10 28 2018                             WHAT FILLS YOU?
Our Eternal God, sent His Son into the world to fill the place He had planned from eternity past to eternity future that He might continue to pour His love into them who choose to believe and be reconciled from the interruption brought about by Satan.
Man is filled with so many things and yet there is room for more. 

What fills you?

What is source of what fills you?

Where is this thing taking you that fills you?

What fills you are your willing to share with others?

Text: Ephesians 1:15-23 Prayer for wisdom and understanding
Paul is praying for God’s “Elect.”
The doctrine of “Election.”
FIRST: “Election” is a very important doctrine in Scripture.

Ro. 8:29-33; 11:5, 7, 28 Col. 3:12; Tit. 1:1 (NKJV)

Ro. 8:29-33 (NKJV)
29. “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.

30. Moreover, whom He predestined, these He also called, whom He called He also justified, these He also glorified.

31. What then shall we say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?
32. He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?

33. Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.”

   SECOND: “Whom He foreknew”
Foreknew in the verse is equivalent to “forelove” and is used in the same sense as “to set loving regard upon”

“to choose, to bestow love upon from eternity” e called,                                   (Gen. 18:19; Ex. 2:25; Ps. 1:6 Mat. 7:23; I John 3:1)
Foreknowledge means, God purposed from eternity to love and redeem the human race through Christ. 
Jn. 3:16-17 (NKJV)
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life
For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”
The recipient of God’s “foreknowledge” or “forelove” is stated in the plural and refers to the church.

Means, “God’s forelove is primary for the corporate body of Christ.”

God foreknew the church and those who would become His Son’s bride!

Gen. 24

Abraham typifies God the Father

Servant typifies God the Holy Spirit

Isaac typifies God the Son

Mesopotamia typifies the world

Nahor typifies humanity

Rebekah typifies the bride 

This is a picture and type of God’s foreknowledge of bringing the church out of the world to be the bride of Christ. God’s eternal family!  

Romans 11: 5, 7, 28 (NKJV)
5. “Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the election of grace”

7. What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect, have obtained it, and the rest were blinded.

28. Concerning the gospel they are enemies for your sake but concerning the election they are beloved for the sake of the fathers.” 

Col. 3:12-13 (NKJV)
“Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;
 Bearing with one another and forgiving one another. If anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.”

Tit. 1:1 (NKJV)
“Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God’s elect and the acknowledgment of the truth which accords with godliness.”

THIRD: Who is the corporate body of Christ?

1. The corporate body of Christ includes individuals only as they identify themselves with this body through abiding faith and union with Christ. (St. John 15:1-6)

2. The corporate body of Christ will attain to glorification. The individual believer will fall short of such glorification if he separates himself from that “foreloved” body and fails to maintain his faith in Christ. (Ro. 8:12-14, 17; Col. 1:21-23)
FORTH: Paul’s prayer is every believer experience a great work of the Holy Spirit in their lives.

A. Greater measure of the Holy Spirit

B. Impartation of more wisdom

C. Knowledge of God’s redemptive purposes for present and future salvation. (Eph. 1:17-18)

D. More abundant power of the Holy Spirit in their lives              (Eph. 1:19-20)

“That God, the God of our Lord Jesus Christ and the all glorious Father, will give you spiritual wisdom and the insight to know more of Him: that you may receive that inner illumination of the spirit which will make you realize how great is the hope to which He is calling you-the magnificence and splendor of the inheritance promised to Christians- and how tremendous is the power available to us who believe in God.” (J.B. Phillips) 

FIFTH:  His power toward the body of Christ

Eph. 1:19-20 (NKJV)

“and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power
Which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places.”

1. God’s power raised Christ into heavenly places! (1:21-23)

2. God’s power raised the church in the heavenly places! (2:6)

CONCLUSION: I thank God for Christ who fills you!
Since then, I heard of this faith of yours in the Lord Jesus and the practical way in which you are expressing it towards fellow-Christians, I thank God continually for you and I never give up praying for you; and this is my prayer. 
That God, the God of our Lord Jesus Christ and the all-glorious Father, will give you spiritual wisdom and the insight to know more of Him: that you may receive that inner illumination of the spirit which will make you realize how great is the hope to which He is calling you-the magnificence and splendor of the inheritance promised to Christians-and how tremendous is the power available to us who believe in God. 
That power is the same divine energy which was demonstrated in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and gave Him the place of supreme honor in heaven-a place that is infinitely superior to any conceivable command, authority, power or control, and which carries with it a Name far beyond any name that could ever be used in this world or the world to come.

God has placed everything under the power of Christ and has set Him up as Head of everything for the Church.  For the Church is His Body, and in that Body lives fully the One Who fills the whole wide universe. (J.B. Philipps)
 The principle:  “be being filled with the Holy Spirit” 

