                WHO DO YOU WANT TO CORRECT YOU? (part two)
The Scriptures teach us that the Lord chastises us and under the authority of Jesus Christ, men are raised up to accomplish God’s will for the body of Christ to become mature and complete in Him. 

Eph. 4: 1-6 walk in Unity
“Keep the Unity of the Spirit”

Spiritual unity is maintained by being loyal to the truth and by walking after the Spirit. (Eph. 4:1-3, 14-15; Gal. 5:22-26)

It cannot be obtained by the flesh. (Gal. 3:3)
Eph. 4:7-14 Gifts and their Purpose in the Body of Christ
The Giver: Christ Himself is the giver of these gifts. 

A. Equipping God’s people for works of service

B. Spiritual growth and development of the body of Christ

“The Unity of the faith”
The Unity of the faith is maintained and perfected by:

A. Accepting only the faith and message of the N. T. apostles, prophets, evangelists, and pastor and teachers.

B. Growing in grace, advancing toward spiritual maturity, and growing up in all aspects into Christ.

C. Being filled with all the fulness of Christ and God.

D. No longer children who accept every wind of doctrine but who instead have a knowledge of the truth by which to reject false teachers.

E. Holding and speaking the revealed truth of Scripture in love.

F. Walking in righteousness and true holiness. 

Paul writing to Titus a young pastor, faces the unenviable assignment of setting in order the church at Crete. 

1. Paul writes advising him to appoint elders, men of proven spiritual character in their homes and businesses, to oversee the work of the church. 

2. But elders are not the only individuals in the church who are required to excel spiritually. Men and women, young and old, each have their vital functions to fulfill in the church if they are to be living examples of the doctrine they profess. 

3. Paul in this letter stresses the necessary, practical working out of salvation in the daily lives of both the elders and the congregation. 

4. Good works are desirable and profitable for all believers. 
Paul had taught Titus by example. 

Titus 1:1-4 Greeting

Note: Those who say they have proclaimed the true gospel must be ready to have their message judged by whether it produces godliness in the lives of those who accept it.

Sound doctrine is to lead people to adherence of a life of godliness.

Titus 1:5-9 Qualified Elders
Note: The elders ministry is valid only, as long as, it holds fast to the faithful word in accordance with the teaching, the ministry, and the writings of the New Testament. (I Tim. 6:3; Heb. 1:9)
Titus 1:10-16 The Task of the Elders

Note: Elders have the task of overseeing the church as a steward of God’s house.

Some teachers were obsessed with the distinction between pure and impure food, teaching that proper observance in these things was the essence of true righteousness.

They ignored true moral character, inward purity, and outward righteousness.

Paul emphasizes that if a person’s moral condition is pure, then distinction between unclean and clean foods has no moral meaning for him.

Paul is not referring to things or actions that are morally wrong, but only to ceremonial purity.
Titus 2: 1-10 Qualities of a Sound Church
Note: Walking in the purity and love developed in them through godly elders and the doctrines of the Lord Jesus and the apostles handed down to the elders. 
1. Elders are faithful to Christ who made them overseers of the body.

2. Teach only such truths as emphasized by God’s word.
3. Be respectful to all ages concerning their spiritual needs.  

4. Let the church be connected to the foundational truths of God’s word.
A. The grace of God in the Lord Jesus Christ.

B. The sanctified life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C. The blessed hope of His return.
