7 4 2018                       The Freedom of a Nation

One nation under God!

This was the political as well as the spiritual legacy of the Great awakening. All of America had now in some measure experienced the scriptural truth that in Christ, all men and women are brothers and sisters. 

The same things were true wherever God’s kingdom began to be established on earth. As the equality of believers was emphasized more than ever in American churches, it was only natural that it would extend into civil government as well. Here, then, was the seed of the democratic principle that would be embodied in the Constitution of the United States: all men were created equally entitled to vote; in the sight of God, a farmer was as good as King George. For God was no respecter of persons: His laws applied equally to all.  

“Under God is the key”

Democracy would be subsequently tried in many places through the next three centuries, but only in nations where the One true God was worshipped would it succeed. 

Any experiment with democracy without the unifying hand of God Almighty inevitably degenerates into chaos and anarchy.

“The Brotherhood of Man” which was tried to make sinful men brothers without the fatherhood of God is one of the most destructive lies of Satan. Tried by France a decade after the American Revolution became a blood bath and ended within a generation, and France was back under the yoke of tyranny, bowing to Emperor Napoleon. 

But these same ideals, once given by God, must be preserved and protected, and defended with one’s lifeblood if necessary.

The first Christian settlers who came to America had known that they were separated unto God, that He had called them out for a special purpose.

They paid lip service to England while considering themselves true citizens of America.

The reason for this independence was that they understood that their ultimate dependence was on God, not on England.

They learned through their first year with only scant provision and possessions, learned that God would see them through anything.

PRINCIPLE:
let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore, he who resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.

Informed of this and other things sighted, king George the II demanded the return of the charter, decreeing in 1683 that Massachusetts, “make full submission and entire resignation of their charter to his pleasure.”

 Then came King George the III.

Here was a monarch whose ego demanded total submission to the throne. For a long period of time he had been waiting for the opportunity to deal with the independent spirit of America.
As George the III and his ministers relentlessly increased the pressure that was calculated to bring the colonists to their knees, the rhetoric from American pulpits had also increased.

In 1767 Josiah Quincy’s sermon was printed in the Boston Gazette

“In defense of our civil and religious rights, with the God of armies on our side, we fear not the hour of trial; though the hosts of our enemies should cover the field like locusts, yet the sword of the Lord and Gideon shall prevail.”
In 1768 it was the Boston Gazette’s turn: “if an army should be sent to reduce us to slavery, we will put our lives in our hands and cry to the Judge of all the earth…behold-how they come to cast us out of this possession which Thou hast given us to inherit. Help us, Lord, our God, for we rest on Thee, and in Thy Name we go against this multitude.”

Governor Jonathon Trumbull of Connecticut, had spoken out in defense of freedom: “It is hard to break connection with our mother country, but when she strives to enslave us, the strictest union must be dissolved…. “The Lord reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitudes of Isles be glad thereof- the accomplishments of such noble prophecies is at hand.”

They bore fruit:

More and more articles and pamphlets were produced. The war of independence was becoming inevitable, and millions were arming in anticipation.

 Yet if it was God’s will for America to break forcibly from her mother country, there should be ample evidence of His hand in it-not only supporting her endeavors but miraculously intervening on her behalf as dramatically and conclusively as He had in the Old Testament. For the Bible teaches that God honors obedience with His blessing and does not honor disobedience. 
It became evident: America found favor

April 19, Sergeant Munroe and his comrades heard the hoofbeats of Paul Revere’s horse, and his words “the regulars are coming out,” he yelled at Clark’s house.
Nearly all the Crown-appointed governors however remained loyal to their king, and one had written to the Board of Trade in England: “If you ask an American, who is his master? He will tell you he has none, nor any governor but Jesus Christ.” Which may have given rise to the cry that was soon passed up and down the length of America by the Committees of Correspondence: “No king but king Jesus.”
Five Men and Callings:
Columbus

Bradford

Winthrop

Whitefield

Washington

In the lives of these men, the measuring rods of their ability to carry out their divine callings had been;

1. Trust in the God of the Bible

2. Sacrifice

3. Selflessness

Washington called “Father of His country” 

Washington mentioned the providential activity of God in history 270 times. (Not a deist)

Washington wrote:

“May the same wonder-working Deity…whose Providential agency has lately been conspicuous in stabling these United States as an independent nation, still continue to water them [the Jews] with the dew of Heaven and to make the inhabitants of every denomination participate in the temporal and spiritual blessings of that people whose God is Jehovah.”
It was said of Washington

“The Great Spirit protects that man, and guides his destinies, he will become the chief of nations, and a people yet unborn will hail him as the founder of a mighty empire.”

TODAY: (Ps. 33:12)
“Blessed is the Nation whose God is the Lord!
The people He has chosen as His own inheritance.”

Quote: 

“It is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and favor.” (George Washington)
CONCLUSION:
Reflection

Revival

Restoration

Resolution

Reconciliation

