11 7 2018                        THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT (I)
Introduction and part one 

A thorough treatment of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit cannot be made without a full discussion of the Gifts of the Spirit.

Three chapters of the New testament, as well as parts of two others, are devoted exclusively to the subject. 

There are at least one hundred references to the subject of spiritual gifts, or to the exercise of one or another of those listed in I Cor. 12.

This number does not include the miracles of Jesus in the gospels.

In spite of the frequent manifestations of the Spirit in the New Testament Church, the majority of books on doctrine and theology ignore spiritual gifts or devote a mere paragraph or two to their discussion, much of which is negative with the inference that gifts would cease at the end of the apostolic age. 

There is not the slightest inference in the New Testament that any endowment of the Holy Spirit would cease before seeing “faced to face” and before “that which is perfect” is come. (I Cor. 13:10-12)

The Holy Spirit has the following gifts to bestow upon the believing church.

A. The background of Spiritual gifts

1. The promise given (Lu. 24:47-49; Mark 16: 9-21) 

Jesus announced He would send another comforter who would abide forever and teach them all things. (St. John 14:15-18; 16:5-15)
2. The promise fulfilled (Acts 2: 2-4)
The were given work to be done and the Holy Spirit was available to help them to:

Propagate the gospel (Mat. 28:19-20)
Deliver men from the power of Satan (Mat. 16:19)
Bring to repentance and faith

These men were anointed to be ambassadors for Christ (II Cor. 3:4-6) 

God accepts and honors all human talent dedicated to His service, but He enhances that dedicated talent with the Holy Spirit’s touch lifting it to a supernatural level. 

God can and often does take natural capacities and transform them into spiritual operations. (Ex. 35:29-35; Rom. 15:13-14; Tit. 1:7-9; II Tim. 2:2) 
TEXT: I Cor. 12:1-11
Verse 1 “Spiritual” (gifts)

“things of the spirit”

Paul in writing the epistle to the Corinthians, he spends what is considered two chapters listing and putting in the Spirits order their operation.

“Spiritual gifts,” charismata

  Comes from the basic word charis which means “grace.”
A charisma, then, is an enablement, an endowment or a blessing bestowed freely by God.

The “spirituals” are referred to as gifts because they are capacities freely bestowed by the Holy Spirit.

They cannot be merited or earned, and they are of Divine origin.

They are gifts to the Church, the Body of Christ (I Cor. 12:11-27)
The “spirituals” are operations, produced by the person of the Holy Spirit.

Operation, is from the Greek word energema which means “active principle” or “effect.” (root word to energy)
Manifestations, is from the Greek word phanerosis which means “outward evidence.”

The gifts of the Spirit bring the Holy Spirit into outward evidence in the body.

The operation of the gifts causes the believer to be aware of the presence of God.

The presence of gifts in operation producing the effects of praise and worship.

“But the gifts of the Spirit are given to every man to profit withal.”

The exercise of the gifts is a manifestation of the Spirit, primarily, not of the gifted person, and the test of its genuineness is that it profit the whole body.   

Diversity, in from the Greek word diairesis which gives the idea of “distribution.”

There are more gifts then mentioned in I Cor. 12-14 and it is possible that there are as many gifts as are useful in Church function.

The “spirituals” are of great variety but there is one Lord and one Holy Spirit operating in the great variety of spiritual manifestations and ministries.

The Purpose of Spiritual Gifts
The purpose of the spiritual gifts is the edification of the Church. If the exercise of the gifts does not edify and build up the Church, the Body of Christ they are valueless. (I Cor. 14:12)

Let all things be done unto edifying” (I Cor. 14:26b)

The words “edify” and “profit” are used 8 times in I Cor. With relation to the operation of spiritual gifts. 

Gifts are bestowed with the purpose of bringing spiritual profit and edification to the whole body. If a gift is exercised without love, or merely as a personal display, a golden bell is changed into a clanging brazen cymbal.  

There are three effects of the gift of prophecy:

Edification

Exhortation

Comfort

All three effect the build up and profit the Body of Christ. (I Cor. 14:3)

