9 30 2018       THE CHASTENING OF THE LORD (part 3)
Hebrews 12:1-11

The discipline of the Lord is to guide us from our enemies

1. The spirit of the age

2. The works of the flesh

3. The devils (demons and evil spirits)

The word of God in our lives is only effective when it is not mixed with flesh, compromise and deadly doctrines.

The church has been under attack by Satan from the time it was born until the Lord Jesus comes back and takes her home.

Satan wants to destroy her because he can’t have her! 

The church is God’s Son’s bride! (the family of God!)

While difficult challenges have arisen from outside the church, the most dangerous have always been from within. 

From within arise the false teachers, the peddlers of error who masquerade as teachers of truth. False teachers take on many forms, custom-crafted to times, cultures, and contexts. 

Six of them you will find carrying out their deceptive, destructive work in the church today. Both men and women fit in this mode.
BRIEF DISCRIPTION:

First: The Heretic

The most prominent and perhaps the most dangerous of the false teachers. 

II Pet. 2:1

“But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction”

Note: The Heretic is a person who teaches what blatantly contradicts an essential teaching pertaining to Scriptures and the Christian faith.

 He is usually a popular figure, a natural leader teaching just enough truth to mask his deadly error. Yet in denying the faith and celebrating what is false, he leads his followers from the safety of orthodoxy to the peril of heresy.

WARNING: From the church’s earliest days, she has been afflicted by the Heretic in various forms. He continues today, sometimes by contradicting the truth and sometimes by adding to it. (Jude 1:3)
Second: The Charlatan

A person who uses Christianity as a means of personal enrichment.

I Tim. 6:1-10 (3-6)
“If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness,
He is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions,

Useless wranglings of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From such withdraw yourself. 

Now godliness with contentment is great gain”

WARNING: The danger of false doctrine and the love of money.  

The Charlatan is only interested in the Christian faith to the extent that it can fill his wallet. He uses his leadership position to benefit from others’ wealth.

Third: The Prophet

The prophet claims to be gifted by God to speak fresh revelation outside of Scriptures-new, authoritative words of prediction, teaching, rebuke, or encouragement. In reality, he is commissioned and empowered by Satan for the purpose of misleading and disrupting Christ’s church. 

I John 4:1
“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirit, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.
Rev. 22:18-19

“For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophesy of this book: if anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 

And if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book”

WARNING: The prophets of today, are filling the airwaves with personal prophecies, and bestselling books, claim to be words of Jesus Himself. Many are led astray by these workers of the enemy.

Forth: The Abuser

The abuse uses his leadership position to take advantage of other people. Usually they take advantage of people to feed their lustful desires for power. 

II Pet. 2:2

“And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed.”

Jude 4

“For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ” 
Note: When the Abuser is not pursuing lustful desires, he may be domineering people to gain power, on his way to prominence. He does this in the name of ministry, with claims of God’s anointing. He unapologetically uses and abuse others to feed his worldly desires.

Tragically, the history of the Christian faith features countless Abusers. Even the earliest days, there were sex cults and other depraved perversions of the faith. Today there is a constant knowledge of leaders guilty of sexual sin with men, women and children. 
WARNING: The Abuser continues to carry on the work of the enemy. 
Fifth: The Divider
The Divider uses false doctrine to disrupt or destroy a church. He gleefully divides brother from brother and sister from sister. 

Jude 16-21

“These are grumblers, complainers, walking according to their own lusts; and they mouth great swelling words, flattering people to gain advantage.
But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken before by the apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ:

How they told you that there would be mockers in the last time who would walk according to their own ungodly lusts.

These are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit.

But you, beloved, building yourselves up in the Holy Spirit.

Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life”
Note: The Divider is void of the Holy Spirit, brings strife, not love generating factions, not unity, he desires discord, not harmony. 

WARNING:  He hay introduce unbiblical doctrines, or he may undermine the ordained leadership doing this for perverse satisfaction that comes with destruction.

Sixth: The Tickler

A false teacher who cares nothing for what God wants and everything for what men want. He is a man-pleaser rather than a God-pleaser.

II Tim. 4:3-4

“For the time will come when people will not endure sound doctrine, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths”

Note: The Tickler craves popularity and praise from the world. To maintain his follower’s respect, he preaches only the parts of the Bible they deem acceptable.

He speaks much of happiness and little of sin, much of heaven but nothing of hell. He gives them only what they want to hear.

He preaches an empty gospel “to a packed out church,” and like a false prophet of Jeremiah’s day he message is “peace, peace, when there is no peace” (Jer. 6:14)      
WARNING: Have ears to hear what the Spirit is saying to the church!

Conclusion: 

1. Satan’s greatest ambassadors are not pimps, politicians, or powerbrokers, but pastors. 

2. His priests do not peddle a different religion, but a deadly perversion of the true one. 

3. His troops do not make a full-out frontal assault, but work as agents, sneaking into the opposing army.
4. Satan’s tactics are studied, clever, predictable, effective.
5. Therefore, we must remain vigilant, for Jesus said “You will recognize them by their fruits”

PRAYER: 

