7 24 2018              Encouraged to Do Right!

Paul writing to Timothy gives to him some personal encouragement and then give him instruction to encourage the church to live a life of Faith, Love, Holiness and Self-control. 

TEXT: I Tim. 1:18-2:15
FIRST: Encouragement to Timothy

I Tim. 1:18-20 NKJV

“This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare. 

Having faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck,

Of whom Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme.”

NOTES: 

1. According to The Prophecies 

A. Evidently prophecies had been made and given regarding the will of God for Timothy’s life.

B. Paul exhorts Timothy to remain faithful to that revealed will of God for his life.

C. As pastor and overseer of the church, he must remain loyal to the true apostolic faith and wage warfare against the false doctrines that were creeping into the church. (I Tim. 1:3-11)
2. Concerning Faith Have Made Shipwreck

Paul warns Timothy several times of the terrible possibility of apostasy.

I Tim. 4:1 GWT
“The Spirit says clearly that in later times some believers will desert the Christian faith.”
I Tim. 5:11-15 (12)
“They condemn themselves by rejecting the Christian faith, the faith they first accepted.”

A. No longer perseverance in good works

B. No longer consistent in prayer 

I Tim. 6:9-10

“But people who want to get rich keep falling into temptation. They are trapped by many stupid and harmful desires which drown them in destruction and ruin. 

Certainly, the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. Some people who have set their hearts on getting rich have wandered away from the Christian faith and have caused themselves a lot of grief.” 
3. Only Two Ways of Life

A. Two words, God and the devil (Ge.3:1-4)
B. Two ways to walk, in light or darkness (St. Jn. 8:12)
C. Two ways of religion, man’s fallible word of darkness/sand, and God’s infallible Word of Light/Rock. (ST. Mat. 7: 1-29)  

4. Choose God’s Word

A. Live and not die
B. Blessed and not cursed
C. Secure and not fear
D. Prosper and not poverty
E. Health and not death
F. Answered prayer and not forsaken
 CONCLUSION:
I Tim. 4:12-16 NKJV
“let no one despise (look down on your youthfulness) your youth, but be an example to the believers, in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

Till I come, give attention to reading, exhortation, to doctrine (teaching).

Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of hands of the eldership.

Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all.

Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.”  

ENCOURAGEMENT:

Paul leaves Timothy with his own testimony to encourage him.

I Tim. 1:12-17 (J.B. Phillips) Paul’s debt to Christ

I am deeply grateful to Jesus Christ (to whom I owe all that I have accomplished) for trusting me enough to appoint me His minister, despite the fact, that I had previously blasphemed His name, persecuted His church, and damaged His cause.  I believe He was merciful to me because what I did was done in the ignorance of a man without faith, and then he poured out His grace upon me, giving me tremendous faith in, and love for, Himself. This statement is completely reliable and should be universally accepted—Christ Jesus entered the world to rescue sinners. I realize that I was the worst of them all, and that because of the very fact God was particularly merciful to all who in the future should trust Him for eternal life.

So, to the king of all the Ages, the Immortal, Invisible, and only wise God, be honor and glory for ever and ever!
FINAL WORD:

O Timothy, guard most carefully your divine commission. Avoid the godless mixture of contradictory notions which is falsely known as “knowledge”—some have followed it and lost their faith,

Grace be with you. PAUL

1. Remain sensitive to the Spirit’s operation and gifts (V 14)
2. Continue in sound doctrine (Vv. 13, 15-16)

3. Guard the Word entrusted to you (I Tim. 6:20; II Tim. 1:13-14)
Amen and praise the Lord!

PRAYER:  

