7-22- 2018     LEGALISM OR LICENSE?

The child of God is secure in their salvation. The word of God is clear when it comes to eternal security. 

When a person is “born again” or “regenerated” or “saved” the Holy Spirit is the person who makes this miraculous change. Not born only into this natural life, but born also into a spiritual life from above, Jesus spoke of it in St. John 3:1-21.
BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH

Eph. 2:1-10 NKJV

 TEXT: Eph. 2:8-9
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.

Not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 

BACKGROUND:

Eph. 1:3-14 (J.B. Phillips)

Praise to God for giving us every possible spiritual benefit in Christ! For consider what He has done-before the foundation of the world He chose us to become, in Christ, His holy and blameless children living within His constant care. 

He planned, in His purpose of love, that we should be adopted as His own children through Jesus Christ-that we might learn to praise that glorious generosity of His which has made us welcome to the everlasting love He bears towards the Son.

It is through the Son, at the cost of His own blood, that we are redeemed, freely forgiven through that full and generous grace which 
has overflowed into our lives and opened our eyes to the truth. For God has allowed us to know the secret of His plan, and it is this:

His purpose in His sovereign will that all human history shall be consummated in Christ, that everything that exists in heaven or earth shall find its perfection and fulfillment in Him.

And here is the staggering thing-that in all which will one day belong to Him we have been promised a share (since we were long ago destined for this by the One who achieves His purposes by His sovereign will), so that we, as the first to put our confidence in Christ, my bring praise to His glory! 

And you too trusted Him, when you had heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. And after you gave your confidence to Him you were, so to speak, stamped with the promised Holy Spirit as a  guarantee of purchase, until the day when God completes the redemption of what He has paid for as His own; and that again will be to the praise of His glory.

Salvation is completely by FAITH IN CHRIST, who He is, and what He did, in the finished work of Calvary.
The church manifests at least two philosophies we are confronted with in serving God. 
What will it be? 

Legalism or License: 

FIRST: Legalism

Def. Legalism in theology is, 

1. Strict, often too strict and literal, adherence to law.

A. The Mosaic Law

B. The doctrine of salvation by good works rather than free grace.  

2. In theology, the doctrine of salvation by good works.

Legalist,
One who practices legalism.
One who is skilled in law.
Legalistic,

One characterized by legalism.
Pro’s and Con’s

No substitute for the reading and studying of God’s word.

Heb. 4:12 NKJV
“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” 

God’s whose word is wonderful!

God, what His word is. Living, powerful, a sharp sword!

God, what His word does. Pierces, divides asunder!

God, what His word knows. The thoughts and intent of the heart!

God, whose eye sees al! 

God’s word brings:

1. Inspiration
2. Illumination

3. Revelation
4. Impartation

5. Manifestation

6. Realization

Phil. 2:1-13 (12-13)

“Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;

For it is God who works in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.”

J.B. Phillips:

12. “So then, my dearest friends, as you have always followed my advice-not only when I am present to give it-so now that I am far away be keener than ever to work out the salvation that God has given you with a proper sense of awe and responsibility. 

13. For it is God who is at work within you, giving you the will and the power to achieve His purpose.”  

God graces you and me to accomplish His will!

SECOND: License

Def. license (unabridged)
1. A formal permission to do something; especially, authorization by law to do some specified thing; as, license to marry, practice medicine, hunt, etc.

2. A document indicating that such permission has been granted.

3. (a) Freedom to deviate from strict conduct, rule, or practice, generally permitted by common consent; as poetic license. (b) an instance of such deviation.

4. Excessive, undisciplined freedom, constituting an abuse of liberty. 

Practiced by people of all backgrounds regardless of religion, education, wealth, or the lack thereof. The human nature prefers this life.  

A. Often leads to licentious behavior

Def. licentious; wanton, unrestrained, using license.

1. Disregarding accepted rules and standards; indulging freedom to access; unrestrained by law; loose. [Rare]

2. Morally unrestrained; wanton; lascivious.

Licentiousness; a licentious state or quality.  

 Gal. 5:16-26(16-18)
16. “I say then, walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.
17. For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.

18. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.” 

J. B. Phillips
Gal. 5:16-17

“here is my advice. Live your whole life in the Spirit and you will not satisfy the desires of your lower nature. For the whole energy of the lower nature is set against the Spirit, while the whole power of the Spirit is contrary to the lower nature. Here is the conflict, and that is why you are not free to do what you want to do. But if you follow the leading of the Spirit, you stand clear of the Law.”
II Cor. 7:1 NKJV

Therefore, having these promises beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”

J. B. Phillips

II Cor. 7:1

“With these promises ringing in our ears, dear friends, let us keep clear of that smirches body or soul. Let us prove our reverence for God by consecrating to Him completely.”

This Scripture was taken out of context.

Let me read it in context:

CONCLUSION: BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH!
II Cor. 6:11-7:1 NKJV 

Let us walk in the liberty God has graced us with, and consecrate completely, to assure the power of the Holy Spirit to supply the power for complete victory over all opposition.

Wherever the Gospel goes, it produces Christian character, and develops it, as it has done in your own case from the time you first heard and realized the amazing facts of God’s grace.
You, thank God, belong to those who believe the truth!

He has chosen you from the beginning to save you, make you holy by the work of the Holy Spirit and your own belief in the truth. It was His call that you follow when you heard the Gospel preached to you, 
and He has set before you the prospect of sharing the glory of our Lord, Jesus Christ. So, stand firm, and hold on! Be loyal to the teachings passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or in writing.

May the Lord Jesus Christ and God out father (Who has loved us and given us unending encouragement and unfailing hope by His grace) inspire you with courage and confidence in every good thing you say and do.   

PRAYER:

