham said to the young men, stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you.”
This is the fundamental essence of worship and is realized through total surrender of the worshiper to the One worshiped.

Only when we choose to acknowledge God in all our ways and give Him control of our lives and destinies can we become true worshipers.

The spiritual order of Jesus Christ in my life is that I take what God has given me and give it back to Him; that is the essence of worship. 

2. An Available Heart

St. John 4:23 NKJV

“But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.” 
Ps. 89:15-16 NKJV
15. “Blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! They walk, O LORD, in the light of your countenance.

16. In Your name they rejoice all day long,                                                             And in Your righteousness, they are exalted.”
A. A worshiping heart understands that the time for worship is always the present.

B. Worship cannot be postponed to a more convenient time, a time when life has become easier again.
C. It does not matter we have worshiped in the past, even if it was just yesterday.

D. Worshipers cannot be satisfied with worship in the past, neither can they wait for the day when they will worship around the throne of God.

Worship is always the presence tense!
3. A Learning Heart

St John 4:23 NKJV
“But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the father is seeking such to worship Him.” 

Just as in human relationships we learn to express our love to one another, so in worship we must learn to express our love to God.    

Learning to be available to Christ brings new dimensions of worship and revelation of God.

Worship is not a special gifting given to a select group of people, nor is it a talent with which we are born. 

Worship is the art of learning to express our love for God.

Responding positively in difficult circumstances by choosing to worship rather than fretting over our condition will cause us to grow as worshipers.

God delights in His children who desire to be worshipers.

Nothing pleased God more than the quality of life displayed by a worshiper.

4. A Repentant Heart

St Luke 7:36-50 (36-39)
36. “Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 

37. And behold a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil.

38. and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil.

39. Now when the Pharisees who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, this man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.” 

Jesus answers the Pharisee Verses 40-50

Brokenness over our sin characterizes a worshiping heart.

Mary’s tears were an outward expression of a heart that was deeply stirred before her Lord.

Her tears and her kisses were a sincere expression of her penitent heart.

5. An Expressive heart

II Sam. 6:16-23

One of the Greek words for worship is proskuneo meaning, to kiss the hand toward; to do reverence or homage by kissing the hand; to bow one’s self in adoration.

King David’s expressiveness when he escorted the ark of the covenant to Zion embarrassed his wife Michal. 
He danced in the streets in a linen ephod like a common man.

Michal had dispraised David because he laid aside his kingdom robes, and she accused him of being a shameful man before the people.

Because of her criticism of David, a true worshiper, she was stricken with barrenness all the rest of the days of her life.

WARNING: We need to be very cautious about leveling criticism at God’s people who are learning to worship.

While their expression may be distasteful to us, God is looking at their hearts and accepting them on the basis of the sincerity of their hearts.

Remember, you can only worship God as high as you know Him.

6. A Mature Heart

Rev. 5:8-9

8. “Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the  twenty-four elders, fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.

9.  And they sang a new song saying:
You are worthy to take the scroll,

And to open the scroll. And to open its seals:

For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God 

By Your blood out of every tribe and nation.”

We never outgrow our need for worship. 
As we grow in our relationship with God, we will grow in our desire and our ability to worship. 

BLESSING: Spiritual maturity does not exempt one from being a worshiper; enables one to worship more perfectly and to teach others to worship.

BLESSING: We were made to worship!

BLESSING: God created us with a longing to be rightly related to Him in a loving relationship that evokes worship.

CONCLUSION:

Without cultivating a worshiping heart:

1. That is cleansed from sin
2. Surrendered to God
3. Filled with adoration for our Lord
We will never know the fulfillment God intended for us to know! 

Worship brings us into our destiny and deeper relationship with the Lord and opens our heart to the purpose for which we were created.
AMEN AND PRAISE THE LORD!

