10 21 2018   THE SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS GIVEN TO BELIEVERS

The Lord has given to the citizens of heaven, us His citizens, all the spiritual blessing needed to get from where we were “born again”, to home with God Almighty, our Father.

The list is taken from the book of Ephesians chapters one and two. 
Eph. 1:3-14 (3)
 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ”
The blessings were planned “before the foundation of the world.”
St. Matt. 13:31-35 (35b)
“I will open My mouth in parables; I will utter things kept secret from the foundation of the world.” 

25:31-46 (34b)
“Come you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:”

Luke 11:37-54 (50)
“That the blood of all the prophets which was shed from the foundation of the world may be required of this generation”

St. John 17:20-26 (24)
“Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world”  

Eph. 1:3-14 (4)
“just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love”                            (I Pet. 1:13-21)
Heb. 4:1-10 (3)
“For we who have believed do enter that rest, as He has said:

“So, I swear in My wrath, they shall not enter My rest,”

although the works were finished from the foundation of the world.”

Heb. 9:23-28 (26)

“He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of the ages, he has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”

I Pet. 1:13-21 (20)
“He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you”

Rev. 13:1-10 (8)
“All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world”

20:111-15 (15)
“And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire”

To understand clearly, Scripture references:

Moses: “blot me out of Your book” Ex. 32:1-35 (32)
Lord: “I will blot them out of My book” Ex. 32:1-35 (33)
Lord: “blot out their name from under heaven” Deut. 9:1-29 (14)                  (His name) Deut. 29:1-29 (20)
Lord: “Lord did not say, He would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven” II Kings 14:23-29 (27)
David: “Let them be blotted out of the book of the living (original Heb. “life”), and not be written with the righteous” Ps. 69:1-36 (28)
David: “Let his posterity be cut off, and in the generation following let their name (Sept. and Vulg. “his name”) be blotted out”                                    Ps. 109:1-31 (13)
Paul: “and to make all see what is the fellowship (dispensation)of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ” Eph. 3:8-13 (9) 

Paul: “And I urge you also, true companion, help these women who labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers whose names are in the Book of Life.” Phil. 4:2-7 (3) 

Lord: “He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out (original Gr. “wipe away”) his name from the Book of Life; but will confess his name before My Father and before His angels”                   Rev. 3:1-6 (5)
The Lord Jesus: “Therefore, whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him will I also deny before My Father who is in heaven” Mat. 10:32-33 

TEXT: Ephesians Chapters 1-3  

Ephesians is addressed to a group of believers who are rich beyond measure in Jesus Christ, yet living as beggars, and only because they are ignorant of their wealth.

PAUL BEGINS BY DESCRIBING IN CHAPTERS ONE-THREE THE CONTENT OF THE CHRISTIAN’S “HEAVENLY BANK ACCOUNT” 

He planned from before the foundation of the ages!

Phrases found in first three chapters of the epistle of Ephesians:

Phraseology: a style of speech; meaning,
“A short, colorful, or forceful expression”

Ephesians 1-3 

Blessed us, Chose us, Predestinated us, Made us, Abounded toward us, Made known to us, Sealed us, Quickened us, Quickened us together, Raised us up, Kindness toward us, Made us to see.
Blessings found in the first three chapters of Ephesians 
1. Adoption: Eph1:5 (Ro. 8:15, 23; Gal. 4:5)
2. Acceptance: Eph.1:6 (Ro. 3:24)
3. Redemption: Eph.1:7 (Col. 1:14)
4. Forgiveness: Eph. 1:7 (Col. 2:13)
5. Wisdom: Eph. 1:8 (I Cor. 1:30)
6. Inheritance: Eph. 1:11 (Gal. 4:1-7; Col. 1:12)
7. Sealed: Eph. 1:13 (St. Jn. 6:27; Eph. 4:30)
8. Life: Eph. 2:5 (St. Jn. 5:24; I Jn. 3:14)
9. Grace: Eph. 2:8 (I Cor. 1:3-4; II Cor. 1:2; Gal. 1:3)
10  Citizenship: Eph. 2:19 (Phil. 3:20)
In short, Every Spiritual Blessing!

Paul continues by letting them know he is praying for them to understand all that God has given to them and that they might receive it, understand it, and walk in it, doing the good things as citizens of God will do.

Paul prays the church will comprehend what is put in their “Bank Account.”

FIRST PRAYER: Eph. 1:15-23 (15-16) For Knowledge and Power
“Therefore, I also after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints,

Do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers” (Vs 17-23)

The Holy Spirit helps us to KNOW, SAY, and DO!

Chapter Two:

By Grace through faith (2:1-10)

Brought near through His blood (2:11-13)

Christ our peace (2:14-18)

Christ our cornerstone (2:19-22)

The mystery (God’s desire for a family) revealed (3:1-7)

The purpose (fulfill God’s desire for a family) of the mystery (3:8-13)

SECOND PRAYER: Eph. 3:14-21 (14-15) For Inner Fulness and knowledge   
“For this reason, I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and earth are named.”

NOTE: The believer is united to Christ by the indwelling Holy Spirit, through the redemptive work of the cross, and has in Him all the working of His mighty power in, for, and through him.
CONCLUSION: (Keith L. Brooks)
Jesus is Head of the church which is His Body and His Bride. As Eve was of Adams body, yet was his bride, so the church born out of Christ’s open side, is both the Body and the Bride. This gives Him complete disposal of all the affairs of the true church to the designs of His grace.

CLOSING STATEMENT:

The marvelous redemption of men by grace through faith, on the ground of Christ’s atonement is to be a lesson eternally to Satan and his hosts, of the power of God. 

Angels are made to see how God’s glory can be displayed in His dealings with sin.

Pro. 10:1-32 (6)
“Blessings are on the head of the righteous, 

But violence covers the mouth of the wicked”

Eph. 1:3 (J.B. Phillips)

“Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for giving us through Christ EVERY SPIRITUAL BENEFIT AS CITIZENS OF HEAVEN!”

Eph. 3:14-21 (20-21)
“Now to Him who is able, to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,

To Him be glory (Gr. doxa, the glory) in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever, Amen.”  

WHAT IS IN YOUR BANK ACCOUNT?     
