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A General Perspective:

The Lord has flooded the church with gifts. Here are some of the gifts given to the church.
1. Gifts of Grace                    
 Ro. 12:6-8     “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith;

Or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching;

He who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.”
NOTES: 
Paul lists what can be referred to the “gifts of grace.” (charismata)

They are inward desires as well as enablement or abilities (Phil. 2:13)

These gifts are given to the believer in order to build up the people of God in the local church and express God’s love to others. 
(I Cor. 12:1; 14:12, 26; I Pet. 4:10)

Every believer has at least one such gift. (I Cor. 12:11)

However, one such gift does not exclude the exercise of any other gifts as need may arise. 

These seven gifts should be considered as representative of God’s giftings rather then exhaustive. 
(I Cor. 12-14) 

2. Spiritual Gifts and Unity in Diversity
Paul deals with the gifts of the Holy Spirit given to the body of Christ the church. These gifts were an indispensable part of the early church’s life and ministry. God intends that these gifts continue in operation until the return of Jesus Christ.
 (I Cor. 1:7)

(I Cor. 12:1-14: 40)

3.  Purpose of the Gifts

The Holy Spirit is manifested through a variety of spiritual gifts given to believers.

These manifestations of the gifts are intended for the upbuilding and sanctification of the church.                     (I Cor. 12:7)

They are not the same as the gifts mentioned in Ro. 12: 6-8 and Eph. 4:11, whereby a believer receives the power and ability to minister in a more permanent manner in the church.

The list in I Cor. Is not necessarily exhaustive and the gifts may occur in various combinations.

1. The manifestations of the Spirit are given according to the will of the Spirit (I Cor. 12:11), when need arises and according to the earnest desire of the believer. (I Cor. 12:31; 14:1)
2. Some gifts may be manifested through an individual believer on a regular basis, and a believer may have more than one gift to minister to a particular need. The believer ought to desire “Gifts”, not just one gift.                           (I Cor. 12:31; 14:1)
3. It is unspiritual and unwise to assume that because someone exercises a spectacular gift, that person is more spiritual one who has less spectacular gifts.  Furthermore, possessing a gift does not mean that God approves of all a person does or teaches.  Spiritual gifts must not be confused with the fruit of the Spirit that relates more directly to Christian character and sanctification. (Gal. 5:22-23) 
4. The Spirit’s manifestation through gifts may be counterfeit by Satan or false workers disguising themselves as servants of Christ. (Matt. 7:21-23; 24:11, 24; II Cor. 11:13-15; II Thess. 2:8-10) 
5. The believer must not believe every spiritual manifestation, but ought to                                                  “try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.”  (I John 4:1; I Thess. 5:20-21)
