Sept. 2 2018    WHO DO YOU WANT TO CORRECT YOU!
The body of Christ has gone through times of correction. In the Scriptures we see where men were corrected by the Lord, apostles corrected by apostles. All this was according to the Word of God.

God corrected Adam, Cain, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Saul, David, etc.

God corrected prophets

God corrected Satan

Jesus corrected Satan

Jesus corrected Peter

Paul corrected Peter

Churches corrected churches

God corrects the church through the Scriptures inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus Corrected the Seven Churches in Asia:
Ephesus: The lifeless-loveless church (Rev. 2:1-7)
Smyrna: The spiritually-persecuted church (Rev. 2:8-11)
Pergamos: The over-tolerant-compromising church (Rev. 2:12-17)
Thyatira: The corrupt-compromising church (Rev. 2: 18-29)
Sardis: The dead-sleeping church (Rev. 3:1-6)
Philadelphia: The faithful-opportunity church (Rev. 3:7-13)
Laodicea: The lukewarm-complacent church (Rev. 3:14-22)
The Word of God brings correction: 

Examples:

II Tim. 3:16

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching the faith and correcting error, for re-setting the direction of a man’s life and training him in good living. The Scriptures are the comprehensive equipment of a man of God and fit him fully for all branches of his work.
Heb. 12:3-11; Prov. 3:11-12 NKJV
“My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor detest His correction:                                                                                                                                     For whom the LORD loves He corrects.                                                                  Just as a father the son in whom he delights.”

CORRECTION:

The Council at Jerusalem: Acts chapter 15
This was a meeting among leaders to correct error over keeping Jewish laws along with Christ’s finished work of salvation.
Group: ONE
Judaizers (some Jewish Christians)

Position:
Gentiles must become Jewish first to be eligible for salvation.

Reasons:

A. They were devout, practicing Jews who found it difficult to set aside a tradition of gaining merit with God by keeping the law.

B. They thought grace was too easy for the gentiles.
C. They were afraid of seeming too non-Jewish in their new faith-which could lead to death.

D. The demands on the Gentiles were a way of maintaining control and authority in the movement.

Group: TWO
Gentile Christians

Position: 
Faith in Christ as Savior is the only requirement for salvation.

Reasons: 
A. To submit to Jewish demands would be to doubt what God had already done for them by faith alone.

B. They resisted exchanging a system of Jewish rituals for their pagan rituals-neither of which had power to save.

C. They sought to obey Christ by baptism (rather than by circumcision) as a sign of their new faith.
Group: THREE

Peter and James

Position: 

Faith is the only requirement, but there must be evidence of change by rejecting parts of the old life-style. 

Reason:

A. Tried to distinguish between what was still true from God’s Word and what was just human tradition.
B. Had Christ’s command to preach to all the world.

C. Wanted to perverse unity.

D. Saw that Christianity could never survive as just a sect within Judaism.
Continued outline:

1. The opposition from reactionaries Acts 15:1-5 

2. Peter declares God is doing something new Acts 15:6-12

Note: Reference to Cornelius’ house where God seeing saving faith,

A. Cleansed their hearts with regeneration

B. Baptizing them in the Holy Spirit 

C. Accompanying sign of speaking in tongues (Acts 10)
D. This was a work of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4; 10:44-45)

Matt. 12:22-37

Jesus verses Satan vs.22-27

Kingdom power overcomes Satan vs.28-37 

Question: Who can commit blasphemy against the Holy Spirit?

He who rejects and opposes the voice of the Spirit removes himself from the only force that can lead him to forgiveness.

The process leading to blasphemy against the Spirit removes himself from the only force that can lead him to forgiveness.

The process leading to blasphemy against the Spirit is as follows:

A. Grieving the Spirit (Eph. 4:30)

B. Resisting the Spirit leads to quenching the Spirit (I Thess. 5:19)

C. Hardening of heart leading to a depraved mind

D. Labeling good as evil and evil as good (Isa. 5:20; Ro. 1:28)    
Matt. 12:32 
“And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Spirit, the Holy One, will not be forgiven, either in this world and age or in the world and age to come.” (J.B. Phillips)

Matt. 12:36 
“But I tell you, on the day of judgment men will have to give account for every idle (inoperative, nonworking) word they speak.” (Amp)
Inoperative, nonworking, careless, worthless, because they are not true but false.

3. James expresses the feeling of the meeting Acts 15:13-21

4. The church message: to the Gentiles believers Acts 15:22-29

5. The message is received with delight Acts 15:30-35

Summary: The Counsel at Jerusalem
Those who are well taught have need to stand upon their guard that they not become untaught again, and having known liberty in Christ Jesus should again be brought into bondage to law which cannot save.
 In a multitude of counsellors there is safety and satisfaction if the counsellors are men whom God has approved and who are instructed in His Word. 
When serious differences in understanding and regard to God’s Word arise, let men of God come together in solemn meeting for prayer and mutual advice.

CONCLUSION:

Acts 15:14 NKJV

“Simon (Peter) has declared how God at the first visited the Gentiles to take out of them a people for His name.”

Note: This is one of the most important passage in the New Testament, stating Christ’s program for the church in the church age. It is not the conversion of the world through the different agencies of reform, but the taking out of the world of an elect people who shall make up the Body of Christ. The Gospel everywhere calls out some, but it never, in any place, has been known to convert all, and nothing of this order is to be expected in this age. 

The work of church is soul winning!   

The Word of God is to bring all correction!
